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“The divine benevolence is such that he will not cease until something of his beauty 
is on display in his people.”  

 — Jack Collins

“You should always recognize the difference between what you see Jesus to be and 
what He has done for you. If you see only what He has done for you, your God is not 
big enough. But if you have had a vision, seeing Jesus as He really is, experiences 
can come and go, yet you will endure ‘as seeing Him who is invisible’ (Hebrews 
11:27). The man who was blind from birth did not know who Jesus was until Christ 
appeared and revealed Himself to him. Jesus appears to those for whom He has 
done something, but we cannot order or predict when He will come. He may appear 
suddenly, at any turn. Then you can exclaim, ‘Now I see Him!’ Jesus must appear 
to you and to your friend individually; no one can see Jesus with your eyes. And 
division takes place when one has seen Him and the other has not. You cannot bring 
your friend to the point of seeing; God must do it.”  

 — Oswald Chambers

“Note that Christ left all the rest of the crowd for the sake of this one blind man. I do 
not know how many there were to whom Christ was preaching, but he said ‘Good-
bye’ to them all that he might take this poor blind man by the hand, and lead him out 
of the town. Have not you, dear friend, found the Lord Jesus Christ deal with you, 
sometimes, as if you were the only person in the world? Has not his love been so 
graciously manifested that you have said, ‘Why, if I were the most important person 
in the world, he could not do more for me than he has done.’ So, on this occasion, 
Christ left everybody else, for the time being, that he might devote all his attention 
to this one blind man. He seemed to say to him, ‘My friend, I am going to take you into 
my surgery, that I may perform an operation upon you, and I want you to be alone 
with me that I may give all my thoughts to your case.’”  

 — Charles Spurgeon



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

All Creatures of Our God and King
Words: Saint Francis of Assisi. | Music: German tune. Public Domain.
 

1. All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam 

 Refrain:  O praise Him! O praise Him!
   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rushing morn in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening find a voice 

CALL TO WORSHIP    Psalm 32
Minister:  We will praise you, O Lord our God, with our whole hearts; 
     we will glorify your name forever. 
     For you have delivered us from the power of death.

All:    Bring us your joy, O Lord, for to you we lift up our souls. 
     There is none like you; no deeds can compare with yours.
Minister: All the nations you have made will come and worship before you. 
     They will bring glory to your name, for you alone are God.

All:    Teach us your way, O Lord, and we will live in your truth.
     Give us undivided hearts that we may fear and praise your great name.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Praise the Savior Now and Ever
Words by Venantius Fortunatus | Music by William Moore (Arr. Benedict/Bradham) ©2006 Cardiphonia Music

Praise the Savior now and ever; praise him, all beneath the skies; 
Prostrate lying suff’ring, dying on the cross, a sacrifice. 
Vict’ry gaining life obtaining now in glory he doth rise. 

Man’s work faileth, Christ’s availeth; he is all our righteousness; 
He, our Savior, has forever set us free from dire distress. 
Through his merit we inherit light and peace and happiness. 

3. Thou flowing water pure and clear
Make music for Thy Lord to hear
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright
That givest man both warmth and light  

4. All ye men of tender heart
Forgiving others take your part
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on Him cast your care 



Sin’s bond severed, we’re delivered; Christ has bruised the serpent’s head; 
Death no longer is the stronger hell itself is captive led. 
Christ has risen from death’s prison; o’er the tomb he light has shed. 

For his favor, praise forever unto God the Father sing; 
Praise the Savior, praise him ever, Son of God, our Lord and King. 
Praise the Spirit; through Christ’s merit he doth us salvation bring. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Psalm 90:1-2
Minister:  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

All:   Before the mountains were brought forth, 
  or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
  from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Sweet Comfort
Sandra McCracken I © 2015 Drink Your Tea (ASCAP) / Moda Spira Publishing (SESAC)

Whatever my God ordains is right 
His holy will abides 
I will be still whatever he does 
And follow where he guides 

Chorus 
 Sweet comfort, sweet comfort 
 Yet shall fill my heart 
 Sweet comfort, sweet comfort 
 Sorrow shall depart 

Whatever my God ordains is right 
He makes my feet to stand 
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine 
He holds me in his hand 

Bridge
 This bitter cup, I take it
 My fainting heart restored
 So here I stand, unshaken
 I trust upon the Lord

He is my God though dark my road 
He holds me, I shall not fall 
Whatever my God ordains as right 
To him I leave it all. 



CALL TO CONFESSION     Matthew 6:9, 12

“Pray then like this, ‘Our Father in heaven … Forgive us our debts …”

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from the grave and crowned him Lord of all.

All:  We confess that we have not bowed before him
 or acknowledged his rule in our lives.
 We have gone along with the way of the world
 and failed to give him glory.
 Forgive us and raise us from sin,
 that we may be your faithful people,
 obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 who rules the world and is head of the church, his body.

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Breathe in us, O Holy Spirit, that our thoughts may all be holy. 
 Act in us that our works, too, may be holy. 

