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FOR REFLECTION
“I have to see a thing a thousand times before I see it once.”

— Thomas Wolfe,
You Can’t Go Home

“Go to your church and listen to your stories about Jesus walking on the water, but 
if I saw a guy doing that I’d scream and scream and scream. Because it wouldn’t look 
like a miracle to me. It would look like an offense.” 

— Stephen King
It

“Every exceptional bias against Christianity I find to be evidence for its validity.”  
— Criss Jami

“After acting as Superman all around the Sea of Galilee, Jesus goes to his 
hometown, where everybody thinks they know who he is: plain old Clark Kent. 
Nothing he does can overcome their preformed assumptions about him. They’re 
like people raised in Christian homes who leave the too-familiar faith for something 
fresh and exotic, thinking, I already know him from the Bible stories of my youth 
and he hasn’t filled my hunger for meaning. They think, ‘What can he teach me 
now?’”

— David Garland
A Theology of Mark’s Gospel

“We pick and choose what we like and don’t like from Jesus’ teachings. In the end, 
we create a nice, non-offensive, politically correct, middle-class, American Jesus 
who looks just like us and thinks just like us. But Jesus is not customizable.” 

— David Platt



WELCOME              Rev. Duff James

GATHERING HYMN     

In the Name of God the Father
Words: Henry Allon, 1863 | Music: The Ironsides, 2011; Songs for Supper

1. In the name of God the Father, 
 In the name of God the Son, 
 In the name of God the Spirit, 
 One in three, and three in One; 
 In the Name which highest Angels 
 Speak not ere they veil their face, 
 Crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
 Come we to this sacred place. 

 Lo, in wondrous condescension, 
 Jesus seeks His altar-throne; 
 Though in lowly symbols hidden, 
 Faith and love His presence known. 
 When the Lord His temple visits, 
 Let the listening earth be still; 
 May the Spirit’s sweet indwelling 
 Each believing heart fulfill.

CALL TO WORSHIP     from Psalm 67:1-3

Minister:  May God be gracious to us and bless us
     and make his face to shine upon us, 
All:    that your way may be known on earth, 
     your saving power among all nations. 
     Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
     let all the peoples praise you!

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit
Words: Anonymous, Joachim Neander, Julie Melucci | Music: Julie Melucci ©2015 Julie Melucci Music (SESAC)

1.  Come, O come Thou Holy Spirit 
 Light and life Thy grace imparts 
 Blessed Source of consolation 
 Guide our minds and fill our hearts 
 Grant my mind and my affections 
 Wisdom, counsel, purity 
 That I may be ever seeking 
 Only that which pleases Thee

2.  Here, in figure represented, 
 See the passion once again; 
 Here behold the Lamb most Holy, 
 As for our redemption slain; 
 Here the Savior’s body broken, 
 Here the blood which Jesus shed, 
 Now the offer of communion, 
 Into lasting joy be led. 

 Here shall highest praise be offered, 
 Here shall meekest prayer be poured, 
 Here, with body, soul, and spirit, 
 God incarnate be adored. 
 Holy Jesus, for Thy coming 
 May Thy love our hearts prepare; 
 Thine we pray would have them wholly, 
 Enter, Lord, and tarry there.

2.  Savior lead us to adore Thee 
 By the true and living way 
 Then with angel hosts before Thee 
 May we worship, love and praise 
 Dwell within us, precious Spirit 
 Where Thou art no ill can come 
 Bless us now through Jesus’ merit 
 Reign in every heart and home



3.  Holy Spirit, strong and mighty 
 Thou who makest all things new 
 Make Thy work within me perfect 
 Help me by Thy word so true 
 In Thy faith, O make me steadfast 
 Let not Satan, death or shame 
 Of my confidence deprive me 
 Lord, my refuge is Thy name 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Psalm 90:1-2

Minister:  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

All:   Before the mountains were brought forth, 
  or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
  from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

. HYMN OF ADORATION      

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Words: William Williams (alt. Jeremy Casella) | Music: Jeremy Casella. ©2002 (ASCAP) 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore; 
Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore.

Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 
Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee; 
Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee.

Tag:  Land me safe on Canaan’s side
  Bid my anxious fears, bid my anxious fear.
  Land me safe on Canaan’s side
  Bid my anxious fears, bid my anxious fear. (Goodbye)

4.  When my final hour approaches 
 Let my hopes grow yet more bright 
 Let Thy love which never fails me 
 Dissipate the gloom of night 
 From that height which knows no measure 
 Fairer far than voice can tell 
 In Thy glorious courts of heaven 
 There, redeemed by Christ, to dwell



CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 40:11, 17

“As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy from me; your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness will ever preserve me.… As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for 
me. You are my help and my deliverer.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister:     Our God and Father, 
  in your presence we confess our sinfulness, 
  our shortcomings, 
  and our offenses against you. 

All:    You alone know how often we have sinned
  in wandering from your ways, 
  in wasting your gifts, 
  in forgetting your love, 
  in feeding our pride,
  in thinking we are pure when we are stained,  
  in estimating ourselves as great when we are small, 
  in failing to love, 
  in neglecting justice, 
  in ignoring your truth. 

