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FOR REFLECTION
“It’s in our hearts that the evil lies, and it’s from our hearts that it must be plucked out.”

— Bertrand Russell

“It’s easier to denature plutonium than it is to denature the evil spirit of man.”
— Albert Einstein

“Certainty. Joy. Certainty. Emotion. Sight. Joy … Joy. Joy. Tears of joy.”
— Blaise Pascal, reflecting on his coming to faith in Jesus 

“We must tell stories the way God does, stories in which a sister must float her 
little brother on a river with nothing but a basket between him and the crocodiles. 
Stories in which a king is a coward, and a shepherd boy steps forward to face the 
giant. Stories with fiery serpents and leviathans and sermons in whirlwinds. Stories 
in which murderers are blinded on donkeys and become heroes. Stories with 
dens of lions and fiery furnaces and lone prophets laughing at kings and priests 
and demons. Stories with heads on platters. Stories with courage and crosses and 
redemption. Stories with resurrections.” 

— N.D. Wilson

“The proclamation of Easter Day is that all is well. And as a Christian, I say this not 
with the easy optimism of one who has never known a time when all was not well 
but as one who has faced the cross in all its obscenity as well as in all its glory, who 
has known one way or another what it is like to live separated from God. In the end, 
his will, not ours, is done. Love is the victor. Death is not the end. The end is life. 
His life and our lives through him, in him. Existence has greater depths of beauty, 
mystery, and benediction than the wildest visionary has ever dared to dream. 
Christ our Lord is risen.”

— Frederick Buechner

“Make no mistake: if he rose at all it was as his body; if the cells’ dissolution did not 
reverse, the molecules reknit, the amino acids rekindle, the Church will fail. Let us 
not mock God with metaphor, analogy, sidestepping transcendence; making of the 
event a parable, a sign painted in the faded credulity of earlier ages; lust us walk 
through the door.” 

— John Updike

“Easter is an affirmation that life has meaning, that it’s not sound and fury, signifying 
nothing. The resurrection means life defeats death, that Grace defeats sin. It’s a 
time for a conversation about meaning too, because agnostics may think about 
Christian claims this week. They may even come to church to hear us make our 
case, just as we can listen when agnostics make their case. ” 

— Dan Doriani



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

Come People of the Risen King
Words & Music:  Keith & Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend | Copyright 2007 Capitalcmgpublishing

1.  Come, people of the Risen King,
 Who delight to bring Him praise;
 Come all and tune your hearts to sing
 To the Morning Star of grace.
 From the shifting shadows of the earth
 We will lift our eyes to Him,
 Where steady arms of mercy reach
 To gather children in. 

2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
 And those weeping through the night;
 Come, those who tell of battles won,
 And those struggling in the fight.
 For His perfect love will never change,
 And His mercies never cease,
 But follow us through all our days
 With the certain hope of peace. 

CALL TO WORSHIP     from 1 Cor. 15:19-28; 2 Cor. 5:17
Minister: He is risen!
All:    He is risen indeed!

Minister: Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
All:    He has raised Jesus from the dead.

Minister: Jesus is the first fruits of the new creation.
All:    And he graciously shares his new life with us.

Minister: If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. 
All:    The old has gone; behold, the new has come.

Minister: He is risen!
All:    He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

HYMN OF ADORATION    

The Power of the Cross
Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend | Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music(PRS)

1.  Oh, to see the dawn
 Of the darkest day:
 Christ on the road to Calvary.
 Tried by sinful men,
 Torn and beaten, then
 Nailed to a cross of wood. 

3.  Come, young and old from every land -
 Men and women of the faith;
 Come, those with full or empty hands -
 Find the riches of His grace.
 Over all the world, His people sing -
 Shore to shore we hear them call
 The Truth that cries through every age:
 “Our God is all in all”

 Refrain:
  Rejoice, Rejoice! 
  Let every tongue rejoice! 
  One heart, one voice; 
  O Church of Christ, rejoice!

