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CITY CHURCH
A S H EV I L L E

“Every person bears the divine image and so when anyone is injured the heart of 
God is wounded.”

— John Calvin

“He gets down into the very substance from which he formed me and sits patiently 
running the earth through his hands.” 

— Alison McNeely Buxton

“An ‘impersonal God’— well and good. A subjective God of beauty, truth and 
goodness, inside our own heads — better still. A formless life-force surging through 
us, a vast power which we can tap — best of all. But God Himself, alive, pulling at 
the other end of the cord, perhaps approaching at an infinite speed, the hunter, 
king, husband — that is quite another matter. There comes a moment when people 
who have been dabbling in religion (‘Man’s search for God’) suddenly draw back. 
Supposing we really found Him? We never meant it to come to that! Worse still, 
supposing He has found us? 

— C.S. Lewis

“Only at the cross of Christ does man see fully what it is that separates him from 
God; yet it is here alone that he perceives that he is no longer separated from God. 
Nowhere else does the inviolable holiness of God, the impossibility of overlooking 
the guilt of man stand out more plainly; but nowhere else does the limitless mercy 
of God, which utterly transcends all human standards, stand out more clearly and 
plainly.”

— Emil Brunner



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

Oh! Great Is Our God
Words & Music: Biran Eichelberger © 2009 Brian Eichelberger

Oh! Great is our God! So we should worship greatly! 
No song is too loud! No orchestra too stately
To hail the majesty of our King
So lift your voices loud as we sing

Oh! Great is our God! So let our songs be endless!
So awesome His ways, how could we comprehend them? 
So we will make it known to our kids
And we will sing about the gracious gifts you give

Oh! Great is our God! And we cannot contain it!
We sing from our souls, affected by His greatness
His mercy covers all that He’s made
Showing His glory and His grace.

CALL TO WORSHIP    Isaiah 12:2
Minister: Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid, 

All:  for the LORD God is my strength and my song, 
 and he has become my salvation. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Spirit of God
Music: Karl Digerness | Lyrics: George Croly

1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart,
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, 
And make me love Thee as I ought to love. 

2. I ask no dream, no prophet-ecstasies; 
No sudden rending of the veil of clay; 
No angel vision, no op’ning skies; 
But take the dimness of my soul away.

3. Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh; 
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

Chorus: 
 We will sing your praise 
 and pour forth your fame
 We will bless your name
 Let every one give thanks, 
 because our God is great! 

4. Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King? 
All, all Thine own, soul, heart and strength and mind;
I see Thy cross there teach me to cling; 
O let me seek Thee, and O let me find.

5. Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, 
One holy passion filling all my frame: 
The presence of Thy descended Dove, 
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Our World Belongs to God

Minister:  Following the apostles, the church is sent ––
   sent with the gospel of the kingdom
   to make disciples of all nations, 
   to feed the hungry, 
   and to proclaim the assurance that in the name of Christ
    there is forgiveness of sin and new life 
    for all who repent and believe ––
   to tell the news that our world belongs to God. 

All:   In a world estranged from God, 
   where millions face confusing choices, 
   this mission is central to our being, 
   for we announce the one name that saves. 
  We repent of leaving this work to a few, 
   we pray for brothers and sisters who suffer for the faith, 
   and we rejoice that the Spirit
   is waking us to see our mission in God’s world. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Words: Horatius Bonar. | Music: Kevin Twit; © Kevin Twit music

1. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one lay down, 
Your head upon My breast.’ 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
So weary, worn and sad; 
I found in Him my resting place, 
And He has made me glad.

2. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Behold I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down and drink, and live.’
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
From that life-giving stream 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him.

3. I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘I am this dark world’s light; 
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy days be bright.’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk 
‘Til pilgrim days are done.



CALL TO CONFESSION     Micah 6:8

“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Our God and Father, you have told us that as your people we are to do justice, to love  
 kindness, and to walk humbly with you. 

All: Our lives, however, do not measure up. 

Minister: We have not practiced justice. 

All: Instead, we have acted in ways that promote our own comfort, wealth, and  advancement.  
 We have often done so at the expense of our neighbors – unmoved and insensitive to  
 how our actions might affect the greater community. At the very least, we have ignored  
 their plight. 

Minister:  We have not loved mercy. 

All: Instead, we have loved control over our lives and the lives of our neighbors. We have  
 sometimes given in to the baser instinct in our hearts that says “I and my kind are better  
 than you and your kind.” We want to win arguments more than restore relationships; we  
 want to be generous or forgiving, but only if we can see its direct benefit to us. At the  
 very least, we’ve turned our back on those in need of mercy. 

Minister:  We have not walked humbly with you. 