Minister:    Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
  for we are ashamed and sorry
  for all we have done to displease you. 

All:     Forgive our sins, 
  and help us to live in your light
  and walk in your ways. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Father, calm us and quiet us with your love.
 Teach us to follow you with hopeful hearts and loving lives.

All:  Remind us that because of your steadfast love we can now have 
 real rest, real peace, real intimacy, and real fellowship with you. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        from Romans 6:6

“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

*Confession from Prone to Wander 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me 
Words & Music Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren | © 2018 CityAlight Music 

1. What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

2. The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need, His power is displayed
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley He will lead
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

We encourage you to take 30 seconds to send a text or video message sharing the peace of Christ to 
others in City Church. Consider an exchange like this: 

  May the peace of Christ always be with you! 
  And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS   John Hopple

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer: 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be
  done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
  debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
  evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI Arrangement: Karl Digerness

Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
The future sure, the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And He was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

4. With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For He has said that He will bring me home
And day by day I know He will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
HIGH STAKES REV. BRANDON BARRETT

Mark 6:1–13
  1 He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 And 
on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, 
saying, “Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such 
mighty works done by his hands? 3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother 
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they 
took offense at him. 4 And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his 
hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.” 5 And he could do no mighty 
work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 6 And he 
marveled because of their unbelief.

 And he went about among the villages teaching.

  7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority 
over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no 
bread, no bag, no money in their belts— 9 but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 10 
And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 11 
And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off 
the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and proclaimed 
that people should repent. 13 And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who 
were sick and healed them.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

The Lord Is My Joy
Words/Music: Nathan Partain, 2008 from Jaywalker, track released 2015 

The Lord is my joy, the Lord is my joy, 
When all that I have is lost, I find 
The Lord is my joy. 

The Lord is my strength, the Lord is my strength, 
When I am too weak to go on, I find 
The Lord is my strength. 

My all in all is he, my healing King, 
My Master tends to me, for him, my soul shall sing. 

The Lord is my rock, the Lord is my rock, 
When all I have faith in fails, I find 
The Lord is my rock. 

The Lord is my delight, the Lord is my delight, 
Above all the joys of life, I find 
The Lord is my delight. 

My all in all is he, my breath, my song. 
In him, I have everything; to him, my soul belongs. 



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
Praise the Savior Now and Ever
Words by Venantius Fortunatus | Music by William Moore (Arr. Benedict/Bradham) ©2006 Cardiphonia Music

Praise the Savior now and ever; praise him, all beneath the skies; 
Prostrate lying suff’ring, dying on the cross, a sacrifice. 
Vict’ry gaining life obtaining now in glory he doth rise. 

Man’s work faileth, Christ’s availeth; he is all our righteousness; 
He, our Savior, has forever set us free from dire distress. 
Through his merit we inherit light and peace and happiness. 

Sin’s bond severed, we’re delivered; Christ has bruised the serpent’s head; 
Death no longer is the stronger hell itself is captive led. 
Christ has risen from death’s prison; o’er the tomb he light has shed. 

For his favor, praise forever unto God the Father sing; 
Praise the Savior, praise him ever, Son of God, our Lord and King. 
Praise the Spirit; through Christ’s merit he doth us salvation bring.

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
CONNECT WITH CITY CHURCH 

Want to stay up to date with the life of City Church? Please take a moment to connect with us by 
updating your contact information here: citychurchavl.churchcenter.com/people/forms/19133. 
Moving forward it will be vitally important to create a culture of clear and up-to-date communication. In 
the coming days, we’re going to implement “text” communication both as a way for us to communicate 
with you as well as prompting you for ways to share with us. You can opt out of text messaging at any 
time by replying “opt out” to a message. Please reach out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for 
more details and information.

TEXT TO GIVE! 
We are excited to announce a new way to support the ministry of City Church. Text to Give is a quick and 
secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar amount 
to this number: 84321. If this is your first time giving, follow the prompts to connect your preferred 
payment method to City Church. This process is secure, painless, and only takes about a minute to 
set up. Reference this video for more instructions: www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMwFYuqxlRg, or 
reach out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more information. Tip: save the number in your 
phone contacts as “Text to Give” for future use. 

PRAYER REQUESTS
Oswald Chambers once said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.” 
To know how we can support you in the ‘greater work’ of prayer, we invite you to text your prayer 
requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, prayer requests 
will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church. Tip: For future use, save this number 
in your phone contacts as “Prayer Requests”. 

ABCCM URGENT NEEDS
ABCCM is in immediate need of donations for dry goods and frozen meals. You can support them by 
following the link below or by delivering food and supplies to one of their four crisis ministry locations. 
www.abccm.org/abccm-catalog. For current crisis needs, please visit here.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMwFYuqxlRg
mailto:john@citychurchavl.org
http://www.abccm.org/abccm-catalog
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/517988d0e4b0f0be01bfb04b/t/5e18a3636cb0c9586a424735/1578672995736/Current+Crisis+Site+Needs+January+2020.pdf


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table 
in the lobby where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You can also give online by going 
to citychurchavl.org/give, through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you can mail a 
check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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