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CITY CHURCH
A S H EV I L L E

“… true freedom is not choice or lack of constraint, but being what you are meant 
to be. Humans were created in the image of God. True freedom, then, is not found 
in moving away from that image but only in living it out.” 

— Augustine of Hippo

“How can you cope with the end of a world and the beginning of another one? 
How can you put an earthquake into a test-tube, or the sea into a bottle? How 
can you live with the terrifying thought that the hurricane has become human, 
that the fire has become flesh, that life itself came to life and walked in our midst? 
Christianity either means that, or it means nothing. It is either the more devastating 
disclosure of the deepest reality in the world, or it’s a sham, a nonsense, a bit of 
deceitful play-acting. Most of us, unable to cope with saying either of those things, 
condemn ourselves to live in the shallow world in between …”

— N.T. Wright

“If you read the Bible, no one responded to Jesus moderately. Everyone’s response 
to Jesus is extreme. They either ran away from him in fear, or they murderously 
turned on him and tried to kill him, or they fell down and surrendered everything 
to him. But no one ever liked Jesus, thinking, ‘He’d be a wonderful example to 
base my life on.’ No one ever responded to him moderately. They only responded 
to him in extremes. Which means that he must have been an outrageous person. 
Which means he must have been an offensive person. Because only an incredibly 
offensive person would get themselves killed and worshiped at the same time.” 

— John Stott

“Blessed is that simplicity that leaves the way of hard questions and goes in the 
plain and steadfast way of the commandment of God.”

— Thomas a` Kempis

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace so sure and certain a person 
could stake their life on it a thousand times.”

— Martin Luther

“People today are trying to hang on to the dignity of man, but they do not know 
how to, because they have lost the truth that man is made in the image of God.… 
We are watching our culture put into effect the fact that when you tell men long 
enough that they are machines, it soon begins to show in their actions. You see it 
in our whole culture – in the theater of cruelty, in the violence in the streets, in the 
death of man in art and life.”

— Francis Schaeffer



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

10,000 Reasons
Written by Matt Redmon and Jonas Myrin (c) 2011. Thankyou Music (PRS)

Chorus: 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul,
 Worship His holy name.
 Sing like never before, O my soul.
 I worship Your holy name.

1.  The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning;
 Its time to sing Your song again
 Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,
 Let me be singing when the evening comes.  

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 96:1-4
Minister:  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

All:    Bless the LORD, all his works, in all places of his dominion. 
     Bless the LORD, O my soul!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Jesus, the Lord, My Savior
Words:  William Gadsby. | Music:  Sandra McCracken. ©2001 Same Old Dress Music (ASCAP).

Jesus, the Lord, my Savior is,
My Shepherd, and my God;
My light, my strength, my joy, my bliss;
And I His grace record.

Whate’er I need in Jesus dwells,
And there it dwells for me;
’Tis Christ my earthen vessel fills
With treasures rich and free.  

 Chorus: Mercy and truth and righteousness,
  And peace, most richly meet
  In Jesus Christ, the King of grace,
  In Whom I stand complete.

As through the wilderness I roam,
His mercies I’ll proclaim;
And when I safely reach my home,
I’ll still adore His name.

“Worthy the Lamb,” shall be my song,
“For He for me was slain;”
And I with all the heavenly throng
Shall join, and say, “Amen.” 

2.  You’re rich in love, and You’re slow to anger.
 Your name is great, and Your heart is kind.
 For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing;
 Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.  

3.  And on that day when my strength is failing,
 The end draws near, and my time has come;
 Soon my soul will sing Your praise unending:
 Ten thousand years and then forever more!  



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Scots Confession  
Minister: We confess and acknowledge one God alone, 

All:  to whom alone we must cleave, 
  whom alone we must serve, 
  whom only we must worship, 
  and in whom alone we put our trust. 
Minister: Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; 
  one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, 
  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

All:   By whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, 
  to have been created, 
  to be retained in their being, 
  and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence 
  for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, 
  and to the manifestation of his own glory.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Awake My Soul
©2002 Same Old Dress Music (ASCAP).  Words and Music:  Sandra McCracken.

1.  The image of God invisible
 The firstborn of all life
 Before and within, 
 He holds it all in
 One name, one faith, one Christ

2.  I trust no other source or name
 Nowhere else can I hide
 This grace gives me fear, 
 and this grace draws me near
 And all that it asks it provides   

 Bridge: 
  No seam in this garment
  All my rags to hide
  No less than Your love
  For Jesus is mine

3.  When I stand on the edges of Jordan
 With the saints and the angels beside
 When my body is healed
 and the glory revealed
 Then still I can boast only Christ 

Chorus: 
  No one is good enough
  To save himself
  Awake my soul tonight
  To boast nothing else



CALL TO CONFESSION     Isaiah 57:15
“For this is what the high and exalted One says – he who lives forever, whose name is holy: “I live in a 
high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Father, you have set forth the way of life through your son Jesus Christ, whom you love  
 dearly. We shamefully confess that we have been slow to learn of him and have been   
 reluctant to follow him. You have spoken and called to us but we have not listened. You have  
 revealed your beauty to us, but we have been blind. You have stretched out your hands 
 to us through our friends, but we have passed by them. We have accepted your gifts and  
 offered little thanks. We are unworthy of your unchanging love.

