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“I am dreadfully cracked about the head, and sadly need mending.”
— Herman Melville

“We are all broken, that’s how the light gets in.” 
— Ernest Hemingway

“When we were children, we used to think that when we were grown-up we would 
no longer be vulnerable. But to grow up is to accept vulnerability. To be alive is to be 
vulnerable.”

— Madeleine L’Engle

“When our strongest passion is to solve our problems, we look for a plan to follow 
rather than a person to trust.”

— Larry Crabb

“You say you feel overwhelmed with guilt and a sense of unworthiness? Well, 
indeed you cannot be too aware of the evils inside of yourself, but you may be, 
indeed you are, improperly controlled and affected by them. You say it is hard to 
understand how a holy God could accept such an awful person as yourself. You 
then express not only a low opinion of yourself, which is right, but also too low an 
opinion of the person, work, and promises of the Redeemer, which is wrong. You 
complain about sin, but when I look at your complaints, they are so full of self-
righteousness, unbelief, pride, and impatience that they are little better than the 
worst evils you complain of.”

— John Newton



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

In the Name of God the Father
Words: Henry Allon, 1863 | Music: The Ironsides, 2011; Songs for Supper

1. In the name of God the Father, 
 In the name of God the Son, 
 In the name of God the Spirit, 
 One in three, and three in One; 
 In the Name which highest Angels 
 Speak not ere they veil their face, 
 Crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
 Come we to this sacred place. 

 Lo, in wondrous condescension, 
 Jesus seeks His altar-throne; 
 Though in lowly symbols hidden, 
 Faith and love His presence known. 
 When the Lord His temple visits, 
 Let the listening earth be still; 
 May the Spirit’s sweet indwelling 
 Each believing heart fulfill.

CALL TO WORSHIP    from Isaiah 63:17-19

Minister: For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, says the LORD. And the former things  
 shall not be remembered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that which  
 I create. I will rejoice and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard among them the  
 sounds of weeping and the cries of distress.

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Power to Redeem
Songwriters: Paul Mabury, Justin Ebach, Lauren Daigle  © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. 

1. You take what is
 And you make it beautiful
 When love floods in
 We’re restored forevermore

2. No guilt competes
 With innocence crucified
 No grave can hold 
 what your grace has justified 

Refrain: With breath that brings the dead to life
    With words that pierce the dark with light
    Only by the blood are we set free.
    With mercy strong to carry shame
    And nail it to a tree You alone
    Hold the power to redeem.

Bridge:  Rejoice oh child of God
   Lift your eyes to see
   With every morning light
   Again we are redeemed 

2.  Here, in figure represented, 
 See the passion once again; 
 Here behold the Lamb most Holy, 
 As for our redemption slain; 
 Here the Savior’s body broken, 
 Here the blood which Jesus shed, 
 Now the offer of communion, 
 Into lasting joy be led. 

 Here shall highest praise be offered, 
 Here shall meekest prayer be poured, 
 Here, with body, soul, and spirit, 
 God incarnate be adored. 
 Holy Jesus, for Thy coming 
 May Thy love our hearts prepare; 
 Thine we pray would have them wholly, 
 Enter, Lord, and tarry there.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Psalm 90:1-2

Minister:  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

All:   Before the mountains were brought forth, 
  or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
  from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing
Words: Charles Wesley 1779 | Music: Carl G. Glasser; Arr. By Lowell Mason 

O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise
The glories of my God and King 
The triumphs of His grace 

My gracious Master and my God 
Assist me to proclaim
To spread through all the earth abroad 
The honors of Thy name 

Jesus, the name that charms our fears 
That bids our sorrows cease
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears
‘Tis life and health and peace 

He breaks the power of canceled sin 
He sets the prisoners free
His blood can make the foulest clean 
His blood availed for me 



CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 86:5

“Hope in the LORD from this time forth and forever more.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister: Loving heavenly Father, you alone are the Creator and Sustainer of all things. It is our   
 great privilege to live under your omnipotence, righteousness, wisdom, mercy, and grace.  
 You love us with better love than any we could ever know here on earth, and we stand in awe  
 of your power and commitment to cherish us. 

