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CITY CHURCH
FOR REFLECTION

NOTE TO PARENTS
We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain with us during the entire service. 
However, if you’d like to take your children to childcare, we offer several options:

Nursery – 6 months to 18 months old
City Minis – 19 months up to 3 years old
City Kids Jr. –  3 and 4 year olds
City Kids –  Kindergarten and First Grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby where you and your child will be 
escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Minis, 
City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 

A S H EV I L L E

“Scratch the Christian and you find the pagan – spoiled.” 
— Israel Zangwill

“The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found difficult; and left 
untried.” 

— G.K. Chesterton

“When we rush to explain away Jesus’ miracles, we risk overlooking the deeper message of his 
liberating power.”

— Susan Garrett

“The Christian religion not only was at first attended with miracles, but even at this day cannot 
be believed by any reasonable person without one.”

— David Hume

“The unforgivable sin, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit in this context (Mark 3:29), is 
deliberately scorning the power and forgiveness of God. The teachers of the law deny that the 
Holy Spirit is at work in Jesus’ ministry. The definition of this sin is what makes it unforgivable. 
Rejecting Jesus out of ignorance is one thing, but attacking the power by which he works is far 
more serious. If one is weak, one can be encouraged. If one is ignorant, one can be informed. If 
one is willfully blind and deaf and rejects help, what can be done? One has cut oneself off from 
what might lead to repentance.”

— David Garland

“Here is the Good News: Jesus is not out of his mind; Jesus is not filled with demonic spirits. 
Rather, Jesus has the mind of God; Jesus is filled with the Holy Spirit – and invites all of us to be 
of the same mind and same Spirit in a new family as his sisters and brothers.” 

—David Ewart



WELCOME & PREPARATION             

CALL TO WORSHIP     from Psalm 138

Silent prayer of preparation: 
Gracious God, our Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and wanderings   
of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and kindled   
affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

Minister:  Give thanks to the LORD with your whole heart.
All:    On the day I called, you answered me; 
     my strength of soul you increased.  

Minister:  All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD,
     for they have heard the words of your mouth, 
All:    and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 
     for great is the glory of the LORD.

Minister:  For though the L is high, he regards the lowly, 
All:    but the haughty he knows from afar.

Minister:  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; 
All:    and your right hand delivers me.

Minister:  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
All:    Thanks be to God! Let us worship him. 

Come People of the Risen King
Words & Music:  Keith & Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend | Copyright 2007 Capitalcmgpublishing

1.  Come, people of the Risen King,
 Who delight to bring Him praise;
 Come all and tune your hearts to sing
 To the Morning Star of grace.
 From the shifting shadows of the earth
 We will lift our eyes to Him,
 Where steady arms of mercy reach
 To gather children in. (Refrain)

2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
 And those weeping through the night;
 Come, those who tell of battles won,
 And those struggling in the fight.
 For His perfect love will never change,
 And His mercies never cease,
 But follow us through all our days
 With the certain hope of peace. (Refrain)

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near to 
him. 
The call to worship 
focuses our attention 
on God and prepares 
us to meet with him. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s 
people sing not only 
as an expression 
of our love for God 
but also to remind 
ourselves of our 
place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is 
marked by its 
singing, from Israel’s 
deliverance through 
the Psalms to our 
worship today.

MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP     

3.  Come, young and old from every land -
 Men and women of the faith;
 Come, those with full or empty hands -
 Find the riches of His grace.
 Over all the world, His people sing -
 Shore to shore we hear them call
 The Truth that cries through every age:
 “Our God is all in all”

  Refrain:
  Rejoice, Rejoice! 
  Let every tongue rejoice! 
  One heart, one voice; 
  O Church of Christ, rejoice!



Minister:  Do you believe in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
   the one for whom we exist? 
All:   We believe.
Minister:   Do you believe in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
   died for us and rose again? 
All:   We believe.
Minister:   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God 
   and makes Christ known in the world? 
All:   We believe.
Minister:   This is the faith of the Church.  
All:   This is our faith. We believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

    

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Words: James Montgomery | Music: Sandra McCracken; ©2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP)

 Chorus:  
  Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
  Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!
  His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. 

