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NOTE TO PARENTS
We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain with us during the entire service. 
However, if you’d like to take your children to childcare, we offer several options:

Nursery – 6 months to 18 months old
City Minis – 19 months up to 3 years old
City Kids Jr. –  3 and 4 year olds
City Kids –  Kindergarten and First Grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby where you and your child will be 
escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Minis, 
City Kids Jr. and City Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 

A S H EV I L L E

“I could end this with a moral,
as if this were a fable about animals,
though no fables are really about animals.” 

— Margaret Atwood
The Tent

“Every happening, great and small, is a parable whereby God speaks to us, and the art of life is 
to get the message.”

—Malcolm Muggeridge

“The Christian faith is ultimately not only a matter of doctrine or understanding or of intellect, it 
is a condition of the heart.”

— David Lloyd-Jones

“Jesus did not give the parables to teach us how to live. He gave them, I believe, to correct our 
notions about who God is and who God loves.”

— Philip Yancey

“A parable is a summons to look beneath the surface.… Everyone may listen, but not everyone 
can catch what Jesus says. The key is to care enough about Jesus to pursue him for answers and 
then do what he says.… Jesus divides insiders from outsiders – those who commit themselves to 
be with him and to do God’s will and those who misunderstand him and consequently interfere 
with his work. His teaching creates a split between those who gather around him to learn the 
mysteries of the kingdom and those who do not.”

— David Garland

 



WELCOME & PREPARATION             

CALL TO WORSHIP     Psalm 145:1-9

Silent prayer of preparation: 
Gracious God, our Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and wanderings   
of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and kindled   
affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

Minister:  I will extol you, my God and King, 
     and bless your name forever and ever. 
All:    Every day I will bless you
     and praise your name forever and ever.

Minister:  Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
     and his greatness is unsearchable. 
     One generation shall commend your works to another, 
     and shall declare your mighty acts. 
All:   On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
     and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
     They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 
     and I will declare your greatness.

Minister:  They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 
     and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
All:    The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
     slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
     The LORD is good to all, 
     and his mercy is over all that he has made. 
      Thanks be to God! Let us worship him.

In the Name of God the Father
Words: Henry Allon, 1863 | Music: The Ironsides, 2011; Songs for Supper

1. In the name of God the Father, 
 In the name of God the Son, 
 In the name of God the Spirit, 
 One in three, and three in One; 
 In the Name which highest Angels 
 Speak not ere they veil their face, 
 Crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
 Come we to this sacred place. 
 Lo, in wondrous condescension, 
 Jesus seeks His altar-throne; 
 Though in lowly symbols hidden, 
 Faith and love His presence known. 
 When the Lord His temple visits, 
 Let the listening earth be still; 
 May the Spirit’s sweet indwelling 
 Each believing heart fulfill.

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near to 
him. 
The call to worship 
focuses our attention 
on God and prepares 
us to meet with him. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s 
people sing not only 
as an expression 
of our love for God 
but also to remind 
ourselves of our 
place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is 
marked by its 
singing, from Israel’s 
deliverance through 
the Psalms to our 
worship today.

MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP     

2.  Here, in figure represented, 
 See the passion once again; 
 Here behold the Lamb most Holy, 
 As for our redemption slain; 
 Here the Savior’s body broken, 
 Here the blood which Jesus shed, 
 Now the offer of communion, 
 Into lasting joy be led. 
 Here shall highest praise be offered, 
 Here shall meekest prayer be poured, 
 Here, with body, soul, and spirit, 
 God incarnate be adored. 
 Holy Jesus, for Thy coming 
 May Thy love our hearts prepare; 
 Thine we pray would have them wholly, 
 Enter, Lord, and tarry there.



All:	 Jesus	Christ	is	the	image	of	the	invisible	God,	the	firstborn	of	all	creation.
 For by him all things were created, 
 in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
 whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities 
 all things were created through him and for him.  
 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
 And he is the head of the body, the church. 
	 He	is	the	beginning,	the	firstborn	from	the	dead,	
 that in everything he might be preeminent.  
 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
 whether on earth or in heaven, 
  making peace by the blood of his cross.   
     

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Public Domain.  Words:  Robert Robinson. | Music:  American folk tune.

Come Thou Fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Hither by Thy help I’m come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let that grace now like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   Prayer of invocation: 
We ask God to meet 
us in our worship as 
he’s promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 
Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to the 
next.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Colossians 1:15-20

HYMN OF ADORATION      



“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. God shows 
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.… Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help in time of need.”

