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FOR REFLECTION
“Satan: ‘I will cause anxiety, fear and panic. I will shutdown business, schools, places 
of worship and sports events. I will cause economic turmoil’. 
Jesus: ‘I will bring together neighbors, restore the family unit. I will bring dinner back 
to the kitchen table. I will help people slow down their lives and appreciate what 
really matters. I will teach my children to rely on me and not the world. I will teach 
my children to trust me and not their money and material resources.”

— C.S. Lewis

“The heart of man can never be satisfied with the things of this world. It is always 
empty, an hungry, and thirsty, and dissatisfied, till it comes to Christ.”

— J.C. Ryle

“The pieces grew under his touch, and the disciples always found his hands full 
when they came back with their own empty.” 

— Alexander Maclaren



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

All Creatures of Our God and King
Words: Saint Francis of Assisi. | Music: German tune. Public Domain.
 

1. All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam 

 Refrain:  O praise Him! O praise Him!
   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rushing morn in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening find a voice 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP     Isaiah 55:1-3

Minister:  Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
     and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! 
All:    Come buy wine and milk without money and without price. 

Minister:  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
All:    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Minister:  Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
All:    Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live.

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Almighty God 
Lyrics and Melody by All Sons & Daughters | © 2014 Integrity’s Praise! Music, Integrity’s Alleluia! Music

1. Almighty God to you all hearts are open
Search and know our thoughts and anxious fears
Wash us in the fountain of your mercy
Come with your light, we cannot hide from you.

2. Almighty God to you all hearts are open
With gratitude we raise our song to You
Come and fill the praises of your people
In grace and truth, you make us new again. 

 Chorus: Hallelujah (3x)

3. Thou flowing water pure and clear
Make music for Thy Lord to hear
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright
That givest man both warmth and light  

4. All ye men of tender heart
Forgiving others take your part
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on Him cast your care 

5. Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship him in humbleness
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, three in one 

3. Almighty God to you all hearts are open
We long for more than what this world provides
No shallow spring will ever satisfy us
But your river deep, floods over everything.

4. Almighty God to you all hearts are open
You take away our sickness and our sin
Oh Lamb of God we gather at your table
In bread and wine, you have supplied our needs. 



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Minister:  You are worthy O Lord, to receive blessing, and honor, and glory and power. For you   
  have created all things, and for your pleasure and praise they are and were created. We  
  worship you, the one who made heaven and earth, the sea and everything in them. You  
  spoke, and that was it. You commanded, and it stood firm. You said, ‘Let there be light,’ and  
  there was light. You declared, ‘Let the expanse of the skies come into being,’ and so it was.  
  You made all things very good, and they are maintained up to this day by your sovereign  
  appointment. For everything in creation exists to serve you. 

All:   The day is yours, the night is also yours. You established the sun and the moon. You are  
  the one who determined all the boundaries of the earth. You made the seasons of   
  summer and winter. Lord Christ, you sustain all things by your powerful word. In you all  
  things hold together in harmony. 
  (Rev. 4:11, 14:7; Ps. 33:9; Gen. 1:3, 6, 7, 31; Ps. 119:91; Ps. 74:16, 17; Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17)

 HYMN OF ADORATION      

Spirit of God
Music: Karl Digerness | Lyrics: George Croly

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart,
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, 
And make me love Thee as I ought to love. 

I ask no dream, no prophet-ecstasies; 
No sudden rending of the veil of clay; 
No angel vision, no op’ning skies; 
But take the dimness of my soul away.

Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh; 
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King? 
All, all Thine own, soul, heart and strength and mind;
I see Thy cross there teach me to cling; 
O let me seek Thee, and O let me find.

Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, 
One holy passion filling all my frame: 
The presence of Thy descended Dove, 
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame



CALL TO CONFESSION     Philippians 4:19

“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister:  Father, we have not delighted in you as we ought. 
  We have not found you to be enough.   
  We find great delight in your creation and in the good gifts that you have given to us, 
   but we rarely spend time delighting in you. 
  We love and enjoy you when you give us what we want,
   but we become anxious, fretful, and angry when life is hard 
   and you seem unwilling to rescue us from uncomfortable or painful circumstances. 

All:    You have surrounded us daily with your goodness and mercy. 
 We should fill each day with praise, adoration, and thanksgiving to you, 
  but we are weak, selfish, and full of sin. 
 We love the gifts that you give us far more than we love you, 
  and resent you when you call us to suffer. 
 We get angry with you when you do not answer our prayers as we wish; 
  we wallow in our anxiety and fear that you will take away the good things in our lives  
  we love too much. 
 Forgive us, Lord, for doubting your love and goodness, and for finding joy and 
  contentment in our own abilities, relationships, and possessions instead of you alone. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Father, it was Jesus who delighted in you above all else 
  and perfectly committed all his ways to your sovereign will. 
 We praise you that his flawless obedience is ours through faith, 
  and we are forever reconciled to you as your beloved children. 

All:  We are thankful that your mercy is higher than the heavens, 
  wider than our wanderings, deeper than all our sin. 
 Help us to change our way of life so that we may desire what is good, 
  love what you love, 
   and do what you command, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Hosea 6:1-3

“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has struck us down, and he 
will bind us up.… he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know; let us press on to know the 
LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water 
the earth.” 

*Confession from Prone to Wander 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted
Words: Joseph Swain (alt. Kevin Twit) | Music: Kevin Twit © 2013 Kevin Twit music (ascap)

1.  Come ye souls by, sin afflicted,
 Bowed with fruitless sorrow down;
 By the broken law convicted,
  Through the cross, behold the crown;
  Look to Jesus; look to Jesus; look to Jesus; 
 Mercy flows through Him alone.

2.  Take His easy yoke and wear it;
 Love will make your obedience sweet;
  Christ will give you strength to bear it,
  While His grace shall guide your feet
  Safe to glory, safe to glory, safe to glory, 
 Where His ransomed captives meet.

ANNOUNCEMENTS   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

A prayer by Cornelius Plantinga: “Gracious God, Champion of the Universe, we so often fluff ourselves 
up. Aren’t we the only creatures who compose masterpieces of music and art? Don’t we govern ourselves, 
enrich ourselves, promote ourselves? Can’t we dunk basketballs, bat baseballs, spike volleyballs? Aren’t 
some of us masters of comic irony? Other creatures don’t practice rocket science. We do. And yet. Here 
we are, frightened by a thing so small it can’t be seen under most microscopes. It’s not even an animal 
or a plant. It’s a virus, a mere parasite, dependent on our own living cells to replicate. And yet it has 
shuttered our schools, cancelled our flights, and emptied our churches. It has consumed the attention 
of our leading scientists, wrenched our politics out of shape, dominated our conversations, and scared 
the daylights out of us. We don’t want to get sick. And we don’t want to die. We are afraid, O God. Afraid 
of a microorganism. Afraid of each other. Great and quiet source of peace, quiet our fears. We are wary, 
uncertain, strung tight. Quiet our fears. We have no idea what the future will bring, but we do know You 
will be in our future to hold us there. We cannot quiet ourselves, O God. We cannot comfort ourselves, 
cannot heal ourselves, cannot help ourselves. All we can do is wash our hands and keep our distance. 
Our rocket science is no good to us for this threat. O God, great and quiet source of peace, quiet us, 
Your anxious ones, and let us cling for comfort to Your suffering Son, Jesus Christ. Gather us under His 
wings. Remind us that He suffers with us, but He’s also the Great Physician. In Him, let us not be afraid. 
Please, let us not be afraid.”

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

We encourage you to take 30 seconds to send a text or video message sharing the peace of Christ to 
others in City Church. Consider an exchange like this: 

  May the peace of Christ always be with you! 
  And also with you.

