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“The bad news can be told full out, for it is not the only news.” 
— John Updike

“Oh doubting Thomas, father of my faith,
You put your finger on the nub of things
We cannot love some disembodied wraith,
But flesh and blood must be our king of kings. 
Your teaching is to touch, embrace, anoint, 
Feel after Him and find Him in the flesh. 
Because He loved your awkward counter-point 
The Word has heard and granted you your wish. 
Oh place my hands with yours, help me divine 
The wounded God whose wounds are healing mine.”

— Malcolm Guite

“Conversion is not the smooth, easy-going process some men seem to think … it is 
wounding work, this breaking of the hearts, but without wounding there is no saving.… 
Where there is grafting there will always be a cutting, the graft must be let in with a 
wound; to stick it onto the outside or tie it on with a string would be of no use. Heart 
must be set to heart and back to back or there will be no sap from root to branch. And 
this, I say, must be done by a wound, by a cut.” 

— John Bunyan

“And, again and again, we get the sense: when we look at Jesus, and see what happens 
through his name, it is as though, like Moses, we are standing by the burning bush, 
seeing something spectacular, which ought to say to us that the creator God, the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is living and active and keeping his promises once again.”

— NT Wright

“There is no other way to the happiness for which we were made ... if you want to get 
warm you must stand near the fire; if you want to be wet you must get into the water. 
If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even into, the thing 
that has them. They are not a sort of prize which God could, if He chose, just hand 
out to anyone. They are a great fountain of energy and beauty spurting up at the very 
centre of reality. If you are close to it, the spray will wet you: if you are not, you will 
remain dry ... Now the whole offer which Christianity makes is this: that we can, if we let 
God have His way, come to share in [this life,] the life of Christ. If we do, we shall then 
be sharing a life which ... always has existed and always will exist. Christ is the Son of 
God ... we also shall be sons of God. We shall love the Father as He does and the Holy 
Spirit will arise in us ... The whole purpose of becoming a Christian is simply nothing 
else.” 

— C.S. Lewis



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Words: John Newton | Music: Franz Josef Haydn

1.  Glorious things of thee are spoken,
 Zion, city of our God;
 He, Whose word cannot be broken,
 Formed thee for His own abode
 On the Rock of Ages founded,
 What can shake thy sure repose?
 With salvation’s walls surrounded,
 Thou mayst smile at all thy foes.

2.  See the streams of living waters, 
 Springing from eternal love. 
 Well supplies Thy sons and daughters, 
 And all fears of want removes.
 Who can faint while such a river 
 Ever flows their thirst to quench? 
 Grace which like the Lord, the giver, 
 Never fails from age to age.

CALL TO WORSHIP    Isaiah 12:2-6
Minister: Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid, 

All:  for the LORD God is my strength and my song, 
 and he has become my salvation. 

Minister: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day:

All:  Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, 
 make known his deeds among the peoples; 
 proclaim that his name is exalted.

Minister:  Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 
 let this be made known in all the earth.

All: Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of God, 
 for great in your midst is the Holy One.

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Come, Holy Spirit, Come
Words:  Joseph Hart, 1759 | Music: Hiram Ring, 2011 © Hiram Ring, Pageant Music

1.  Come, Holy Spirit, come;
 Let thy bright beams arise;
 Dispel the darkness from our minds, 
 And open all our eyes. 

3.  Blessed inhabitants of Zion, 
 Washed in the Redeemer’s blood; 
 Jesus, Whom their souls rely on, 
 Makes them kings and priests to God 
 ’Tis His love His people raises,
 Over self to reign as kings 
 And as priests His solemn praises 
 Each for a thank offering bring.

4.  Savior, if of Zion’s city, 
 I, through grace, a member am, 
 Let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in Thy Name 
 Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
 All his boasted pomp and show 
 Solid joys and lasting treasures 
 None but Zion’s children know.

2.  Convince us of our sin,
 Then lead to Jesus’ blood;
 And to our wondering view reveal 
 The secret love of God.



3. Tis thine to cleanse the heart, 
 to purify the soul,
 to pour fresh life in every part 
 and new create the whole. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Heidelberg Catechism, #26
Minister: What do you believe when you say: I believe in God the Father almighty, Creator of   
 heaven and earth?