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 

Kings shall fall down before Him, and gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing; 

The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   Prayer of invocation: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 
Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to the 
next.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Book of Common Worship

HYMN OF ADORATION      



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

Minister: Lord, we have betrayed you
 by following our own way.

All: I have denied you
 by fearing to follow your way.

Minister: And we have mocked you
 by not taking your death seriously.

All: Lord, I am lost.
	 Let	your	forgiveness	find	me.

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Father, hold us in your strong arms
 and give us your new life in Jesus Christ, your Son and our Savior.

All: Give me your Spirit to live in me and with me day by day,
 that together we may make a world
 that is new. Amen. 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. For from his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the 
Father’s side, he has made him known.” 

* Taken from Be Our Freedom, Lord prepared and edited by Terry C. Falla

CALL TO CONFESSION     John 1:1-5

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     John 1:14, 16-18

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 
We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of pardon: 
God declares 
through his Church 
that everyone 
who repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



Parents: If you’d like 
to take your children 
to nursery (6 to 18 
months), City Minis 
(19 months up to 3), 
City Kids Jr. (3 and 
4 year olds) or City 
Kids (kindergarten 
and first grade), 
please do so during 
this hymn. 
 Escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. Please 
make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Minis, City Kids 
Jr. and City Kids will 
be brought back into 
the service during 
the final hymn.

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

He Will Hold Me Fast 
Words & Music Ada Habershon, Matthew Merker | © 2013 Matthew Merker Music, Getty Music Publishing 

When I fear my faith will fail
Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail
He will hold me fast
I could never keep my hold
Through life’s fearful path
For my love is often cold
He must hold me fast. 

 Chorus: 
  He will hold me fast 
  He will hold me fast
  For my Savior loves me so 
  He will hold me fast

Those He saves are His delight
Christ will hold me fast
Precious in His holy sight
He will hold me fast
He’ll not let my soul be lost
His promises shall last
Bought by Him at such a cost
He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died
Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied
He will hold me fast
Raised with Him to endless life
He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight
When He comes at last!



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living.   
 Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 
 In reality, as we 
open the Scriptures 
we encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

Mark 3 :20–35
 20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 
21 And when his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is 
out of his mind.”

 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed 
by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 23 And he 
called them to him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 
If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is 
divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up 
against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27 But no one 
can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong 
man. Then indeed he may plunder his house.

 28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever 
blasphemies they utter, 29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean 
spirit.”

 31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and 
called him. 32 And a crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother 
and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 33 And he answered them, “Who are my 
mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, 
“Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my 
brother and sister and mother.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
WRESTLING WITH UNBELIEF REV. DUFF JAMES



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion 
or the Eucharist, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes 
and invites all 
Christians who are 
willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members 
of a congregation 
that proclaims the 
gospel, and who 
seek strength to live 
more faithfully for 
Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that  
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers	of	Reflection	for	Those	Not	Partaking	in	Communion
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the 
truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I 
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach 
me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that 
is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and 
have been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show 
me the reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, 
yet enthrall me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. 
I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer 
me complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and 
in a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I 
may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of 
your Spirit. Amen. 

A note about the 
flow: Please come 
forward in two lines 
down the center aisle 
for the distribution 
of Communion. Eat 
the bread privately 
as you make your 
way through the line. 
At the table, please 
choose a cup and 
form a circle around 
the chairs. Hold the 
cup until prompted 
to drink.
The outside trays 
on the table contain 
grape juice. The 
tray in the middle 
contains wine. There 
are gluten, wheat, 
yeast, dairy, egg, 
soy, nut, and corn 
free bread available 
in the bowl. If you’re 
unable to come 
forward to receive 
communion, please 
notify someone 
sitting next to you 
and they will be 
happy to bring the 
elements to you. 