Minister:     Our God and Father, 
  in your presence we confess our sinfulness, 
  our shortcomings, 
  and our offenses against you. 

All:    You alone know how often we have sinned
  in wandering from your ways, 
  in wasting your gifts, 
  in forgetting your love, 
  in feeding our pride,
  in thinking we are pure when we are stained,  
  in estimating ourselves as great when we are small, 
  in failing to love, 
  in neglecting justice, 
  in ignoring your truth. 

Minister:    Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
  for we are ashamed and sorry
  for all we have done to displease you. 

All:     Forgive our sins, 
  and help us to live in your light
  and walk in your ways. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Father, calm us and quiet us with your love.
 Teach us to follow you with hopeful hearts and loving lives.

All:  Remind us that because of your steadfast love we can now have 
 real rest, real peace, real intimacy, and real fellowship with you. 

“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

CALL TO CONFESSION     Romans 5:6, 8; Hebrews 4:16

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON     Matthew 11:28-30

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 
We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of pardon: 
God declares 
through his Church 
that everyone 
who repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

* based on Prone to Wander, Barbara Duguid



Parents: If you’d like 
to take your children 
to nursery (6 to 18 
months), City Minis 
(19 months up to 3), 
City Kids Jr. (3 and 
4 year olds) or City 
Kids (kindergarten 
and first grade), 
please do so during 
this hymn. 
 Escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. Please 
make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Minis, City Kids 
Jr. and City Kids will 
be brought back into 
the service during 
the final hymn.

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Almighty God 
Lyrics and Melody by All Sons & Daughters | © 2014 Integrity’s Praise! Music, Integrity’s Alleluia! Music

Almighty God to you all hearts are open
Search and know our thoughts and anxious fears
Wash us in the fountain of your mercy
Come with your light, we cannot hide from you.

Almighty God to you all hearts are open
With gratitude we raise our song to You
Come and fill the praises of your people
In grace and truth, you make us new again. 

 Chorus: Hallelujah (3x)

Almighty God to you all hearts are open
We long for more than what this world provides
No shallow spring will ever satisfy us
But your river deep, floods over everything.

Almighty God to you all hearts are open
You take away our sickness and our sin
Oh Lamb of God we gather at your table
In bread and wine, you have supplied our needs. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living.   
 Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 
 In reality, as we 
open the Scriptures 
we encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

Mark 4:1-20
 1 Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about 
him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was 
beside the sea on the land. 2 And he was teaching them many things in parables, and 
in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as 
he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other 
seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it sprang 
up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since 
it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into good soil and 
produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a 
hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the 
parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of 
God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 12 so that

   “‘they may indeed see but not perceive,
      and may indeed hear but not understand,
     lest they should turn and be forgiven.’”

13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you 
understand all the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones 
along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and 
takes away the word that is sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky 
ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy. 17 
And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. 18 And others 
are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 19 but the cares 
of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown on the good soil 
are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and 
a hundredfold.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
GREEN–THUMB THEOLOGY REV. DUFF JAMES



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion 
or the Eucharist, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes 
and invites all 
Christians who are 
willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members 
of a congregation 
that proclaims the 
gospel, and who 
seek strength to live 
more faithfully for 
Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that  
the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers	of	Reflection	for	Those	Not	Partaking	in	Communion
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the 
truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I 
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach 
me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that 
is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and 
have been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show 
me the reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, 
yet enthrall me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. 
I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer 
me complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the 
dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and 
in a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I 
may take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of 
your Spirit. Amen. 

A note about the 
flow: Please come 
forward in two lines 
down the center aisle 
for the distribution 
of Communion. Eat 
the bread privately 
as you make your 
way through the line. 
At the table, please 
choose a cup and 
form a circle around 
the chairs. Hold the 
cup until prompted 
to drink.
The outside trays 
on the table contain 
grape juice. The 
tray in the middle 
contains wine. There 
are gluten, wheat, 
yeast, dairy, egg, 
soy, nut, and corn 
free bread available 
in the bowl. If you’re 
unable to come 
forward to receive 
communion, please 
notify someone 
sitting next to you 
and they will be 
happy to bring the 
elements to you. 