Chorus:  
 This, the pow’r of the cross:
 Christ became sin for us;
 Took the blame, bore the wrath
 We stand forgiven at the cross.



 2. Oh, to see the pain
 Written on Your face,
 Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
 Ev’ry bitter thought,
 Ev’ry evil deed
 Crowning Your bloodstained brow.

3. Now the daylight flees;
 Now the ground beneath
 Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
 Curtain torn in two,
 Dead are raised to life;
 ”Finished!” the vict’ry cry.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Romans 8:31-39

All:  God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all— how will he not also, along with him,
 graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who  
 justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 
 right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of  
 Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am  
 convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
 come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to  
 separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. If God is for us, who can be against  
 us?

HYMN OF ADORATION      

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Words & Music: Matt Boswell, Michael Bleecker, Matt Papa | © 2012 Bleecker Publishing; McKinney Music, Inc

Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man 
In his living, in his suffering, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold 

4.  Oh, to see my name
 Written in the wounds,
 For through Your suffering I am free.
 Death is crushed to death;
 Life is mine to live,
 Won through Your selfless love. 

Final Chorus: 
 This, the pow’r of the cross:
  Son of God—slain for us.
  What a love! What a cost! 
  We stand forgiven at the cross.



Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e’er restrain him, praise the Lord, He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when he comes.

CALL TO CONFESSION     1 Corinthians 15:16-19

“For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the tomb you have given us the sure sign of your power  
 to deliver us from sin and death and to renew your whole creation. 

All:  We confess that we still fall into doubt and fear. We continue to cling to selfish ways and  
 doubt your power to make all things new. We confess the times when we have lived as if  
 Jesus had not been raised from the dead:
  when we have caved during temptation, 
  when we have insulated ourselves from hope and change, 
  when we have retreated into well-worn ruts of shame and fear,
  when we have abused others and taken advantage of them,
  when we have not loved God and our neighbor as we ought,
  and when we have let doubt rule our days.  
 Forgive our lack of faith. Have mercy on our weakness. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Jesus, thank you that you mercifully and compassionately entered this world of suffering 
 and temptation. You know what it’s like to be tired and overwhelmed, to feel excruciating  
 pain and physical weakness, to be abandoned and betrayed. Thank you that you were  
 faithful in all these things for us, holding fast to your confession, always trusting the Father,  
 always revering him and obeying him from your heart. Thank you, Father, that for our sake
  you made Jesus to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the   
 righteousness of God. 

All:  Help us to cling to Jesus, the substance and source of our confession. Show us
 more clearly our eternal Savior, King, and Advocate, and help us to  ponder more deeply  
 his resurrection and love for us when we are tempted to doubt it. Strengthen us in  
 maturing holiness as you continue the good work that you have already begun in us so  
 that on the last day we might be presented to Christ as part of his spotless bride, the  
 church. Raise us from the death of sin that we may live with Christ in the joy of his   
 resurrection, now and forever. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        1 Peter 2:24

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed.”



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Before the Throne of God Above
Original words by Charitie Lees Bancroft (1841-1892), | alternate words and music by Vikki Cook ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP)

1. Before the throne of God above,
 I have a strong, a perfect plea,
 A great High Priest whose name is “Love,”
 Who ever lives and pleads for me. (2x)

2.  My name is graven on His hands,
 My name is written on His heart;
 I know that while in heav’n He stands
 no tongue can bid me thence depart. (2x)

3.  When Satan tempts me to despair, 
 and tells me of the guilt within,
 upward I look and see Him there 
 Who made an end to all my sin. (2x)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Leader: We pray for this congregation, 
All: that we would reflect your grace, compassion, and justice.  

Leader: We pray for our friends who do not yet know you,
All: that you would draw them to your fountain of life.

Leader: We pray for the City of Asheville.
All: Unleash your redemptive power and restore what is broken.