COMMUNION SONG      

Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face
Words: Horatius Bonar, 1855. Music and Variant Text: Nathan Poole, 2011

Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face. 
And here will I touch, and handle things unseen. 
Here, with firmer hand, I grasp eternal grace. 
And all of my weariness, upon thee lean. 
Chorus:  I have seen the Son, the ever-reigning Lord, 
   prove his promise does not fail. 
   May the bonds of love, that call me to His side, 
   Grow ever deeper and fuller still. 
I would have no help, nor do I need 
Another arm, but thine and thine alone 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed 
Thy strength is all I dare to lean upon. 
Here would I feed, upon the bread of God 
And here the new wine, is poured out for me. 
Here would I lay aside the world’s best love, 
And here would I taste, God’s love, wild and free.

When He Comes
Words by Timothy Dudley-Smith | Music by Andrew Penke © 1969 Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)

1. When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
 As I read the gospel story 
 We shall see the Lord in glory 
 We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 

2. When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
 See the Lord by saints surrounded 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 

3. With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
 With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
 See the Lord by saints surrounded 
 With the Alleluias ringing to the sky
4. When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
 When He calls His own to greet Him 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

As you make your 
way through the line 
and into the circle, 
please join the 
musicians in singing 
the communion song.

PARTAKING OF THE WINE  

HYMN OF RESPONSE  

5. With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
 With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
 When He calls His own to greet Him 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him 
 With the alleluias ringing to the sky



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           

Please take time after the service to meet someone you’ve never met.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY :: BEGAN FEBRUARY 1
Join us as we study Ephesians for 12 weeks from February 1st – April 25th. For more information or to sign 
up, please email John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org).

  When:  Saturday mornings February 1st – April 25th @ 9:30 AM
  Where:   Wells Fargo building downtown (1 Haywood St., 28801)
  Cost: $10 for materials (checks may be made payable to City Church of Asheville with “Men’s  
      Study” in the memo line or visit citychurchavl.org/give to do the same. 

COAT COLLECTION :: ENDS TODAY
As winter sets in, many in Western North Carolina are in need of warm coats. Please consider donating 
a new or gently used coat in any size. Look for the collection bin in the lobby each Sunday, and we will 
distribute the donations to local charity. For more information, please reach out to Pam Harris (p13harris@
icloud.com). 

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: EVERY FRIDAY
Breakfast at the Mediterranean Restaurant (57 College St., 28801) starting at 7:00 AM.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



Contact Information Card
If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact information so we 
can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the box on the table in the lobby as you exit the main room. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY             CHURCHPO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 28802

Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians



CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders

CITY GROUPS  
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s story. Small groups provide a place 
to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one another and the city. If you’re interested in taking part, choose a group 
below and visit. For more information, please email info@citychurchavl.org. 

Please bring your own food for dinner. The first hour is spent in fellowship over a meal.
 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the lobby where you can place 
your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You can also give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give, through an automatic payment via your 
personal bank, or you can mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.

Central City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 4:30 – 6:30 PM
Facilitators:  Eric & Carly Albee 
Hosts: Brian & Amanda Johnson
Address:  43 Lowell St., 28803
Contact:  duff@citychurchavl.org

North City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 5:00 – 7:00 PM
Facilitators:  Mary & Duncan Dorris, 
  Suzanne & Andrew Willis
Address:  rotating locations
Contacts:  andrew@mackconstructors.com
  dorris.duncan@gmail.com

East City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:45 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Hannah & Thomas Gibson, 
  Kelsey & David Sanders
Address:  9 Wagon Rd., Asheville, NC 28805
Contacts:  david.whitner.sanders@gmail.com

Kenilworth City Group – 
Time:   Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Facilitators:  Nat & Mindy Belz, 
  Dave & Nellie Fleming
Address:  15 Westchester Dr., 28803
Contacts:  nat.belz@gmail.com
  nellielovelace@gmail.com

Metro City Group –
Time:  Thursdays, 6:15 – 8:15 PM
Facilitators:  Mark & Abby Iverson, 
  John Hopple
Address:  rotating locations
Contact:  john@citychurchavl.org

South City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Tyler & Kelley Caruso, 
  Peter & Becca Ivey
Address:  624 Brookshire St., 28803
Contact:  kelleyrcaruso@gmail.com


