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CITY CHURCH
A S H EV I L L E

“and He will 
make the new earth
as He made the last

from the wealth 
of His will
furnishing with form
what is unformed, 
offering order 
where chaos thrives, 
filling with life
what is void,
and flooding with light 
that which is dark

oh …
how great
thou art.” 

— Christopher Ray

“The promises of God do not exempt us from suffering and calamity; instead, they 
enable us to suffer with hope.” 

— Ligon Duncan

“Adoption is the highest privilege of the gospel. The traitor is forgiven, brought in 
for supper, and given the family name.” 

— J.I. Packer

“The voice of Jesus’ blood pleads louder for you in heaven, than all your sins can 
plead against you on earth.” 

— Octavius Winslow



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

O Come, Messiah, Come
Lyrics and Melody by Isaac Wardell | Arrangement by Isaac Wardell, Mason Neely, and Alex Foote

Oh come! Oh come Messiah!
Oh come our Alleluia!

Oh sing! Oh sing Hosanna!
Oh come! Messiah, come!

Comfort and joy, Alpha, Omega, He
Sorrow and toil, no longer rulers be.

CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 95:1-2

Minister: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
 let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 

All:  Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
 and extol him with music and song. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Words: Henry F. Lyte, 1834 | Music: Nathan Partain, 2000 UBP

1.  Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
 To his feet thy tribute bring;
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
 Who, like me, his praise should sing? 
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Praise the everlasting King. 

2.  Praise him for his grace and favor,
 To our fathers in distress; 
 Praise him, still the same forever, 
 Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 Glorious in his faithfulness.

3.  God our Father tends and spares us, 
 Well our feeble frame he knows; 
 In his hands he gently bears us, 
 Rescues us from all our foes. 
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Widely as his mercy goes.

4.  Angels, help us to adore him, 
 Ye behold him face to face; 
 Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
 Dwellers all in time and space. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 Praise with us the God of grace!



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Book of Common Worship

Minister:  Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
  the one for whom we exist? 
All:   We believe and trust in him. 

Minister:  Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
  died for us and rose again? 
All:   We believe and trust in him. 

Minister:  Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God, 
  and makes Christ known in the world? 
All:   We believe and trust in him. 

Minister:  This is the faith of the Church.
All:   This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Jesus, I Come
Words: William Sleeper. | Music: Greg Thompson. ©2000 Greg Thompson.

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, Jesus, I come; Jesus I come.
Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of my sickness into Thy health,
Out of my wanting and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm,
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress into jubilant psalm,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into Thy blessed will to abide, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love,
Out of despair into raptures above,
Upward forever on wings like a dove,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come.
Into the joy and light of Thy home, Jesus, I come to Thee.
Out of the depths of ruin untold,
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,
Ever Thy glorious face to behold,
Jesus, I come to Thee.



CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 71:3

“Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you have given the command to save me, 
for you are my rock and my fortress.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister: Lord, we have betrayed you
 by following our own way.

All: I have denied you
 by fearing to follow your ways.

Minister: And we have mocked you
 by not taking your death seriously.

All: Lord, I am lost.
 Let your forgiveness find me.

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Father, hold us in your strong arms
 and give us your new life in Jesus Christ, your Son and our Savior.

All: Give me your Spirit to live in me and with me day by day,
 that together we may make a world that is new. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Matthew 11:28-30

“Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’”  

* Adapted from Be Our Freedom, Lord prepared and edited by Terry C. Falla



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Upon A Life I Have Not Lived
Words by Horatius Bonar (alt. K. Twit) | Music by Kevin Twit ©2012 Kevin Twit Music

Upon a Life I have not lived, 
Upon a Death I did not die, 
Another’s Life; Another’s Death, 
I stake my whole eternity. 

Not on the tears which I have shed, 
Not on the sorrows I have known, 
Another’s tears; Another’s griefs, 
On these I rest, on these alone.

Chorus:  
O Jesus, Son of God, I build on 
what Thy cross has done for me; 
There both my life and death I read, 
my guilt, and pardon there I see.

Lord, I believe; O deal with me, 
As one who has Thy Word believed! 
I take the gift, Lord, look on me, 
As one who has Thy gift received. 



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
ARE YOU SERIOUS?  REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 9:42-50
 42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a 
great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the 
unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot causes you to sin,cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame 
than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where 
their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is 
good,but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be 
at peace with one another.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior
Words: Fanny Crosby I Music: Howard Doane

Pass me not, O gentle savior, 
Hear my humble cry; 
While on others Thou art calling, 
Do not pass me by. 

 Refrain: 
  Savior, Savior
  Hear my humble cry; 
  While on others Thou art calling, 
  Do not pass me by

Let me at Thy throne of mercy
Find a sweet relief, 
Kneeling there in deep contrition; 
Help my unbelief.  

Trusting only in Thy merit, 
Would I seek Thy face; 
Heal my wounded, broken spirit, 
Save me by Thy grace. 

Thou the Spring of all my comfort, 
More than life to me, 
Whom have I on earth beside Thee? 
Whom in heav’n but Thee? 

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
We Will Feast in the House of Zion
Written by Sandra McCracken & Josh Moore | © 2015 Drink Your Tea /Joshmooreownsthis Music  (ASCAP)

Chorus:  We will feast in the house of Zion
  We will sing with our hearts restored
  He has done great things, we will say together 
  We will feast and weep no more 

1.  We will not be burned by the fire
 He is the LORD our God
 We are not consumed, by the flood 
 Upheld, protected, gathered up 



2.  In the dark of night, before the dawn
 My soul, be not afraid
 For the promised morning, oh how long? 
 Oh God of Jacob, be my strength 

3.  Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
 You are the Faithful one
 And from the garden to the grave
 Bind us together, bring shalom.

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: WEDNESDAYS, 7:30 AM
Join us Wednesday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom. Email John Hopple (john@
citychurchavl.org) for details on how to join the meeting via Zoom. 

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
From lost wages to lost jobs, the financial need of those within City Church is constantly evolving. In 
anticipation of increased financial need s created by this crisis, and with a desire to help carry the 
burdens of individuals and families within the church, we’ve created the “COVID-19 Relief Fund”.  As 
the hands and feet of the church body, we encourage you to give generously to the needs of others 
as you have opportunity! If you’re interested in giving specifically to this fund, please text any dollar 
amount and the word covid19 to 84321 (e.g. 100 covid19). Gifts will be distributed by the Session to 
meet the needs of those in distressed situations. Email John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) for more 
information and alternate ways to give to the fund. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Prayer%20Meeting%20Info
mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=COVID-19%20Relief%20Fund


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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