Leader: We pray for the world. 
All: Pour out your new life everywhere it is needed. 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer. 

Leader: Let us join together in praying as Jesus taught us to pray: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
  forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is  
  the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

We encourage you to take 30 seconds to send a text or video message sharing the peace of Christ to 
others in City Church. Consider an exchange like this: 

  May the peace of Christ always be with you! 

  And also with you.

4.  Because the sinless Savior died, 
 my sinful soul is counted free; 
 For God, the Just, is satisfied 
 to look on Him and pardon me. (2x)

5. Behold him there! The risen Lamb, 
 my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
 the great unchangeable I AM, 
 the King of glory and of grace! (2x)

6. One with Himself I cannot die, 
 My soul is purchased by His blood;
 My life is hid with Christ on high, 
 with Christ, my Savior and my God. (2x)



GLORIA PATRI Arrangement: Karl Digerness

Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
THE [VIRTUAL] CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION  REV. DUFF JAMES

Luke 24:13-35
  13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
15 While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with 
them. 16 But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What is 
this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, 
looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 And 
he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our 
chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 
But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. 
They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came 
back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him 
they did not see.” 25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things 
and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.

  28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going 
farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day 
is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took 
the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Did not our 
hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 
33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and 
those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has 
appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known 
to them in the breaking of the bread.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Words: James Montgomery | Music: Sandra McCracken; ©2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP)

 Chorus:  
  Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
  Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!
  His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. 

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 

Kings shall fall down before Him, and gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing; 

The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love. 



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
Words: Latin carol (trans. Charles Wesley). | Music: the Lyra Davidica. Public domain. 

Christ, the Lord, is risen today, Alleluia! 
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 
Raise your voice and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, Alleluia!

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Alleluia! 
Christ has burst the gates of hell, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened Paradise, Alleluia!  

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once He died, our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! 
Praise to Thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 
Hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia!  

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           

PLEASE HELP US KEEP YOUR INFORMATION CURRENT IN OUR DATABASE
Please take a moment to update your contact information here: citychurchavl.churchcenter.com/
people/forms/19133. Moving forward it will be vitally important to create a culture of clear and up-to-
date communication. In the coming days, we’re going to implement “text” communication both as a way 
for us to communicate with you as well as prompting you for ways to share with us. You can opt out of 
text messaging at any time by replying “opt out” to a message. Please reach out to John Hopple (john@
citychurchavl.org) for more details and information.

NEW TO CITY CHURCH AND WANT TO CONNECT? 
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!  

TEXT TO GIVE! 
We are excited to announce a new way to support the ministry of City Church. Text to Give is a quick and 
secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar amount 
to this number: 84321. If this is your first time giving, follow the prompts to connect your preferred 
payment method to City Church. This process is secure, painless, and only takes about a minute to 
set up. Reference this video for more instructions: www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMwFYuqxlRg, or 
reach out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more information. Tip: save the number in your 
phone contacts as “Text to Give” for future use. 

PRAYER REQUESTS
Oswald Chambers once said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.” 
To know how we can support you in the ‘greater work’ of prayer, we invite you to text your prayer 
requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, prayer requests 
will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church. Tip: For future use, save this number 
in your phone contacts as “Prayer Requests”. 

ABCCM URGENT NEEDS
ABCCM is in immediate need of donations for dry goods and frozen meals. You can support them by 
following the link below or by delivering food and supplies to one of their four crisis ministry locations. 
www.abccm.org/abccm-catalog. For current crisis needs, please visit here.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMwFYuqxlRg
mailto:john@citychurchavl.org
http://www.abccm.org/abccm-catalog
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/517988d0e4b0f0be01bfb04b/t/5e18a3636cb0c9586a424735/1578672995736/Current+Crisis+Site+Needs+January+2020.pdf
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 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)
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Volunteer Coordinator
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  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
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 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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