All: Yet even though we have tasted your goodness, we are people who would rather trust  
 in ourselves. We place our hope in our own talents and abilities, in relationships with  
 people we admire and love, in our jobs and good health, in our economic value and  
 academic abilities. We even place our hope in spiritual disciplines, thinking that we will  
 merit more favor from you if we deny ourselves, pray constantly, or sacrifice for you  
 and for others. Father, we are worshipers of ourselves, and we find our hearts full of  
 anxiety and depression when we discover that we cannot save ourselves in any way. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Jesus, if you had not lived a perfect life for us, we could never have hope or peace. You  
 trusted your Father throughout your lifetime and into your undeserved death. Thank you  
 for suffering the many agonies of life in a fallen world on our behalf, and for remaining  
 faithful and obedient in temptation, grief, and loss. Your glowing obedience and perfect  
 righteousness are the strong foundation for all our hope and peace. We marvel that you  
 would consider us a joy worth suffering for, and we bow humbly before you and offer you our  
 praise, our thanks, and our very lives. 

All:  Holy Spirit, teach us to be still and know that you are God and we are not. Please give us  
 true grief for the many ways we sin against you, and fill us with repentance and hope in  
 you. Open our blinded eyes to see clearly your faithfulness and power; your great love  
 and unending patience; your relentless determination to pursue us, captivate us, and  
 ravish us with the truth of the gospel. Show us the unstoppable love of our Savior, who  
 was stricken for our sin, and who stands in heaven as our powerful Advocate. Then we will  
 be at peace because you are perfect and strong, and you will never leave us, forsake us,  
 or hurt us. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Romans 5:1

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through Jesus Christ.”

* Adapted from Prone to Wander



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Written by Stuart Townend | Copyright © 1995 Thankyou Music (PRS)

How deep the Father’s love for us, 
how vast beyond all measure
That he should give his only son, 
to make a wretch his treasure
How great the pain of searing loss, 
the Father turned his face away
As wounds which mar the chosen one, 
bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross, 
my sin upon his shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held him there 
until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life; 
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything: 
no gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
his death and resurrection
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart: 
his wounds have paid my ransom.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

We encourage you to take 30 seconds to send a text or video message sharing the peace of Christ to 
others in City Church. Consider an exchange like this: 

 May the peace of Christ always be with you! 
 And also with you.

DOXOLOGY tune: Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
THE OFFER HIDDEN WITHIN REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 7:24-30
 24 And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered 
a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 25 But immediately a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his 
feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast 
the demon out of her daughter. 27 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is 
not right to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Yes, 
Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 And he said to her, “For 
this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30 And she went home 
and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Jesus, Lead Us with Thy Power
Words by William Williams (alt Morton) I Music by Lucas Morton ©2015 Lucas Morton Music (BMI)

Chorus:  
 Jesus, oh lead us, with Thy power, 
 Safe into the promised rest; 
 Hide our souls within Thy bosom; 
 Let us slumber on Thy breast

Feed us with the heavenly manna 
Bread that angels eat above 
Let us drink, from the holy fountain 
Draughts of everlasting love.

Through the desert wild conduct us, 
With a glorious pillar bright; 
In the day a cooling comfort 
And a cheering fire by night

Be our guide in every peril 
Watch us hourly, night and day 
Otherwise we’ll err and wander 
From the Spirit far away

In Thy presence we find comfort 
In Thy presence we’re secure 
In Thy presence all afflictions 
We will patiently endure

In thy presence we can conquer, 
We can suffer, we can die. 
Far from Thee, we faint and languish 
Lord, our Savior, keep us nigh.



BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
When He Comes
Words by Timothy Dudley-Smith | Music by Andrew Penke © 1969 Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
As I read the gospel story 
We shall see the Lord in glory 
We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 

With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
With the Alleluias ringing to the sky

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: WEDNESDAYS, 7:30 AM
Join us Wednesday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom. Email John Hopple (john@
citychurchavl.org) for details on how to join the meeting via Zoom. 

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
From lost wages to lost jobs, the financial need of those within City Church is constantly evolving. 
In anticipation of increased financial needs created by this crisis, and with a desire to help carry the 
burdens of individuals and families within the church, we’ve created the “COVID-19 Relief Fund”.  As 
the hands and feet of the church body, we encourage you to give generously to the needs of others 
as you have opportunity! If you’re interested in giving specifically to this fund, please text any dollar 
amount and the word covid19 to 84321 (e.g. 100 covid19). Gifts will be distributed by the Session to 
meet the needs of those in distressed situations. Email John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more 
information and alternate ways to give to the fund. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=COVID-19%20Relief%20Fund


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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