All:    Please forgive us for the poverty of our worship,
  for the selfishness of our prayers,
  for our inconsistency and unbelief,
  for the ways we neglect fellowship and your grace,
  for our hesitation to tell others about Christ,
  for the ways we deceive others and ourselves.

Minister: Forgive us for when we waste time and when we misuse the gifts you have given us. Forgive  
 us for when we have made excuses for the wrong things we have done and when we have  
 purposefully avoided responsibility.

All: Forgive us that we have been unwilling to overcome evil with good and that we have not  
 been ready to carry our cross. Forgive us that we have not allowed your love to work  
 through us to help others and that we have not made their suffering our own. Forgive  
 us for those times when instead of working for unity we made it hard for others to live  
 with us because of our lack of forgiveness, inconsiderate judgment, and quick criticism.

Minister: Forgive us for when we have not tried to reconcile with others and when we have 
 been slow to seek forgiveness. 

All:     Forgive us also for these sins that we silently confess to you now.

    (You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Our gracious God, remind us that we are your sons and daughters, filled with your Spirit 
 so that our lives might always be faithful and fruitful.  

All: For Jesus’ sake, we ask that you would renew our hearts and strengthen our faith. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Psalm 32:1-5

“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against 
whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit … I acknowledged my sin to 
you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,’ and you 
forgave the iniquity of my sin.”



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Sovereign Grace o’er Sin Abounding
Words: John Kent. | Music: Sandra McCracken. ©2001 Same Old Dress Music (ASCAP).

1.  Sovereign grace o’er sin abounding!
 Ransomed souls, the tidings swell;
 ’Tis a deep that knows no sounding;
 Who its breadth or length can tell?
 On its glories,
 Let my soul for ever dwell.

2.  What from Christ that soul can sever, 
 Bound by everlasting bands? 
 Once in Him, in Him for ever; 
 Thus the eternal covenant stands. 
 None shall take Thee
 From the Strength of Israel’s hands.

3.  Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus, 
 Long ere time its race begun; 
 To His name eternal praises;
 O what wonders love has done!
 One with Jesus, By eternal union one.
 One with Jesus, By eternal union one.

4.  On such love, my soul, still ponder, 
 Love so great, so rich, so free; 
 Say, while lost in holy wonder, 
 Why, O Lord, such love to me? 
 Hallelujah! 
 Grace shall reign



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
CHALLENGING AUTHORITY  REV. DUFF JAMES 

Mark 11:27-33
  27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief priests 
and the scribes and the elders came to him, 28 and they said to him, “By what authority are you 
doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I will 
ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 Was 
the baptism of John from heaven or from man? Answer me.” 31 And they discussed it with one 
another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 32 But 
shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was 
a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will 
I tell you by what authority I do these things.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

There Is A Fountain Filled with Blood
Words: William Cowper, 1772 | Music: Karl Digerness, 1997

There is fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day;
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power
’Til all the ransomed church of God
Be saved to sin no more.

E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be ’til I die.

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
We Will Feast in the House of Zion
Written by Sandra McCracken & Josh Moore | © 2015 Drink Your Tea /Joshmooreownsthis Music  (ASCAP)

Chorus:  We will feast in the house of Zion
  We will sing with our hearts restored
  He has done great things, we will say together 
  We will feast and weep no more 

We will not be burned by the fire
He is the LORD our God
We are not consumed, by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up 

In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid
For the promised morning, oh how long? 
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength 



Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the Faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together, bring shalom.

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any announcement below, of if you have further questions, please reach out to 
John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events at City 
Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

WOMEN’S SUNSET HIKE AT MAX PATCH :: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Each month we’ve been able to offer a way for women of CC to get together safely outside. Last month’s 
hike through Thrive Ministries was wonderful. Thanks again Abby! This month we’re doing something 
less strenuous but just as beautiful – a sunset visit to Max Patch on the evening of Sunday, September 
27th. If you’re able to come, please fill out this form. Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) will follow 
up with an email with more details (including social distancing considerations) as we get closer to the 
date.

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect
https://forms.gle/GehJYaph8YqwEY9CA
mailto:kristi%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Women%27s%20Hike%20at%20Max%20Patch


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.

CCLI copyright license#: 11072412 :: streaming license#: 20232835


