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FOR REFLECTION
“If you’re approaching God not as the goal but as a road, not as the end but as a means, you’re not 
really approaching God at all.”

— CS Lewis

“For neither in heaven nor among the creatures on earth is there anyone who loves us more than 
Jesus Christ does.”

— Belgic Confession  26

“Jesus knew himself as at once the goal of history and servant of history.… The kingdom [of God] is 
the supreme embodiment of the divine gracious purpose.”   

— Geerhardus Vos

“There is not one blade of grass, there is no color in this world that is not intended to make us 
rejoice.”

— John Calvin

“When our devotionals or teachers speak more about finding our lives than losing them, we miss out 
on the wonder of the Christian life. If we’re frightened to call others to the narrow path – the life of a 
living sacrifice – it might be because we’re still hanging our hopes on this present world. Yet when we 
fix our hope on heaven, we’re liberated to pour out our lives on earth. And, to our surprise, we find 
our lives precisely by giving them away. Jesus does have a wonderful purpose and mission for your 
life. It involves you, but it’s not about you. It’s about him – his kingdom, his will, his glory.”

— Melissa Kruger

“If Jesus is the light of the world, see the world in a new light.”
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer

NOTE TO PARENTS
We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain with us during the entire service. 
However, if you’d like to take your children to childcare, we offer several options:

Nursery – 6 months to 18 months old
City Minis – 19 months up to 3 years old
City Kids Jr. –  3 and 4 year olds
City Kids –  Kindergarten and First Grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby where you and your child will be 
escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Minis, 
City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 



WELCOME & PREPARATION             

CALL TO WORSHIP     Psalm 34:1-3

Silent prayer of preparation: 
Gracious God, our Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and wanderings   
of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and kindled   
affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

Minister:  I will bless the LORD at all times;
  his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
 My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
  let the humble hear and be glad.

All:  Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
     and let us exalt his name together!

Come People of the Risen King
Words & Music:  Keith & Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend | Copyright 2007 Capitalcmgpublishing

 Come, people of the Risen King,
 Who delight to bring Him praise;
 Come all and tune your hearts to sing
 To the Morning Star of grace.
 From the shifting shadows of the earth
 We will lift our eyes to Him,
 Where steady arms of mercy reach
 To gather children in. 

  Refrain:
  Rejoice, Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
  One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice!

 Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
 And those weeping through the night;
 Come, those who tell of battles won,
 And those struggling in the fight.
 For His perfect love will never change,
 And His mercies never cease,
 But follow us through all our days
 With the certain hope of peace. 

 Come, young and old from every land -
 Men and women of the faith;
 Come, those with full or empty hands -
 Find the riches of His grace.
 Over all the world, His people sing -
 Shore to shore we hear them call
 The Truth that cries through every age:
 “Our God is all in all”

HYMN OF ADORATION           Please stand

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near to 
him. 
The call to worship 
focuses our attention 
on God and prepares 
us to meet with him. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s 
people sing not only 
as an expression 
of our love for God 
but also to remind 
ourselves of our 
place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is 
marked by its 
singing, from Israel’s 
deliverance through 
the Psalms to our 
worship today.



Minister:  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
All:  Before the mountains were brought forth, 
 or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing
Words: Charles Wesley 1779 | Music: Carl G. Glasser; Arr. By Lowell Mason 

1. O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 My great Redeemer’s praise
 The glories of my God and King 
 The triumphs of His grace 

2.  My gracious Master and my God 
 Assist me to proclaim
 To spread through all the earth abroad 
 The honors of Thy name 

3.  Jesus, the name that charms our fears 
 That bids our sorrows cease
 ‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears
 ‘Tis life and health and peace 

4.  He breaks the power of canceled sin 
 He sets the prisoners free
 His blood can make the foulest clean 
 His blood availed for me 

 PRAYER OF INVOCATION             Prayer of invocation: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 
Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to the 
next.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      Psalm 90:1-2

 HYMN OF ADORATION



“Pray then like this, ‘Our Father in heaven … Forgive us our debts …”

Minister: Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from the grave and crowned him Lord of all.

All:  We confess that we have not bowed before him
 or acknowledged his rule in our lives.
 We have gone along with the way of the world
 and failed to give him glory.
 Forgive us and raise us from sin,
 that we may be your faithful people,
 obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 who rules the world and is head of the church, his body.

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Breathe in us, O Holy Spirit, that our thoughts may all be holy. 
 Act in us that our works, too, may be holy. 

All:   Draw our hearts, Holy Spirit, that we may love only what is holy. 
 Strengthen us to defend all that is holy;
 guard us, then, that we always may be holy. 