All:  That the eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing created heaven  
 and earth and all that is in them, and who still upholds and governs them by His   
 eternal counsel and providence, is, for the sake of Christ His Son, my God and  
 my Father. In Him I trust so completely as to have no doubt that He will provide me 
 with all things necessary for body and soul, and will also turn to my good 
 whatever adversity He sends me in this life of sorrow. He is able to do so as 
 almighty God, and willing also as a faithful Father. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Words: Horatius Bonar. | Music: Kevin Twit; © Kevin Twit music

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one lay down, 
Your head upon My breast.’ 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
So weary, worn and sad; 
I found in Him my resting place, 
And He has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Behold I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down and drink, and live.’
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
From that life-giving stream 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘I am this dark world’s light; 
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy days be bright.’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk 
‘Til pilgrim days are done.

4. Dwell, therefore, in our hearts;
 Our minds from bondage free;
 Then we shall know, and praise, and love 
 The Father, Son, and Thee.



CALL TO CONFESSION     Philippians 4:19

“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister: Father in heaven, we confession and acknowledge now our sins against you and our   
 neighbor. 

All:    Almighty God, we want life. We want full life. We want life that satisfies our deepest  
 longings:
  our longing to belong, 
  our longing to be safe, 
  our longing to be comfortable, 
  our longing to be important,
  our longing to have purpose,
  our longing to have significant relationships
  our longing to have an abundant life. 
 
Minister: Giver of all life, you are the only source of life that satisfies these longings. 

All:     But we are prone to wander, to leave you and forsake you, to spurn your love and grace.  
 We are often ashamed of you. We forget you.  
 We are more comfortable fighting for ourselves than trusting you. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Father, we repent and now turn to you, 
 away from our lifeless, uncaring, and unsatisfying gods. 

All:  Forgive us and renew us in Jesus Christ. We ask all these things in his name, amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Psalm 32:5

“Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, ‘I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord.’ And you forgave the guilt of my sin.”



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Is Not Christ the Anthem Sweet?
Words and Music: Nathan Poole, 2010

Is not Christ the anthem sweet 
of every sinner’s song 
It is weakness calling out 
It is calling on the one it loves 

How his mercy knows no bounds 
How relentless is his love 
He is like a captor come 
With full and able arms 

What an anthem sweet 
Is the Savior’s name to me 
In the darkness of the night 
My brother, friend and guide 
O’ the precious love of Christ 

Let his voice come softly fall 
On this frail and empty heart 
And I am bank and brimming full 
He has overpaid his love 

See his garments turn so white 
See the world becoming dim 
You can hide yourself inside 
His resurrected life

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

We encourage you to take 30 seconds to send a text or video message sharing the peace of Christ to 
others in City Church. Consider an exchange like this: 

 May the peace of Christ always be with you! 
 And also with you.

DOXOLOGY tune: Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
SIGN LANGUAGE REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 7:31-37
 31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in 
the region of the Decapolis. 32 And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a speech 
impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33 And taking him aside from the 
crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. 34 And 
looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 And Jesus charged them 
to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37 And 
they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. He even makes the 
deaf hear and the mute speak.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

He’s on Our Side (Psalm 124) 
Words & Music Wendell Kimbrough & Jason Pears | ©2017 (BMI) 

Our help has come in the Name of the Lord, 
the One who formed all the earth and the sky.
Behold! He comes to destroy the chains of death
and raise us up to life. 

O bless his name, for he has given us
everything we need to fly. 
Our broken wings, they have not hindered us. 
We have the Lord; 
He’s on our side! 



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
King of Love
Words: H.W. Baker | Music: Adam Palmer/Jonathan Smith/Matthew Hein/Stephanie Kulla/Stuart Garaged

The King of Love my Shepherd is
Whose goodness faileth never
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever

Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth  

Chorus: 
 Never failing, Ruler of my heart
 Everlasting, Lover of my soul
 On the mountain high or in the valley low
 The King of Love my Shepherd is

Lost and foolish off I strayed
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me

In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
Thy rod and staff my comfort still
Thy cross before to guide me  

Bridge:  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise
Within Your house forever

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: WEDNESDAYS, 7:30 AM
Join us Wednesday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom. Email John Hopple (john@
citychurchavl.org) for details on how to join the meeting via Zoom. 

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
From lost wages to lost jobs, the financial need of those within City Church is constantly evolving. 
In anticipation of increased financial needs created by this crisis, and with a desire to help carry the 
burdens of individuals and families within the church, we’ve created the “COVID-19 Relief Fund”.  As 
the hands and feet of the church body, we encourage you to give generously to the needs of others 
as you have opportunity! If you’re interested in giving specifically to this fund, please text any dollar 
amount and the word covid19 to 84321 (e.g. 100 covid19). Gifts will be distributed by the Session to 
meet the needs of those in distressed situations. Email John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more 
information and alternate ways to give to the fund. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=COVID-19%20Relief%20Fund


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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