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CITY CHURCH
A S H EV I L L E

“God’s presence is most evident when his people are most helpless.” 
 — Brian Aucker

“These religious types were the fans that Jesus seems to have the most trouble 
with. Fans who will walk into a restaurant and bow their heads to pray before a 
meal just in case someone is watching. Fans who won’t go to R-rated movies at the 
theater, but have a number of them saved on their DVR at home. Fans who may 
feed the hungry and help the needy, and then they make sure they work it into every 
conversation for the next two weeks. Fans who make sure people see them put in 
their offering at church, but they haven’t considered reaching out to their neighbor 
who lost a job and can’t pay the bills. Fans who like seeing other people fail because 
in their minds it makes them look better. Fans whose primary concern in raising 
their children is what other people think. Fans who are reading this and assuming 
I’m describing someone else. Fans who have worn the mask for so long they have 
fooled even themselves.” 

 — Kyle Idleman

“I project my limits on God when faith would say that I should be projecting his 
limitlessness on me.”  

 — Craig D. Lounsbrough

“There is nothing in the world that compares with the sweet comfort our soul 
experiences when we really know that our greatest hope comes from God and that 
he only is our mighty rock and our refuge, and that he can be trusted at all times. 
Whatever teaches us this turns out to be a great mercy.”  

 — Jon Bloom



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

O God of Our Salvation
Written by Michael Bleecker and Matt Boswell | © 2009 Bleecker at The Village (ASCAP); Dayspring Music, LLC 

O God of our salvation
Who reigns upon the throne
The sovereign Father, great is he
From whom all blessings flow (Chorus)

Behold the Son our Savior
Who for our sin was slain
The Christ who purchased with his blood
The wretched souls of men  (Chorus)

O God, the Holy Spirit
Revealing deity
The fount of life and love divine
Throughout eternity   (Chorus, Bridge)

CALL TO WORSHIP    from 2 Corinthians 6:2

Minister:  Let us come before God in humility, gladness and confidence, 
 for “now is the acceptable time.” 
All:  “Now is the day of salvation!”

Minister: Grant us, Lord, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
All: to realize this promise of your presence in our lives.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Words: Henry F. Lyte, 1834 | Music: Nathan Partain, 2000 UBP

1.  Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
 To his feet thy tribute bring;
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
 Who, like me, his praise should sing? 
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Praise the everlasting King. 

2. Praise him for his grace and favor,
 To our fathers in distress; 
 Praise him, still the same forever, 
 Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 Glorious in his faithfulness.

Chorus:  O God of our salvation, 
   from whom redemption comes
   O Father, Son and Spirit, 
   the blessed three in one

Bridge:  Ascribe unending praises 
   to the God who reigns on high
   How matchless is his power, 
   his glory how divine
   Ascribe, oh church the greatness 
   and the glory due his name
   One God, One Being, One Essence, 
   Oh Triune God proclaimed. Amen. 

3.  God our Father tends and spares us, 
 Well our feeble frame he knows; 
 In his hands he gently bears us, 
 Rescues us from all our foes. 
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Widely as his mercy goes. 

4.  Angels, help us to adore him, 
 Ye behold him face to face; 
 Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
 Dwellers all in time and space. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 Praise with us the God of grace!



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Book of Common Worship

Minister:  Do you believe in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
   the one for whom we exist? 
All:   We believe.

Minister:   Do you believe in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
   died for us and rose again? 
All:   We believe.

Minister:   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God 
   and makes Christ known in the world? 
All:   We believe.

Minister:   This is the faith of the Church.  
All:   This is our faith. We believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Almighty God 
Lyrics and Melody by All Sons & Daughters | © 2014 Integrity’s Praise! Music, Integrity’s Alleluia! Music

Almighty God to you all hearts are open
Search and know our thoughts and anxious fears
Wash us in the fountain of your mercy
Come with your light, we cannot hide from you.

Almighty God to you all hearts are open
With gratitude we raise our song to You
Come and fill the praises of your people
In grace and truth, you make us new again. 
         Chorus: Hallelujah (3x)
Almighty God to you all hearts are open
We long for more than what this world provides
No shallow spring will ever satisfy us
But your river deep, floods over everything.

Almighty God to you all hearts are open
You take away our sickness and our sin
Oh Lamb of God we gather at your table
In bread and wine, you have supplied our needs. 



CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 51:16-17
“For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Father in heaven, we confess before you our proneness to arrogance. We far too often think  
 of our self-importance over the worth of others. We know that you resist the proud but give  
 grace to the humble. We need your grace. Please forgive us. We also confess our tendency  
 to act shamefully by not honoring others. Forgive us for behaving in undignified and shameful 
 ways at the expense of others. 

All:    How often we fall short of what you require. So often we justify our actions and   
 subsequent sins based on the circumstances that press in on us. Forgive us for our  
 arrogance, our lack of patience, our failure to love, and our rudeness towards others. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Show us Jesus who is preeminent in his humility; he was never arrogant and never behaved  
 in shameful or disgraceful ways. 
  Give us eyes to see him, 
   a heart that longs for him,  
    ears to hear him, 
     and a will to follow him.

All:  Cleanse us with the pardoning grace that Christ supplies, and work renewal into us that  
 bears fruit in keeping with repentance. May we encourage each other towards Jesus- 
 like patience and humility. Make us be a congregation that is characterized by a loving  
 patience and humble service that reflects you, our patient and loving God. Strip us of  
 our love of self and give us tender hearts of selfless love for others. And when we are  
 tempted to do otherwise, show us the love of Jesus that took him through the agony of  
 the cross, all for my sin and the sins of my brothers and sisters in Christ. As we pray in his  
 worthy name. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        1 Timothy 1:15

“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners” 

*Confession from Prone to Wander 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Not in Me
Words and music: Eric Schumacher and David L. Ward | © 2012 Thousand Tongues 

No list of sins I have not done,
No list of virtues I pursue,
No list of those I am not like
Can earn myself a place with You.
O God, be merciful to me–
I am a sinner through and through!
My only hope of righteousness
Is not in me, but only You.

No humble dress, no fervent prayer,
No lifted hands, no tearful song,
No recitation of the truth
Can justify a single wrong.
My righteousness is Jesus’ life,
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death,
My weary load was borne by Him
And He alone can give me rest.

No separation from the world,
No work I do, no gift I give
Can cleanse my conscience, cleanse my hands;
I cannot cause my soul to live.
But Jesus died and rose again–
The power of death is overthrown!
My God is merciful to me
And merciful in Christ alone.

Tag: My righteousness is Jesus’ life,
 My debt was paid by Jesus’ death,
 My weary load was borne by Him
 And He alone can give me rest.

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

We encourage you to take 30 seconds to send a text or video message sharing the peace of Christ to 
others in City Church. Consider an exchange like this: 

 May the peace of Christ always be with you! 
 And also with you.

GLORIA PATRI tune: Karl Digerness

Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
THE BOYS IN THE BOAT REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 8:1-13
   14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. 
15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the 
leaven of Herod.” 16 And they began discussing with one another the fact that they had no 
bread. 17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you discussing the fact that you have 
no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes 
do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? 19 When I broke 
the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” 
They said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of 
broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him,“Seven.” 21 And he said to them, “Do you 
not yet understand?”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Words & Music: Matt Boswell, Michael Bleecker, Matt Papa | © 2012 Bleecker Publishing; McKinney Music, Inc

Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man 
In his living, in his suffering, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold 

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
Yet Not I but through Christ in Me 
Words & Music Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren | © 2018 CityAlight Music 

1. What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

2. The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need, His power is displayed
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley He will lead
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!



3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
The future sure, the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And He was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me

4. With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For He has said that He will bring me home
And day by day I know He will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: WEDNESDAYS, 7:30 AM
Join us Wednesday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom. Email John Hopple (john@
citychurchavl.org) for details on how to join the meeting via Zoom. 

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
From lost wages to lost jobs, the financial need of those within City Church is constantly evolving. 
In anticipation of increased financial needs created by this crisis, and with a desire to help carry the 
burdens of individuals and families within the church, we’ve created the “COVID-19 Relief Fund”.  As 
the hands and feet of the church body, we encourage you to give generously to the needs of others 
as you have opportunity! If you’re interested in giving specifically to this fund, please text any dollar 
amount and the word covid19 to 84321 (e.g. 100 covid19). Gifts will be distributed by the Session to 
meet the needs of those in distressed situations. Email John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more 
information and alternate ways to give to the fund. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=COVID-19%20Relief%20Fund


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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