Minister: May God grant you by the same Holy Spirit to have a right judgment in all things,  
 and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort, through the means of Christ Jesus  
 our Savior, who lives and reigns with the Father, the unity of the Holy Spirit, one  
 God, now and forever. Amen. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf 
of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

*from Augustine, Book of Common Worship

CALL TO CONFESSION Matthew 6:9, 12 

CONFESSION OF SIN*            

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE 2 Cor. 5:17-21

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 
We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of pardon: 
God declares 
through his Church 
that everyone 
who repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



Parents: If you’d like 
to take your children 
to nursery (6 to 18 
months), City Minis 
(19 months up to 3), 
City Kids Jr. (3 and 
4 year olds) or City 
Kids (kindergarten 
and first grade), 
please do so during 
this hymn. 
 Escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. Please 
make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Minis, City Kids 
Jr. and City Kids will 
be brought back into 
the service during 
the final hymn.

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE             
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
Words: Augustus Toplady, 1776; alt. by Thomas Cotterill, 1815 | Music: Thomas Hastings, 1830; arr. CXVI

1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me
 let me hide myself in thee;
 let the water and the blood,
 from thy riven side which flowed,
 be of sin the double cure,
 cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

2.   Not the labors of my hands
 can fulfill thy law’s demands;
 could my zeal no respite know,
 could my tears forever flow,
 all for sin could not atone;
 thou must save, and thou alone.

3.  Nothing in my hand I bring,
 simply to thy cross I cling;
 naked, come to thee for dress;
 helpless, look to thee for grace;
 foul, I to the Fountain fly;
 wash me, Savior, or I die.

Tag:
 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living.   
 Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 
 In reality, as we 
open the Scriptures 
we encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

Mark 1:21-39
 21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the 
synagogue and was teaching. 22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And immediately 
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 “What 
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are—the Holy One of God.” 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and 
come out of him!” 26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud 
voice, came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among 
themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even 
the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 And at once his fame spread everywhere 
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.

 29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and 
immediately they told him about her. 31 And he came and took her by the hand and 
lifted her up, and the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

 32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by 
demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together at the door. 34 And he healed 
many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would 
not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

 35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went 
out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were with 
him searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for 
you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there 
also, for that is why I came out.” 39 And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in 
their synagogues and casting out demons.

 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US  
 THE HEALER KING               REV. DUFF JAMES



 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion 
or the Eucharist, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes 
and invites all 
Christians who are 
willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members 
of a congregation 
that proclaims the 
gospel, and who 
seek strength to live 
more faithfully for 
Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that  
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the 
truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I 
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach 
me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that 
is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and 
have been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show 
me the reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, 
yet enthrall me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. 
I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer 
me complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and 
in a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I 
may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of 
your Spirit. Amen. 

A note about the 
flow: Please come 
forward in two lines 
down the center aisle 
for the distribution 
of Communion. Eat 
the bread privately 
as you make your 
way through the line. 
At the table, please 
choose a cup and 
form a circle around 
the chairs. Hold the 
cup until prompted 
to drink.
The outside trays 
on the table contain 
grape juice. The 
tray in the middle 
contains wine. There 
are gluten, wheat, 
yeast, dairy, egg, 
soy, nut, and corn 
free bread available 
in the bowl. If you’re 
unable to come 
forward to receive 
communion, please 
notify someone 
sitting next to you 
and they will be 
happy to bring the 
elements to you. 



 COMMUNION SONG        
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Words: William Williams (alt. Jeremy Casella) | Music: Jeremy Casella. ©2002 (ASCAP) 

1.  Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
 Pilgrim through this barren land.
 I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
 Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
 Bread of heaven,
 Feed me now and evermore; 
 Bread of heaven,
 Feed me now and evermore.

2. Open now the crystal fountain, 
 Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
 Let the fire and cloudy pillar
 Lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong Deliverer,
 Be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 
 Strong Deliverer,
 Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

  

He Will Hold Me Fast 
Words & Music Ada Habershon, Matthew Merker | © 2013 Matthew Merker Music, Getty Music Publishing 

1.  When I fear my faith will fail
 Christ will hold me fast
 When the tempter would prevail
 He will hold me fast
 I could never keep my hold
 Through life’s fearful path
 For my love is often cold
 He must hold me fast. 

2.  Those He saves are His delight
 Christ will hold me fast
 Precious in His holy sight
 He will hold me fast
 He’ll not let my soul be lost
 His promises shall last
 Bought by Him at such a cost
 He will hold me fast.

3. For my life He bled and died
 Christ will hold me fast
 Justice has been satisfied
 He will hold me fast
 Raised with Him to endless life
 He will hold me fast
 ‘Till our faith is turned to sight
 When He comes at last!

As you make your 
way through the line 
and into the circle, 
please join the 
musicians in singing 
the communion song.