3.  Blessed are the eyes that see Him,
  Blest the ears that hear His voice;
  Blessed are the souls that trust Him,
  And in Him, alone rejoice;
  His commandments, His commandments, His commandments 
 Then become their happy choice.

4.  Sweet as home to pilgrims weary,
  Light to newly opened eyes,
  Like full springs in deserts dreary,
  Is the rest, the cross supplies;
  All who taste it, all who taste it, all who taste it 
 Shall to rest immortal rise.



GLORIA PATRI Arrangement: Karl Digerness

Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
FEASTING ON HOPE REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 6:30-44
  30 The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 31 And he 
said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were 
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to 
a desolate place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they 
ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When he went ashore 
he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. 35 And when it grew late, his disciples 
came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 36 Send them away to 
go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But 
he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and 
buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, 
“How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five, 
and two fish.” 39 Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So 
they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. 41 And taking the five loaves and the two 
fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And they all 
ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. 
44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

He’s on Our Side (Psalm 124) 
Words & Music Wendell Kimbrough & Jason Pears | ©2017 (BMI) 

Our help has come in the Name of the Lord, 
the One who formed all the earth and the sky.
Behold! He comes to destroy the chains of death
and raise us up to life. 

O bless his name, for he has given us
everything we need to fly. 
Our broken wings, they have not hindered us. 
We have the Lord; 
He’s on our side! 



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
King of Love
Words: H.W. Baker | Music: Adam Palmer/Jonathan Smith/Matthew Hein/Stephanie Kulla/Stuart Garaged

The King of Love my Shepherd is
Whose goodness faileth never
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever

Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth  

Chorus: 
 Never failing, Ruler of my heart
 Everlasting, Lover of my soul
 On the mountain high or in the valley low
 The King of Love my Shepherd is

Lost and foolish off I strayed
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me

In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
Thy rod and staff my comfort still
Thy cross before to guide me  

Bridge:  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise
Within Your house forever

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           

PLEASE HELP US KEEP YOUR INFORMATION CURRENT IN OUR DATABASE
Please take a moment to update your contact information here: citychurchavl.churchcenter.com/
people/forms/19133. Moving forward it will be vitally important to create a culture of clear and up-to-
date communication. In the coming days, we’re going to implement “text” communication both as a way 
for us to communicate with you as well as prompting you for ways to share with us. You can opt out of 
text messaging at any time by replying “opt out” to a message. Please reach out to John Hopple (john@
citychurchavl.org) for more details and information.

NEW TO CITY CHURCH AND WANT TO CONNECT? 
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!  

TEXT TO GIVE! 
We are excited to announce a new way to support the ministry of City Church. Text to Give is a quick and 
secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar amount 
to this number: 84321. If this is your first time giving, follow the prompts to connect your preferred 
payment method to City Church. This process is secure, painless, and only takes about a minute to 
set up. Reference this video for more instructions: www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMwFYuqxlRg, or 
reach out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more information. Tip: save the number in your 
phone contacts as “Text to Give” for future use. 

PRAYER REQUESTS
Oswald Chambers once said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater work.” 
To know how we can support you in the ‘greater work’ of prayer, we invite you to text your prayer 
requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, prayer requests 
will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church. Tip: For future use, save this number 
in your phone contacts as “Prayer Requests”. 

ABCCM URGENT NEEDS
ABCCM is in immediate need of donations for dry goods and frozen meals. You can support them by 
following the link below or by delivering food and supplies to one of their four crisis ministry locations. 
www.abccm.org/abccm-catalog. For current crisis needs, please visit here.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMwFYuqxlRg
mailto:john@citychurchavl.org
http://www.abccm.org/abccm-catalog
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/517988d0e4b0f0be01bfb04b/t/5e18a3636cb0c9586a424735/1578672995736/Current+Crisis+Site+Needs+January+2020.pdf


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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