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FOR REFLECTION
Give you joy, wolf,
when Messiah makes you meek 
and turns your roar into a cry that 
justice has been done for the poor.

Give you joy, lamb,
when Messiah saves you from jeopardy 
and all fear is overwhelmed
by his converting grace.

Give you joy, wolf and lamb together,
as Messiah brings worldwide peace and, 
side by side, you shelter
under Jesse’s spreading shoot.
 — David Grieve

Advent Good Wishes

NOTE TO PARENTS
We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain with us during the entire service. 
However, if you’d like to take your children to childcare, we offer several options:

Nursery – 6 months to 18 months old
City Minis – 19 months up to 3 years old
City Kids Jr. –  3 and 4 year olds
City Kids –  Kindergarten and First Grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby where you and your child will be 
escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Minis, 
City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 



WELCOME & PREPARATION             

CALL TO WORSHIP     Isaiah 2:1-4

Silent prayer of preparation: 
Gracious God, our Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and wanderings   
of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and kindled   
affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

  
Minister:  In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief  
 among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.
All: Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the  
 LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we  
 may walk in his paths.”

Minister: The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.
 They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 
All: Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.
 Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
Words by James Montgomery, 1816 | Music by Henry Smart, 1867; Public Domain

Angels from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o’er all the earth
ye who sang creation’s story, 
now proclaim Messiah’s birth;

 Refrain:  Come and worship, come and worship,
   worship Christ, the newborn King.
  
Shepherds in their fields abiding, 
watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, 
yonder shines the infant light: 

Sages, leave your contemplations, 
brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations; 
ye have seen his natal star:

Saints before the altar bending, 
watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, 
in his temple shall appear;

All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son;
evermore your voices raising 
to th’eternal Three in One: 

HYMN OF ADORATION    Please Stand

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near to 
him. 
The call to worship 
focuses our attention 
on God and prepares 
us to meet with him. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s 
people sing not only 
as an expression 
of our love for God 
but also to remind 
ourselves of our 
place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is 
marked by its 
singing, from Israel’s 
deliverance through 
the Psalms to our 
worship today.



Minister:  What is true faith?
All:   True faith is not only a knowledge and conviction 
   that everything God reveals in his Word is true; 
  it is also a deep-rooted assurance, 
   created in me by the Holy Spirit through the gospel, 
  that, out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, 
   not only others, but I too, 
    have had my sins forgiven, 
    have been made forever right with God, 
    and have been granted salvation.

Sing We the Song of Emmanuel
Music and words by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, and Stuart Townend. © 2015 Messenger Hymns

Sing we the song of Emmanuel
This the Christ who was long foretold
Lo in the shadows of Bethlehem
Promise of dawn now our eyes behold.
God Most High in a manger laid
Lift your voices and now proclaim
Great and glorious, Love has come to us
Join now with the hosts of heaven

Come we to welcome Emmanuel
King who came with no crown or throne
Helpless He lay, the Invincible
Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son
O what wisdom to save us all
Shepherds, sages, before Him fall
Grace and majesty, what humility
Come on bended knee, adore Him

Go spread the news of Emmanuel
Joy and peace for the weary heart
Lift up your heads, for your King has come
Sing for the Light overwhelms the dark
Glory shining for all to see
Hope alive, let the gospel ring
God has made a way, He will have the praise
Tell the world His name is Jesus

Gloria, Gloria!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   Prayer of invocation: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 
Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to the 
next.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Heidelberg Catechism, Q. #21

HYMN OF ADORATION      



“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” 

Minister:  I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, and he will hear me.
All:  In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; 
 in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying; 
 my soul refuses to be comforted.

Minister:  When I remember God, I moan; when I meditate, my spirit faints. 
 You hold my eyelids open; I am so troubled that I cannot speak.
All:  I consider the days of old, the years long ago. 
 I said, “Let me remember my song in the night; let me meditate in my heart.”

Minister:  Then my spirit made a diligent search: 
 “Will the Lord spurn forever, and never again be favorable?
All: Has his steadfast love forever ceased? 
 Are his promises at an end for all time?
 Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
 Has he in anger shut up his compassion?”

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Then I said, “I will appeal to this, to the years of the right hand of the Most High.”
 I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your wonders of old. 
 I will ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds. 
 Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our God? 
 You are the God who works wonders; 
 you have made known your might among the peoples. 
 You with your arm redeemed your people, the children of Jacob and Joseph.
All:  When the waters saw you, O God, they were afraid; indeed, the deep trembled.  
 The clouds poured out water; the skies gave forth thunder; 
	 your	arrows	flashed	on	every	side.	
 The crash of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 
 your lightnings lighted up the world; the earth trembled and shook.