All: Instead, we are prideful and have clung to self-righteousness. We strut through life as if  
 we needed no friends, no family, no community, and worst of all no God. We’ve hoarded  
 and engaged in self-indulgence. At the very least, we’ve spurned you in our arrogance. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Gracious God, we know you as our Father, so we can come to you for forgiveness. 
 We ask you to forgive us for our offenses against you and our neighbor. 

All:  Subdue everything in us which is contrary to your purposes. By the power of your Spirit  
 make us a community who acts justly, loves mercy, and walks humbly with you. 
 We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Isaiah 55:6-7
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and 
the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for 
he will freely pardon.” 
  



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul
Text: Anne Steele | Music: Kevin Twit

1. Dear refuge of my weary soul, 
On Thee, when sorrows rise 
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
My fainting hope relies 
To Thee I tell each rising grief, 
For Thou alone canst heal 
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief, 
For every pain I feel

2. But oh! When gloomy doubts prevail, 
I fear to call Thee mine 
The springs of comfort seem to fail, 
And all my hopes decline 
Yet gracious God, where shall I flee? 
Thou art my only trust 
And still my soul would cleave to Thee 
Though prostrate in the dust

PASSING OF THE PEACE   

We encourage you to take 30 seconds to send a text or video message sharing the peace of Christ to 
others in City Church. Consider an exchange like this: 

 May the peace of Christ always be with you! 
 And also with you.

DOXOLOGY tune: Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

3. Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face, 
And shall I seek in vain? 
And can the ear of sovereign grace, 
Be deaf when I complain? 
No still the ear of sovereign grace, 
Attends the mourner’s prayer 
Oh may I ever find access, 
To breathe my sorrows there

4. Thy mercy seat is open still, 
Here let my soul retreat 
With humble hope attend Thy will, 
And wait beneath Thy feet, 
Thy mercy seat is open still, 
Here let my soul retreat 
With humble hope attend Thy will, 
And wait beneath Thy feet



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
A CRUCIFORM LIFE REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 8:31–9:1
 31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 
the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 
And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting 
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever would save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36 For what 
does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in 
return for his soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.”

9:1 And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Public Domain.  Words:  Robert Robinson. | Music:  American folk tune.

Come Thou Fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
Mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Hither by Thy help I’m come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let that grace now like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
When He Comes
Words by Timothy Dudley-Smith | Music by Andrew Penke © 1969 Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
As I read the gospel story 
We shall see the Lord in glory 
We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 



When He comes, when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 

With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
With the Alleluias ringing to the sky

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           

PANDEMIC PERSPECTIVES :: WEDNESDAYS AT 7:45 PM
During these weeks of quarantine and pandemic, we’ve each likely faced new challenges, found new 
rhythms, and asked new questions. It benefits all of us to hear about what’s going on in the lives of our 
church family. For this reason we’re beginning a series of Zoom meetings called Pandemic Perspectives. 
These short calls (approximately 30 minutes) will feature members from our church body reflecting 
on their experience in quarantine, hosted by staff members John Hopple and Kristi James. Join us on 
Wednesdays at 7:45 PM.

THRIVE ADVENTURES :: VIRTUAL RETREATS
Over the coming weeks, Abby Iverson and Peter Ivey of Thrive Adventures are offering a series of free 
2-hour virtual retreats designed to provide an opportunity to rest at the feet of Jesus, connect with 
fellow sisters and brothers in Christ, and process this season of COVID-19 and the effects it has had on 
your soul. The retreats will be conducted over Zoom and will consist of time spent in solitude, praying 
through and meditating on God’s Word, followed by a group discussion. For more information, dates 
and times, and to sign up, please visit t.ly/ROrU. You can also contact Abby and Peter with questions 
via email at info@thriveadventures.org.

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: WEDNESDAYS, 7:30 AM
Join us Wednesday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom. Email John Hopple (john@
citychurchavl.org) for details on how to join the meeting via Zoom. 

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
From lost wages to lost jobs, the financial need of those within City Church is constantly evolving. 
In anticipation of increased financial needs created by this crisis, and with a desire to help carry the 
burdens of individuals and families within the church, we’ve created the “COVID-19 Relief Fund”.  As 
the hands and feet of the church body, we encourage you to give generously to the needs of others 
as you have opportunity! If you’re interested in giving specifically to this fund, please text any dollar 
amount and the word covid19 to 84321 (e.g. 100 covid19). Gifts will be distributed by the Session to 
meet the needs of those in distressed situations. Email John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more 
information and alternate ways to give to the fund. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

http://t.ly/ROrU
mailto:info%40thriveadventures.org?subject=
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=COVID-19%20Relief%20Fund


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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