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“Lord, teach us to count our days, that we may make our days count.” 
— Os Guinness

“Love is not indifferent.” 
— Ligon Duncan

“There is a great difference between successfulness and fruitfulness.” 
— Henri Nouwen

“Ascent is neither the lone journey of Jesus nor the abstracted elevation of the 
soul, but is the future for an embodied humanity that is co-present with Jesus and 
his Father.” 

— Julie Canlis

“One of the reasons Christianity is so profound and life changing is because trust 
and safety are restored. God takes us from something tragic and brings us to 
himself. That’s the deep change we’re seeking.” 

— Paul Loosemore

“When we lay the soil of our hard lives open to the rain of grace and let joy 
penetrate our cracked and dry places, let joy soak into our broken skin and deep 
crevices, life grows. How can this not be the best thing for the world? For us?” 

— Ann Voskamp



WELCOME              

CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 95:6-8
Minister:  Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
     let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
All:    For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
     and the sheep of his hand. 
     Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

The Lord Is King
Words: Josiah Conder, 1824; alt. by Nathan Partain, 2003 | Music: Nathan Partain, 2003

1. The Lord is King! Lift up your voice,
O earth, and all ye heav’ns, rejoice!
From world to world the joy shall ring,
“The Lord omnipotent is King!”

Chorus: Sing His praise, sing His praise
  Lord of lords, Ancient of Days
  Sing His praise, sing His praise
  All your days, all your days.

2. The Lord is King! Who then shall dare
Resist his will, distrust his care?
Or murmur at his wise decrees,
Or doubt his royal promises?

3. The Lord is King! Bow down you must,
The Judge of all the earth is just;
Holy and true are all his ways;
Let ev’ry creature sing his praise.

4. One Lord, one kingdom, all secures;
He reigns, and life and death are yours:
Through Heav’n and earth one song shall ring,
“The Lord omnipotent is King!” 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Psalm 90:1-2

Minister:  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
  Before the mountains were brought forth, 
  or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

All:   from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Words: William Williams (alt. Jeremy Casella) | Music: Jeremy Casella. ©2002 (ASCAP) 

1. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore; 
Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore.

2. Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 
Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee; 
Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee.

Tag:  Land me safe on Canaan’s side
  Bid my anxious fears, 
  bid my anxious fear.
  Land me safe on Canaan’s side
  Bid my anxious fears, 
  bid my anxious fear.  (Goodbye)



CALL TO CONFESSION     1 John 3:18

“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Lord, hear our prayers and forgive us. 
  We confess that we have often, either consciously or unconsciously,  
  failed to be an instrument of your peace, 
  sown hatred instead of love, 
   caused injury to others while failing to pardon injury done to us, 
  doubted your call to show others the same grace, love, justice, and comfort 
    we demand for ourselves, 
   perpetuated language and acts that cause despair in others,
   crushed the hope of our neighbors, 
  spread darkness rather than light,
  brought sadness to others instead of joy. 

All: Lord, forgive us.
(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 
 where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
 where there is injury, pardon; 
 where there is doubt, faith; 
 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light; 
 and where there is sadness, joy. 

 Grant that I may not so much seek
  to be consoled as to console; 
  to be understood, as to understand; 
  to be loved, as to love; 
 for it is in giving that we receive, 
 it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”  (a prayer attributed to St. Francis of Assisi)

All: Lord, may it be so. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        John 3:16
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Power to Redeem
Songwriters: Paul Mabury, Justin Ebach, Lauren Daigle  © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. 

You take what is
And you make it beautiful
When love floods in
We’re restored forevermore

No guilt competes
With innocence crucified
No grave can hold 
what your grace has justified 

Refrain: With breath that brings the dead to life
    With words that pierce the dark with light
    Only by the blood are we set free.
    With mercy strong to carry shame
    And nail it to a tree You alone
    Hold the power to redeem.

Bridge:  Rejoice oh child of God
   Lift your eyes to see
   With every morning light
   Again we are redeemed 



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
A DISCIPLE OF LOVE? REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 9:38-41
 38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried 
to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one 
who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the 
one who is not against us is for us. 41 For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE        
He Will Hold Me Fast 
Words & Music Ada Habershon, Matthew Merker | © 2013 Matthew Merker Music, Getty Music Publishing 

1. When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path;
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.

Chorus: 
 He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast,
 for my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

2. Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last.
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.

3. For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last! 

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!