Minister:  Your way was through the sea, your path through the great waters; 
 yet your footprints were unseen.
 You led your people like a flock
 by the hand of Moses and Aaron.
All:  Help us to believe that you hear our cries for mercy in the day of our troubles,  
 to trust that you are present with us through them, 
 and that you will one day fully redeem them and us. 
 For the sake of your Son and our Savior, forgive our unbelief, 
 and all our many sins. Amen. 
 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

CALL TO CONFESSION     Isaiah 1:18

CONFESSION OF SIN Psalm 77 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     Matthew 11:28-30

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 
We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of pardon: 
God declares 
through his Church 
that everyone 
who repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



Parents: If you’d like 
to take your children 
to nursery (6 to 18 
months), City Minis 
(19 months up to 3), 
City Kids Jr. (3 and 
4 year olds) or City 
Kids (kindergarten 
and first grade), 
please do so during 
this hymn. 
 Escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. Please 
make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Minis, City Kids 
Jr. and City Kids will 
be brought back into 
the service during 
the final hymn.

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

What Child Is This? 
Traditional English Carol & Melody Greensleeves | Adapted by William Dix, 1865

What Child is this, who laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring Him laud
The babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies He in such mean e-state
Where ox and ass are feed - ing?
Good Christian fear for sinners here
The silent word is plead - ing.
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through
The cross be borne for me, for you
Hail, hail the Word made flesh
The babe, the son of Mary

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh
Come, peasant, king, to own Him
The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts en-throne Him
Raise, raise the song on high
The virgin sings her lullaby
Joy! Joy! For Christ is born
The babe, the son of Ma - ry!



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living.   
 Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 
 In reality, as we 
open the Scriptures 
we encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

Mark 2:13-22
 13 He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he 
was teaching them. 14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at 
the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.
 15 And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were 
reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 And 
the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax 
collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 
17 And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”

 18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. And people came and said 
to him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your 
disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast while 
the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they 
cannot fast. 20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, 
and then they will fast in that day. 21 No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old 
garment. If he does, the patch tears away from it, the new from the old, and a worse 
tear is made. 22 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will 
burst the skins—and the wine is destroyed, and so are the skins. But new wine is for 
fresh wineskins.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
A QUESTIONABLE CALL? REV. DUFF JAMES



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion 
or the Eucharist, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes 
and invites all 
Christians who are 
willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members 
of a congregation 
that proclaims the 
gospel, and who 
seek strength to live 
more faithfully for 
Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that  
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers	of	Reflection	for	Those	Not	Partaking	in	Communion
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the 
truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I 
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach 
me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that 
is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and 
have been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show 
me the reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, 
yet enthrall me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. 
I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer 
me complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and 
in a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I 
may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of 
your Spirit. Amen. 

A note about the 
flow: Please come 
forward in two lines 
down the center aisle 
for the distribution 
of Communion. Eat 
the bread privately 
as you make your 
way through the line. 
At the table, please 
choose a cup and 
form a circle around 
the chairs. Hold the 
cup until prompted 
to drink.
The outside trays 
on the table contain 
grape juice. The 
tray in the middle 
contains wine. There 
are gluten, wheat, 
yeast, dairy, egg, 
soy, nut, and corn 
free bread available 
in the bowl. If you’re 
unable to come 
forward to receive 
communion, please 
notify someone 
sitting next to you 
and they will be 
happy to bring the 
elements to you. 



COMMUNION SONG      

How long?
Words & Music: Isaac Wardell | Lamentations, Bifrost Arts Music 2016

How long? Will You turn Your face away? 
How long? Do You hear us when we pray? 
On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way – How long? 

How long ‘til Your children find their rest? 
How long ‘til You draw them to Your breast? 
We go on holding to Your promises – How long? 

Refrain:  ‘Til You wipe away the tears from ev’ry eye 
  ‘Til we see our home descending from the sky 
  Do we wait in vain? 
  Jesus, give us hope again! 

How long ‘til Your word will still the storm? 
How long ‘til You bare Your mighty arm? 
How we groan ‘til You snatch us from the thorns – How long? 

How long? Sweet the dawn that ends the race. 
How long? Weak our hearts but strong our legs. 
Looking on – great that cloud of witnesses! How long?

Tag: Amen. Jesus come. 

Mighty God We Thank and Praise You
Words: Wendell Kimbrough, based on the Book of Common Prayer | Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824

Mighty God we thank and praise you
For this meal, this bread of life;
Precious blood and body, broken,
From your Son our Savior, Christ.
In these mysteries you assure us
We are members of your Son;
Heirs of your eternal Kingdom,
With all faithful people, One.

