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NOTE TO PARENTS
We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain with us during the entire service. 
However, if you’d like to take your children to childcare, we offer several options:

Nursery – 6 months to 18 months old
City Minis – 19 months up to 3 years old
City Kids Jr. –  3 and 4 year olds
City Kids –  Kindergarten and First Grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby where you and your child will be 
escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Minis, 
City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 

A S H EV I L L E

“Oh, the cleverness of me!”
— J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan

“Faultily faultless, icily regular, splendidly null, dead perfection; no more. ”
— Alfred, Lord Tennyson

“If we continue to focus solely on the sinner/saint duality in our person and conduct, while 
ignoring the raging opposition between the Pharisee and the child, spiritual growth will 
come to an abrupt standstill.” 

— Brennan Manning

“A man is more or less of a Christian only in proportion to the speed with which he 
advances towards infinite perfection, irrespective of the stage he may have reached at a 
given moment. Hence the stationary righteousness of the Pharisee is worth less than the 
progress of the repentant thief on the cross.” 

— Leo Tolstoy

“Run, John, run, the law commands, 
but gives us neither feet nor hands. 
Far better news the gospel brings: 
It bids us fly and gives us wings.”

— John Bunyan

“Cast your deadly ‘doing’ down – 
Down at Jesus’ feet; 
Stand in him, in him alone, 
Gloriously complete.”

— James Proctor

“My faith rests not in what I am, or shall be, or feel, or know, but in what Christ is, in what 
he has done, and in what he is doing for me.”

— Charles Spurgeon



WELCOME & PREPARATION             

CALL TO WORSHIP     Isaiah 9:2-7

Silent prayer of preparation: 
Gracious God, our Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and wanderings   
of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and kindled   
affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

Minister: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
 let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

All:  Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
 and extol him with music and song. 

Minister: For the Lord is the great God, 
 the great King above all gods. 
 In his hands are the depths of the earth, 
 and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
 The sea is his, for he made it, 
 and his hands formed the dry land.  

All:  Come, let us bow down in worship, 
 let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
 for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, 
	 the	flock	under	his	care.		

Come People of the Risen King
Words & Music:  Keith & Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend | Copyright 2007 Capitalcmgpublishing

1.  Come, people of the Risen King,
 Who delight to bring Him praise;
 Come all and tune your hearts to sing
 To the Morning Star of grace.
 From the shifting shadows of the earth
 We will lift our eyes to Him,
 Where steady arms of mercy reach
 To gather children in. 

 Refrain:
 Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
 One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!

2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
 And those weeping through the night;
 Come, those who tell of battles won,
 And those struggling in the fight.
 For His perfect love will never change,
 And His mercies never cease,
 But follow us through all our days
 With the certain hope of peace. 

HYMN OF ADORATION    Please Stand

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near to 
him. 
The call to worship 
focuses our attention 
on God and prepares 
us to meet with him. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s 
people sing not only 
as an expression 
of our love for God 
but also to remind 
ourselves of our 
place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is 
marked by its 
singing, from Israel’s 
deliverance through 
the Psalms to our 
worship today.

3.  Come, young and old from every land -
 Men and women of the faith;
 Come, those with full or empty hands -
 Find the riches of His grace.
 Over all the world, His people sing -
 Shore to shore we hear them call
 The Truth that cries through every age:
 “Our God is all in all”



Minister:  Do you believe in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
   the one for whom we exist? 
All:   We believe.

Minister:   Do you believe in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
   died for us and rose again? 
All:   We believe.

Minister:   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God 
   and makes Christ known in the world? 
All:   We believe.

Minister:   This is the faith of the Church.  
All:   This is our faith. We believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

   Amen. 

Heal Us, Emmanuel 
Words by William Cowper (alt Twit) | Music by Kevin Twit and Lucas Morton; 
© 2015 Kevin Twit Music (ASCAP) and Lucas Morton Music (BMI)

 Chorus: 
  Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are 
  We long to feel Thy touch 
  Deep wounded souls to Thee we fly 
  O Savior hear our cry

1.  Our faith is feeble, we confess 
 We faintly trust Thy word 
 But will You pity us the less? 
 Be that far from You Lord!

2.  Remember him who once applied 
 With trembling for relief 
 “Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried 
 “O help my unbelief!”

3.  She, too, who touched you in the press 
 And healing virtue stole 
 Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace 
 Thy faith has made thee whole.”

4.  Like her, with hopes and fears we come 
 To touch You if we may 
 O send us not despairing home 
 Send none unhealed away

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   Prayer of invocation: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 
Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to the 
next.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Book of Common Worship

HYMN OF ADORATION      



“Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you have given the 
command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.” 

