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“Whenever a friend succeeds, a little something in me dies.” 
— Gore Vidal

“Envy is the art of counting the other fellow’s blessings instead of your own.” 
— Harold Coffin

“Envy is the ulcer of the soul.” 
— Socrates

“The world says: ‘You have needs – satisfy them. You have as much right as the rich 
and the mighty. Don’t hesitate to satisfy your needs; indeed, expand your needs 
and demand more.’ This is the worldly doctrine of today. And they believe that this 
is freedom. The result for the rich is isolation and suicide, for the poor, envy and 
murder.”

— Fyodor Dostoyevsky

“Our envy always lasts longer than the happiness of those we envy.” 
— Heraclitus

“The spirit of envy can destroy; it can never build.” 
— Margaret Thatcher

“Never underestimate the power of jealousy and the power of envy to destroy. 
Never underestimate that.” 

— Oliver Stone

“Pride, envy, avarice — these are the sparks that have set on fire the hearts of all 
men. ” 

— Dante

“God’s truth judges created things out of love, and Satan judges them out of envy 
and hatred.” 

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than 
the next man … It is the comparison that makes you proud: the pleasure of being 
above the rest. Once the element of competition is gone, pride is gone.” 

— C.S. Lewis



GATHERING HYMN     

Oh! Great Is Our God
Words & Music: Biran Eichelberger © 2009 Brian Eichelberger

Oh! Great is our God! So we should worship greatly! 
No song is too loud! No orchestra too stately
To hail the majesty of our King
So lift your voices loud as we sing

Oh! Great is our God! So let our songs be endless!
So awesome His ways, how could we comprehend them? 
So we will make it known to our kids
And we will sing about the gracious gifts you give

Oh! Great is our God! And we cannot contain it!
We sing from our souls, affected by His greatness
His mercy covers all that He’s made
Showing His glory and His grace.

WELCOME              

CALL TO WORSHIP Isaiah 12:2
Minister: Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid, 

All:  for the LORD God is my strength and my song, 
 and he has become my salvation. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Spirit of God
Music: Karl Digerness | Lyrics: George Croly

1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart,
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, 
And make me love Thee as I ought to love. 

2. I ask no dream, no prophet-ecstasies; 
No sudden rending of the veil of clay; 
No angel vision, no op’ning skies; 
But take the dimness of my soul away.

3. Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh; 
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

Chorus:  We will sing your praise 
  and pour forth your fame
  We will bless your name
  Let every one give thanks, 
  because our God is great! 

4. Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King? 
All, all Thine own, soul, heart and strength and mind;
I see Thy cross there teach me to cling; 
O let me seek Thee, and O let me find.

5. Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, 
One holy passion filling all my frame: 
The presence of Thy descended Dove, 
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Psalm 95:3-5
All:  The LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. 

 The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Words: Horatius Bonar. | Music: Kevin Twit; © Kevin Twit music

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one lay down, 
Your head upon My breast.’ 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
So weary, worn and sad; 
I found in Him my resting place, 
And He has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Behold I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down and drink, and live.’
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
From that life-giving stream 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘I am this dark world’s light; 
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy days be bright.’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk 
‘Til pilgrim days are done.



CALL TO CONFESSION     Matthew 6:19-21

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 
in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Father in heaven, we confess that we have long been loving treasures that have been used  
 by us not to advance or serve your kingdom, but to advance and serve ourselves. 

All: We demonstrate our love for earthly treasures by envying those who have what we do  
 not, whether it’s money, houses, cars, clothes, bodies, careers, attention, accolades, or  
 talents. We have also sought after the treasure of approval, finding our identity in our  
 performance and the praise we receive from our employer, friends, and family. 
 
Minister:  But this kind of treasure and approval seeking is a foundation built on sand because these  
 things are insufficient to support the weight of our lives. Furthermore, our seeking them has  
 kept us from loving one another as you have called us to love.  

All:  Love is patient, but we have been impatient. Love is kind, but we have been cruel. Love  
 does not envy, but we have coveted. Love does not insist on its own way, but we have  
 been selfish. Love is not resentful, but we have held grudges. Love protects, but we have  
 violated others. Love believes all things, but we have not given others the benefit of the  
 doubt. Love hopes all things, but we have been cynical. Love endures all things, but we  
 have given up. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Jesus, though we continue daily to value other things ahead of you, you were put to death  
 so that we, the very ones who crucified you, might become your treasure. For this we are  
 profoundly humbled and grateful. 

All: Help us to respond in faith to this good news. Break up the fallow ground of our lives  
 that have been poisoned by our envy, our lack of love for our neighbors, and our  
 misplaced love of earthly treasures and approval. Cause us to build our identity on  
 nothing other than you, our refuge and true foundation. Remind us of our utter poverty  
 in ourselves and the riches you have lavished upon us. Turn our hearts from earthly  
 treasure, so that we may rightly treasure you above all else.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        1 Timothy 1:15
“This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.’ In Christ, our sins are forgiven. God remembers our unrighteous deeds no more.”



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Heal Us, Emmanuel 
Words by William Cowper (alt Twit) | Music by Kevin Twit and Lucas Morton; © 2015

Chorus: 
 Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are 
 We long to feel Thy touch 
 Deep wounded souls to Thee we fly 
 O Savior hear our cry

Our faith is feeble, we confess 
We faintly trust Thy word 
But will You pity us the less? 
Be that far from You Lord!

Remember him who once applied 
With trembling for relief 
“Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried 
“O help my unbelief!”

She, too, who touched you in the press 
And healing virtue stole 
Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace 
Thy faith has made thee whole.”

Like her, with hopes and fears we come 
To touch You if we may 
O send us not despairing home 
Send none unhealed away



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
PRIDE BEYOND ALL MEASURE REV. DUFF JAMES

Mark 10:35-45
 35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me 
to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your 
left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And 
they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and 
with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or 
at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when 
the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to 
him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among 
you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be 
first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



SENDING HYMN        
When He Comes
Words by Timothy Dudley-Smith | Music by Andrew Penke © 1969 Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
As I read the gospel story 
We shall see the Lord in glory 
We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 

With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
With the Alleluias ringing to the sky

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!