All:   Draw our hearts, Holy Spirit, that we may love only what is holy. 
 Strengthen us to defend all that is holy;
 guard us, then, that we always may be holy. 

Minister: May God grant you by the same Holy Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and   
 evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort, through the means of Christ Jesus our Savior, who  
 lives and reigns with the Father, the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        2 Corinthians 5:17–21

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God.” 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted
Words: Joseph Swain (alt. Kevin Twit) | Music: Kevin Twit © 2013 Kevin Twit music (ascap)

Come ye souls by, sin afflicted,
Bowed with fruitless sorrow down;
By the broken law convicted,
Through the cross, behold the crown;
Look to Jesus; look to Jesus; look to Jesus; 
Mercy flows through Him alone.

Take His easy yoke and wear it;
Love will make your obedience sweet;
Christ will give you strength to bear it,
While His grace shall guide your feet
Safe to glory, safe to glory, safe to glory, 
Where His ransomed captives meet.

Blessed are the eyes that see Him,
Blest the ears that hear His voice;
Blessed are the souls that trust Him,
And in Him, alone rejoice;
His commandments, His commandments, His commandments 
Then become their happy choice.

Sweet as home to pilgrims weary,
Light to newly opened eyes,
Like full springs in deserts dreary,
Is the rest, the cross supplies;
All who taste it, all who taste it, all who taste it 
Shall to rest immortal rise.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Nat Belz  

ANNOUNCEMENTS Kristi James  

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

We encourage you to take 30 seconds to send a text or video message sharing the peace of Christ to 
others in City Church. Consider an exchange like this: 

 May the peace of Christ always be with you! 
 And also with you.

GLORIA PATRI tune: Karl Digerness

Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
WHEN PEOPLE LOOK LIKE TREES, WALKING REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 8:22-26
22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged him 
   to touch him.
23 And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he had spit  
   on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?”
24 And he looked up and said, “I see people, but they look like trees, walking.”
25 Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored,  
   and he saw everything clearly.
26 And he sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

AMAZING GRACE
Public Domain. Words: John Newton and John Rees (verse 5). Music: American folk tune. 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see. 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come;
’Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

And when this flesh and heart shall fail, 
And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess, within the veil,
A life of joy and peace. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun. 

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
Jesus, What A Friend for Sinners
Public Domain. Words: John Wilbur Chapman. Music: Rowland Pritchard.

Jesus! What a friend for sinners! 
Jesus! Lover of my soul;
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
He, my Savior, makes me whole.

Chorus: 
 Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
 Hallelujah! What a friend! 
 Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
 He is with me to the end.



Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
Let me hide myself in Him.
Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, 
He, my strength, my victory wins.
 
Jesus! What a help in sorrow! 
While the billows o’er me roll, 
Even when my heart is breaking, 
He, my comfort, helps my soul.
 
Jesus! I do now receive Him, 
More than all in Him I find.
He hath granted me forgiveness, 
I am His, and He is mine.

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           

PANDEMIC PERSPECTIVES :: BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3
During these weeks of quarantine and pandemic, we’ve each likely faced new challenges, found new 
rhythms, and asked new questions. It benefits all of us to hear about what’s going on in the lives of our 
church family. For this reason we’re beginning a series of Zoom meetings called Pandemic Perspectives. 
These short calls (approximately 30 minutes) will feature members from our church body reflecting 
on their experience in quarantine, hosted by staff members John Hopple and Kristi James. Join us on 
Wednesdays at 7:45 pm, beginning on June 3.

THRIVE ADVENTURES :: VIRTUAL RETREATS
Over the coming weeks, Abby Iverson and Peter Ivey of Thrive Adventures are offering a series of free 
2-hour virtual retreats designed to provide an opportunity to rest at the feet of Jesus, connect with 
fellow sisters and brothers in Christ, and process this season of COVID-19 and the effects it has had on 
your soul. The retreats will be conducted over Zoom and will consist of time spent in solitude, praying 
through and meditating on God’s Word, followed by a group discussion. For more information, dates 
and times, and to sign up, please visit t.ly/ROrU. You can also contact Abby and Peter with questions 
via email at info@thriveadventures.org.

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: WEDNESDAYS, 7:30 AM
Join us Wednesday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom. Email John Hopple (john@
citychurchavl.org) for details on how to join the meeting via Zoom. 

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
From lost wages to lost jobs, the financial need of those within City Church is constantly evolving. 
In anticipation of increased financial needs created by this crisis, and with a desire to help carry the 
burdens of individuals and families within the church, we’ve created the “COVID-19 Relief Fund”.  As 
the hands and feet of the church body, we encourage you to give generously to the needs of others 
as you have opportunity! If you’re interested in giving specifically to this fund, please text any dollar 
amount and the word covid19 to 84321 (e.g. 100 covid19). Gifts will be distributed by the Session to 
meet the needs of those in distressed situations. Email John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more 
information and alternate ways to give to the fund. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

http://t.ly/ROrU
mailto:info%40thriveadventures.org?subject=
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
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Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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