COMMUNION SONG      

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Words: Horatius Bonar. | Music: Kevin Twit; © Kevin Twit music

1.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 ‘Come unto Me and rest; 
 Lay down, O weary one lay down, 
 Your head upon My breast.’ 
 I came to Jesus as I was, 
 So weary, worn and sad; 
 I found in Him my resting place, 
 And He has made me glad.

2.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 ‘Behold I freely give 
 The living water; thirsty one, 
 Stoop down and drink, and live.’
 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
 From that life-giving stream 
 My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
 And now I live in Him.

In Christ Alone
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend. Copyright © 2001 Kingsway

1.  In Christ alone my hope is found;
 He is my light, my strength, my song;
 This cornerstone, this solid ground,
 Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
 What heights of love, what depths of peace,
 When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
 My comforter, my all in all—
 Here in the love of Christ I stand.

2.  In Christ alone, who took on flesh,
 Fullness of God in helpless babe!
 This gift of love and righteousness,
 Scorned by the ones He came to save.
 Till on that cross as Jesus died,
 The wrath of God was satisfied;
 For ev’ry sin on Him was laid—
 Here in the death of Christ I live.

PARTAKING OF THE WINE  

HYMN OF RESPONSE  

3.  There in the ground His body lay,
 Light of the world by darkness slain;
 Then bursting forth in glorious day,
 Up from the grave He rose again!
 And as He stands in victory,
 Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
 For I am His and He is mine—
 Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4.  No guilt in life, no fear in death—
 This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
 From life’s first cry to final breath,
 Jesus commands my destiny.
 *No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
 Can ever pluck me from His hand;
 Till He returns or calls me home—
 Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.

3.  I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
 ‘I am this dark world’s light; 
 Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
 And all thy days be bright.’ 
 I looked to Jesus, and I found 
 In Him my star, my sun; 
 And in that light of life I’ll walk 
 ‘Til pilgrim days are done.



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           

Please take time after the service to meet someone you’ve never met.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY :: BEGAN FEBRUARY 1
Join us as we study Ephesians for 12 weeks from February 1st – April 25th. For more information or to sign 
up, please email John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org).

  When:  Saturday mornings February 1st – April 25th @ 9:30 AM
  Where:   Wells Fargo building downtown (1 Haywood St., 28801)
  Cost: $10 for materials (checks may be made payable to City Church of Asheville with “Men’s  
      Study” in the memo line or visit citychurchavl.org/give to do the same. 

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: EVERY FRIDAY
Breakfast at the Mediterranean Restaurant (57 College St., 28801) starting at 7:00 AM.

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



Contact Information Card
If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact information so we 
can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the box on the table in the lobby as you exit the main room. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY             CHURCHPO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 28802

Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians



CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders

CITY GROUPS  
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s story. Small groups provide a place 
to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one another and the city. If you’re interested in taking part, choose a group 
below and visit. For more information, please email info@citychurchavl.org. 

Please bring your own food for dinner. The first hour is spent in fellowship over a meal.
 

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the lobby where you can place 
your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You can also give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give, through an automatic payment via your 
personal bank, or you can mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.

Central City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 4:30 – 6:30 PM
Facilitators:  Eric & Carly Albee 
Hosts: Brian & Amanda Johnson
Address:  43 Lowell St., 28803
Contact:  duff@citychurchavl.org

North City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Sundays, 5:00 – 7:00 PM
Facilitators:  Mary & Duncan Dorris, 
  Suzanne & Andrew Willis
Address:  rotating locations
Contacts:  andrew@mackconstructors.com
  dorris.duncan@gmail.com

East City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:45 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Hannah & Thomas Gibson, 
  Kelsey & David Sanders
Address:  9 Wagon Rd., Asheville, NC 28805
Contacts:  david.whitner.sanders@gmail.com

Kenilworth City Group – 
Time:   Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 PM
Facilitators:  Nat & Mindy Belz, 
  Dave & Nellie Fleming
Address:  15 Westchester Dr., 28803
Contacts:  nat.belz@gmail.com
  nellielovelace@gmail.com

Metro City Group –
Time:  Thursdays, 6:15 – 8:15 PM
Facilitators:  Mark & Abby Iverson, 
  John Hopple
Address:  rotating locations
Contact:  john@citychurchavl.org

South City Group – CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Time:  Tuesdays, 5:30 – 7:30 PM
Facilitators:  Tyler & Kelley Caruso, 
  Peter & Becca Ivey
Address:  624 Brookshire St., 28803
Contact:  kelleyrcaruso@gmail.com