Minister:  Living God, we confess before you our deep attachment to dead works. We 
 often seek to justify ourselves before you by our own obedience, even  
 though the work of our defiled hands cannot be accepted into your holy  
 presence. Sometimes we bid ourselves and others to do things in your  
 name that you never commanded us to do. We think that by pursuing  
 empty rituals or by denying ourselves things that you have declared good  
 that you will somehow be pleased with us. 
All:  At other times, we obey your Word out of a self-centered desire for  
 our own glory and in order to declare our independence from you. We  
	 avoid	small	sins	and	pursue	acts	of	righteousness	that	we	find	easy	
 to perform, while blatantly ignoring far more important sins that have  
 a strong grasp on our hearts. We denounce others for their inability to  
 do these things, while ignoring the deep pride and lovelessness that  
 pervade our lives. Father, forgive us. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Jesus, thank you for being our great High Priest. Thank you that as our 
 representative you never offered your Father dead works. All your   
 obedience came from a heart fixed on pleasing God. There was no pride  
 or self-exaltation in your acts of service, nor were you selectively obedient  
 in the commandments that you kept. Your hands and your heart were pure  
 and clean as you offered a perfect and unblemished life of obedience in our  
 place. You presented your own blood as the atoning offering that enables  
 us to draw near to God with boldness. 
All:		 Holy	Spirit,	give	us	confidence	as	we	draw	near	to	the	throne	of	grace–	
	 not	a	confidence	in	ourselves	and	our	own	goodness,	but	a	confidence		
 founded upon Jesus Christ and his merits alone. Teach us to enthrone  
 Christ in our hearts, and so be humbled; equip us to serve others out  
 of the same mercy and grace that we ourselves have received. Give  
	 us	the	joy	and	gladness	that	comes	from	knowing	that	he	has	offered		
	 the	once-and-for-all	sacrifice	in	our	place,	and	that	he	is	returning		
 again to be reunited with his people forever. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners” 

CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 71:3

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     1 Timothy 1:15

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 
We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of pardon: 
God declares 
through his Church 
that everyone 
who repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

* Adapted from Prone to 
Wander by Barbara Duguid 
and Wayne Duguid Houk



Parents: If you’d like 
to take your children 
to nursery (6 to 18 
months), City Minis 
(19 months up to 3), 
City Kids Jr. (3 and 
4 year olds) or City 
Kids (kindergarten 
and first grade), 
please do so during 
this hymn. 
 Escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. Please 
make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Minis, City Kids 
Jr. and City Kids will 
be brought back into 
the service during 
the final hymn.

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
Words: Augustus Toplady, 1776; alt. by Thomas Cotterill, 1815 | Music: Thomas Hastings, 1830; arr. CXVI

1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me
 let me hide myself in thee;
 let the water and the blood,
 from thy riven side which flowed,
 be of sin the double cure,
 cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

2.  Not the labors of my hands
 can fulfill thy law’s demands;
 could my zeal no respite know,
 could my tears forever flow,
 all for sin could not atone;
 thou must save, and thou alone.

3.  Nothing in my hand I bring,
 simply to thy cross I cling;
 naked, come to thee for dress;
 helpless, look to thee for grace;
 foul, I to the Fountain fly;
 wash me, Savior, or I die.

Tag:
 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living.   
 Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 
 In reality, as we 
open the Scriptures 
we encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

Mark	2:23–3:6
 2:23 One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they 
made their way, his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24 And the 
Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not 
lawful on the Sabbath?” 25 And he said to them, “Have you never read 
what David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and those 
who were with him: 26 how he entered the house of God, in the time of 
Abiathar the high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is 
not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those who 
were with him?” 27 And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is lord even of the 
Sabbath.” 

 3:1 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a 
withered hand. 2 And they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal 
him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3 And he said to the 
man with the withered hand, “Come here.” 4 And he said to them, “Is it 
lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?” 
But they were silent. 5 And he looked around at them with anger, grieved 
at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 
He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees went out 
and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to 
destroy him.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
GOOD PEOPLE BEWARE! (PART 2) REV. DUFF JAMES



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion 
or the Eucharist, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes 
and invites all 
Christians who are 
willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members 
of a congregation 
that proclaims the 
gospel, and who 
seek strength to live 
more faithfully for 
Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1	Corinthians	11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that  
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers	of	Reflection	for	Those	Not	Partaking	in	Communion
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the 
truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I 
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach 
me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that 
is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and 
have been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show 
me the reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, 
yet enthrall me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. 
I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer 
me complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and 
in a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I 
may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of 
your Spirit. Amen. 