Humbly now we ask you, Father,
In your grace, to make us strong,
That, with all the saints before us,
In good works we may press on!
Send us out to love and serve you!
Send us out to sing your praise!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Pow’r and glory to your name! Amen.  

As you make your 
way through the line 
and into the circle, 
please join the 
musicians in singing 
the communion song.

PARTAKING OF THE WINE  

HYMN OF RESPONSE  



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           

Please take time after the service to meet someone you’ve never met.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION :: TODAY
Our annual Christmas Celebration will be this afternoon from 5:00-8:00 PM at Young Life’s 
Windy Gap (120 Coles Cove Rd., Weaverville, NC 28787). Dinner will be provided by the church – 
lasagna (both meat and vegetarian), salad, and bread. Please bring your favorite holiday dessert to 
share (10-15 portions) if you are able. This will be an all-around great time to feast, celebrate, and 
sing. Childcare will be provided for the evening along with pizza and drinks for the kids.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE :: DECEMBER 24
Bring along your family, friends, and neighbors and join us for our Christmas Eve Service here 
at Odyssey School starting at 4:00 PM. The service will be in a Lessons & Carols format with 
special music from the music team and children of City Church, interspersed with readings from 
the Old and New Testaments retelling the story of the incarnation. Because we hope children will 
participate in the service, we are not offering childcare. A childcare room will be set up for parents 
to use if they desire, but parents will need to stay with their children in the room. 

NEW CITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL FUNDRAISER
This holiday season, give the gift of learning & encouragement! Donations of any size enable New 
City to offer affordable, Christ-centered education to Asheville’s under-resourced families. Send a 
thought, prayer, drawing or Scripture of encouragement, along with your gift, to the students and 
faculty. Look for more details inside the red envelopes on the New City Christmas Tree located  
outside the auditorium on Sundays through December 22. For more information, reach out to 
Mary Dorris (marywdorris@icloud.com).

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY :: BEGINNING JANUARY 9
A women’s mid-day bible study on Ephesians will meet in the cafeteria of AB Tech on Thursdays 
from 1:15-2:15 beginning Thursday, January 9. Bring lunch if you like and join us! Please call Joan 
Cook with any questions (828-407-7546).

SETUP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Setup volunteers are needed for Sunday worship to be on rotation approximately once every 
two months. Some heavy lifting is required. Please contact Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) by 
December 23rd if you are interested in joining the team. The new rotation will start in January.

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: EVERY FRIDAY
Breakfast at the Mediterranean Restaurant (57 College St., 28801) starting at 7:00 AM.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God!



Contact Information Card
If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact information so we 
can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the box on the table in the lobby as you exit the main room. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY             CHURCHPO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 28802

Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians



CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders

CITY GROUPS  
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s story. Small groups provide a place 
to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one another and the city. If you’re interested in taking part, choose a group 
below and visit. For more information, please email info@citychurchavl.org. 

Please bring your own food for dinner. The first hour is spent in fellowship over a meal.
 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the lobby where you can place 
your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You can give on-line (www.citychurchavl.org/donate). You can give via an automatic payment through 
your personal bank. Or you can mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.

Central City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 4:30 – 6:30 PM
Facilitators:  Eric & Carly Albee 
Hosts: Brian & Amanda Johnson
Address:  43 Lowell St., 28803
Contact:  duff@citychurchavl.org

North City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 5:00 – 7:00 PM
Facilitators:  Mary & Duncan Dorris, 
  Suzanne & Andrew Willis
Address:  rotating locations
Contacts:  andrew@mackconstructors.com
  dorris.duncan@gmail.com

East City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:45 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Hannah & Thomas Gibson, 
  Kelsey & David Sanders
Address:  9 Wagon Rd., Asheville, NC 28805
Contacts:  david.whitner.sanders@gmail.com

Kenilworth City Group – 
Time:   Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Facilitators:  Nat & Mindy Belz, 
  Dave & Nellie Fleming
Address:  15 Westchester Dr., 28803
Contacts:  nat.belz@gmail.com
  nellielovelace@gmail.com

Metro City Group –
Time:  Thursdays, 6:15 – 8:15 PM
Facilitators:  Mark & Abby Iverson, 
  John Hopple
Address:  rotating locations
Contact:  john@citychurchavl.org

South City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Tyler & Kelley Caruso, 
  Peter & Becca Ivey
Address:  624 Brookshire St., 28803
Contact:  kelleyrcaruso@gmail.com


