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“… as St. Francis did not love humanity but men, so he did not love Christianity but 
Christ.” 

— G.K. Chesterton

“It is apparent that there are at minimum two purportedly Christian faiths in the 
U.S., one committed to the whole of Scripture, and its implications on the whole of 
life, and one committed to using Scripture to uphold a way of life.” 

— Léonce B. Crump Jr.

“To take up your cross means … subjecting yourself to shame, to the howling, 
hostile mob. Disciples stake their lives on their confession that [Jesus] is the 
Messiah and follow him on the way to suffering.… We have only found Christ when 
we are more concerned about others’ suffering than our own.” 

— David Garland

“In Calvin’s theology, the Holy Spirit’s primary and most difficult work is to 
persuade believers to act like children, to pray like children, to help them delight in 
the Fatherhood of God — to use a rather apt cliche — to BE, long before they begin 
to do.” 

— Julie Canlis



WELCOME              

CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 118:24

Minister:   This is the day that the Lord has made;

All:   let us rejoice and be glad in it.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit
Words: Anonymous, Joachim Neander, Julie Melucci | Music: Julie Melucci ©2015 Julie Melucci Music (SESAC)

  Come, O come Thou Holy Spirit 
 Light and life Thy grace imparts 
 Blessed Source of consolation 
 Guide our minds and fill our hearts 
 Grant my mind and my affections 
 Wisdom, counsel, purity 
 That I may be ever seeking 
 Only that which pleases Thee

   Savior lead us to adore Thee 
 By the true and living way 
 Then with angel hosts before Thee 
 May we worship, love and praise 
 Dwell within us, precious Spirit 
 Where Thou art no ill can come 
 Bless us now through Jesus’ merit 
 Reign in every heart and home

   Holy Spirit, strong and mighty 
 Thou who makest all things new 
 Make Thy work within me perfect 
 Help me by Thy word so true 
 In Thy faith, O make me steadfast 
 Let not Satan, death or shame 
 Of my confidence deprive me 
 Lord, my refuge is Thy name

   When my final hour approaches 
 Let my hopes grow yet more bright 
 Let Thy love which never fails me 
 Dissipate the gloom of night 
 From that height which knows no measure 
 Fairer far than voice can tell 
 In Thy glorious courts of heaven 
 There, redeemed by Christ, to dwell



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Scots Confession

Minister:  Do you confess and acknowledge one God alone, 
   to whom alone you must cleave, 
   whom alone you must serve, 
   whom only you must worship, 
   and in whom alone you put your trust? 
All:  We believe, confess, and acknowledge this one God alone.

Minister:  Do you acknowledge one God alone, 
   who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; 
   one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, 
   the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
All:  We believe, confess, and acknowledge this one God alone.

Minister:  Do you confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, 
   to have been created, 
   to be retained in their being, 
   and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence 
   for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, 
   and to the manifestation of his own glory.
All:  We believe, confess, and acknowledge this one God alone.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

He’s on Our Side (Psalm 124) 
Words & Music Wendell Kimbrough & Jason Pears | ©2017 (BMI) 

Our help has come in the Name of the Lord, 
the One who formed all the earth and the sky.
Behold! He comes to destroy the chains of death
and raise us up to life. 

O bless his name, for he has given us
everything we need to fly. 
Our broken wings, they have not hindered us. 
We have the Lord; 
He’s on our side! 



CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 9:1

“I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister:  Father, we so often lose sight of the gifts of each day and their source. 
 We forget about you. 

 We forget to hear you. 
 We forget to believe you. 
 We forget to trust you. 
 We forget your promises to us.
 We forget your love for us. 
 We forget who and whose we are. 
 We forget to love you in response. 
 We forget to love others as ourselves.
 We forget to thank you for all things.  

All:    Forgive us. 
(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Father, grant us the desire, courage, and strength to cling to you alone. Give us fresh minds  
 to comprehend you, clear eyes to see you, open ears to hear you, new hearts to receive you,  
 and strong hands to serve you. Help us live our whole lives in thanksgiving to you. Thank 
 you for burdening yourself with us. Your rescue comes quickly to our aid, your love endured  
 our curse, and your mercy bore our earned punishment. So let our consciences be tender  
 and clear, let us walk in humility, let us bathe in your forgiveness, and live triumphantly as  
 heirs of salvation earned for us by Jesus Christ. 

All:  We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        1 Timothy 1:15

“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners” 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Written by Stuart Townend | Copyright © 1995 Thankyou Music (PRS)

How deep the Father’s love for us, 
how vast beyond all measure
That he should give his only son, 
to make a wretch his treasure
How great the pain of searing loss, 
the Father turned his face away
As wounds which mar the chosen one, 
bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross, 
my sin upon his shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held him there 
until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life; 
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything: 
no gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
his death and resurrection
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart: 
his wounds have paid my ransom.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
WHO IS THE GREATEST? REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 9:30–37
 30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone to know, 
31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered 
into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 
32 But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.

 33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another about who was the greatest. 35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said 
to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took a 
child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but 
him who sent me.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

King of Love
Words: H.W. Baker | Music: Adam Palmer/Jonathan Smith/Matthew Hein/Stephanie Kulla/Stuart Garaged

The King of Love my Shepherd is
Whose goodness faileth never
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever

Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth  

Chorus: 
 Never failing, Ruler of my heart
 Everlasting, Lover of my soul
 On the mountain high or in the valley low
 The King of Love my Shepherd is 

Lost and foolish off I strayed
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me

In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
Thy rod and staff my comfort still
Thy cross before to guide me  

Bridge:  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise
Within Your house forever

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!