A note about the 
flow: Please come 
forward in two lines 
down the center aisle 
for the distribution 
of Communion. Eat 
the bread privately 
as you make your 
way through the line. 
At the table, please 
choose a cup and 
form a circle around 
the chairs. Hold the 
cup until prompted 
to drink.
The outside trays 
on the table contain 
grape juice. The 
tray in the middle 
contains wine. There 
are gluten, wheat, 
yeast, dairy, egg, 
soy, nut, and corn 
free bread available 
in the bowl. If you’re 
unable to come 
forward to receive 
communion, please 
notify someone 
sitting next to you 
and they will be 
happy to bring the 
elements to you. 



COMMUNION SONG      

Trinity Song
Words & Music: Sandra McCracken | © 2016 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP)

Holy Father, Son and Spirit
Holy communion, three-in-one

Come with your peace, 
With your invitation
Bind us together in holy love.

In Christ Alone
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend. Copyright © 2001 Kingsway

1.  In Christ alone my hope is found;
 He is my light, my strength, my song;
 This cornerstone, this solid ground,
 Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
 What heights of love, what depths of peace,
 When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
 My comforter, my all in all—
 Here in the love of Christ I stand.

2.  In Christ alone, who took on flesh,
 Fullness of God in helpless babe!
 This gift of love and righteousness,
 Scorned by the ones He came to save.
 Till on that cross as Jesus died,
 The wrath of God was satisfied;
 For ev’ry sin on Him was laid—
 Here in the death of Christ I live.

3.  There in the ground His body lay,
 Light of the world by darkness slain;
 Then bursting forth in glorious day,
 Up from the grave He rose again!
 And as He stands in victory,
 Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
 For I am His and He is mine—
 Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4.  No guilt in life, no fear in death—
 This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
 From life’s first cry to final breath,
 Jesus commands my destiny.
 *No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
 Can ever pluck me from His hand;
 Till He returns or calls me home—
 Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.

As you make your 
way through the line 
and into the circle, 
please join the 
musicians in singing 
the communion song.

PARTAKING OF THE WINE  

HYMN OF RESPONSE  



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           

Please take time after the service to meet someone you’ve never met.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY :: BEGINNING JANUARY 9
A women’s mid-day bible study on Ephesians will meet in the cafeteria of AB Tech on Thursdays from 
1:15-2:15 beginning Thursday, January 9. Bring lunch if you like and join us! Please call Joan Cook with 
any questions (828-407-7546).

WOMEN’S MEET-UP :: JANUARY 22
Our January Women’s Meet-up will be October 22 at 7 PM at the Battery Park Book Exchange. Come hang 
out for as little or as long as you’re able! Contact Kristi James with questions    –  (kristi@citychurchavl.org).

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: EVERY FRIDAY
Breakfast at the Mediterranean Restaurant (57 College St., 28801) starting at 7:00 AM.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



Contact Information Card
If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact information so we 
can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the box on the table in the lobby as you exit the main room. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY             CHURCHPO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 28802

Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians



CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders

CITY GROUPS  
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s story. Small groups provide a place 
to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one another and the city. If you’re interested in taking part, choose a group 
below and visit. For more information, please email info@citychurchavl.org. 

Please bring your own food for dinner. The first hour is spent in fellowship over a meal.
 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the lobby where you can place 
your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You can give on-line (www.citychurchavl.org/donate). You can give via an automatic payment through 
your personal bank. Or you can mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.

Central City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 4:30 – 6:30 PM
Facilitators:  Eric & Carly Albee 
Hosts: Brian & Amanda Johnson
Address:  43 Lowell St., 28803
Contact:  duff@citychurchavl.org

North City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 5:00 – 7:00 PM
Facilitators:  Mary & Duncan Dorris, 
  Suzanne & Andrew Willis
Address:  rotating locations
Contacts:  andrew@mackconstructors.com
  dorris.duncan@gmail.com

East City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:45 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Hannah & Thomas Gibson, 
  Kelsey & David Sanders
Address:  9 Wagon Rd., Asheville, NC 28805
Contacts:  david.whitner.sanders@gmail.com

Kenilworth City Group – 
Time:   Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Facilitators:  Nat & Mindy Belz, 
  Dave & Nellie Fleming
Address:  15 Westchester Dr., 28803
Contacts:  nat.belz@gmail.com
  nellielovelace@gmail.com

Metro City Group –
Time:  Thursdays, 6:15 – 8:15 PM
Facilitators:  Mark & Abby Iverson, 
  John Hopple
Address:  rotating locations
Contact:  john@citychurchavl.org

South City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Tyler & Kelley Caruso, 
  Peter & Becca Ivey
Address:  624 Brookshire St., 28803
Contact:  kelleyrcaruso@gmail.com