 PARTAKING OF THE CUP             

 HYMN OF RESPONSE             

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,
 Bid my anxious fears subside;
 Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction, 
 Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
 Songs of praises, 
 I will ever give to Thee; 
 Songs of praises, 
 I will ever give to Thee.

Tag:
 Land me safe on Canaan’s side
 Bid my anxious fears, bid my anxious fear.
 Land me safe on Canaan’s side
 Bid my anxious fears, bid my anxious fear,
 Goodbye.

Chorus: 
 He will hold me fast 
 He will hold me fast
 For my Savior loves me so 
 He will hold me fast



 BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS           John Hopple

 DISMISSAL & SENDING           

Please take time after the service to meet someone you’ve never met.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

STEADFAST HOUSE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers are needed to help cook and serve dinner every 2nd Sunday of the month for Steadfast 
House, a ministry of ABCCM that provides transitional housing for women and children. Must 
love to cook. If interested, please contact Kate Dwyer: kdavisdwyer@gmail.com

DISCOVER CITY CHURCH CLASS :: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Discover City Church is designed for anyone interested in becoming a member of the church. The 
class will be held from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM. Email john@citychurchavl.org to RSVP or for more 
information. Please RSVP no later than Tuesday, November 12.

HOMEWARD BOUND COLLECTION :: THROUGH NOVEMBER 17
Homeward Bound exists to end chronic homelessness in Western North Carolina. As winter 
approaches, there is an emergent need for blankets, hand warmers, and mylar blankets for those 
who nevertheless remain unsheltered. Please consider donating over the next two weeks by 
visiting Homeward Bound in person (205 Elk Park Dr., Woodfin, NC 28804) or bring these items 
to church. You may also visit homewardboundwnc.org to give financial support. Please reach out 
to John Hopple if you have any questions (john@citychurchavl.org).

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP FEAST :: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18
The next Women’s Fellowship Feast will be on Monday, November 18 at 7:00 PM. The dinners are 
a wonderful opportunity to get to know one another in a small group setting over a meal. For more 
information or for directions on how to sign up, please email kristi@citychurchavl.org before the 
deadline on Sunday, November 10th.

MOTHERLOVE DONATION DRIVE :: THROUGH NOVEMBER 24
MotherLove is a program which seeks to help pregnant and parenting teens stay in school, 
graduate, access higher education and vocational training, and develop the skills and knowledge 
needed to become strong parents and delay another teen pregnancy. The program is committed 
to ensuring bright futures for teen parents and their families. In light of this, we’re accepting 
donations for the MotherLove supply closet during October and November. They are in need of 
pacifiers, newborn boy or gender neutral clothing, wipes, and diapers. Please look for a bin in the 
lobby on Sundays to donate or speak with Kelley Caruso (Kelleyrcaruso@gmail.com) if you have 
any questions. 

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: EVERY FRIDAY
Breakfast at the Mediterranean Restaurant (57 College St., 28801) starting at 7:00 AM.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God!



Contact Information Card
If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact information so we 
can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the box on the table in the lobby as you exit the main room. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY CHURCH PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 28802

Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians



 @citychurch @citychurch CityChurchofAsheville

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders

CITY GROUPS  
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s story. Small groups provide a place 
to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one another and the city. If you’re interested in taking part, choose a group 
below and visit. For more information, please email info@citychurchavl.org. 

Please bring your own food for dinner. The first hour is spent in fellowship over a meal.
 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the lobby where you can place 
your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You can give on-line (www.citychurchavl.org/donate). You can give via an automatic payment through 
your personal bank. Or you can mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.

Central City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 4:30 – 6:30 PM
Facilitators:  Eric & Carly Albee 
Hosts: Brian & Amanda Johnson
Address:  43 Lowell St., 28803
Contact:  duff@citychurchavl.org

North City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 5:00 – 7:00 PM
Facilitators:  Mary & Duncan Dorris, 
  Suzanne & Andrew Willis
Address:  rotating locations
Contacts:  andrew@mackconstructors.com
  dorris.duncan@gmail.com

East City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:45 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Hannah & Thomas Gibson, 
  Kelsey & David Sanders
Address:  9 Wagon Rd., Asheville, NC 28805
Contacts:  david.whitner.sanders@gmail.com

Kenilworth City Group – 
Time:   Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Facilitators:  Nat & Mindy Belz, 
  Dave & Nellie Fleming
Address:  15 Westchester Dr., 28803
Contacts:  nat.belz@gmail.com
  nellielovelace@gmail.com

Metro City Group –
Time:  Thursdays, 6:15 – 8:15 PM
Facilitators:  Mark & Abby Iverson, 
  John Hopple
Address:  rotating locations
Contact:  john@citychurchavl.org

South City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Tyler & Kelley Caruso, 
  Peter & Becca Ivey
Address:  624 Brookshire St., 28803
Contact:  kelleyrcaruso@gmail.com


