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“The love of God is not a mild benevolence but a consuming fire.” 
— Alan Richard Griffiths

“No man’s really any good till he knows how bad he is, or might be; till he’s realized exactly 
how much right he has to all this snobbery, and sneering, and talking about ‘criminals,’ 
as if they were apes in a forest ten thousand miles away; till he’s got rid of all the dirty 
self-deception of talking about low types and deficient skulls; till he’s squeezed out of his 
soul the last drop of the oil of the Pharisees; till his only hope is somehow or other to have 
captured one criminal, and kept him safe and sand under his own hat.”

— Father Brown

“I used to think that wrath was unworthy of God. Isn’t God love? Shouldn’t divine love 
be beyond wrath? God is love, and God loves every person and every creature. That’s 
exactly why God is wrathful against some of them. My last resistance to the idea of 
God’s wrath was a casualty of the war in the former Yugoslavia, the region from which 
I come. According to some estimates, 200,000 people were killed and over 3,000,000 
were displaced. My villages and cities were destroyed, my people shelled day in and day 
out, some of them brutalized beyond imagination, and I could not imagine God not being 
angry. Or think of Rwanda in the last decade of the past century, where 800,000 people 
were hacked to death in one hundred days! How did God react to the carnage? By doting 
on the perpetrators in a grandfatherly fashion? By refusing to condemn the bloodbath 
but instead affirming the perpetrators’ basic goodness? Wasn’t God fiercely angry with 
them? Though I used to complain about the indecency of the idea of God’s wrath, I came 
to think that I would have to rebel against a God who wasn’t wrathful at the sight of the 
world’s evil. God isn’t wrathful in spite of being love. God is wrathful because God is love. 
He hates and is angry with evil.”

— Miroslav Volf

“We pick and choose what we like and don’t like from Jesus’ teachings. In the end, we 
create a nice, non-offensive, politically correct, middle-class, American Jesus who looks 
just like us and thinks just like us. But Jesus is not customizable.” 

— David Platt

“If we pick and choose among the commands, we never really obey God himself. If we 
follow only the laws we like, the laws we find agreeable, we make ourselves the final 
arbiter of truth. There is a sense, James 2 teaches, in which we follow the Lord totally or 
not at all.” 

— Dan Doriani

“Most of us were taught that God would love us if and when we change. In fact, God loves 
you so that you can change. What empowers change, what makes you desirous of change 
is the experience of love. It is that inherent experience of love that becomes the engine 
of change.” 

— Richard Rohr



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Public Domain. Words: Walter Smith. | Music: Welsh folk tune.

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.

2. Unresting, un-hasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.  

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 86
Minister:  We will praise you, O Lord our God, with our whole hearts;
  we will glorify your name forever. 
  For you have delivered us from the power of death.

All:   Bring us your joy, O Lord, for to you we lift up our souls. 
  There is none like you; no deeds can compare with yours. 

Minister:  All the nations you have made will come and worship before you. 
  They will bring glory to your name, for you alone are God. 

All:   Teach us now your way, O Lord, and we will live in your truth. 
  Give us undivided hearts that we may fear and praise your great name. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Here, O Lord, I See Thee Face to Face
Words: Horatius Bonar, 1855. Music and Variant Text: Nathan Poole, 2011

Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face. 
And here will I touch, and handle things unseen. 
Here, with firmer hand, I grasp eternal grace. 
And all of my weariness, upon thee lean. 

I would have no help, nor do I need 
Another arm, but thine and thine alone 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed 
Thy strength is all I dare to lean upon. 

Here would I feed, upon the bread of God 
And here the new wine, is poured out for me. 
Here would I lay aside the world’s best love, 
And here would I taste, God’s love, wild and free.

3. To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish but naught changeth Thee.

4. Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee!

Chorus: 
 I have seen the Son, the ever-reigning Lord, 
 prove his promise does not fail. 
 May the bonds of love, that call me to His side, 
 Grow ever deeper and fuller still. 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Psalm 46  
Minister: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will   
 not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the  
 sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

All: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 
 Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her   
 when morning dawns. The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice,   
 the earth melts. The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Minister:  Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the earth. He  
 makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he  
 burns the chariots with fire. “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the  
 nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”

All:  The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

All Must Be Well 
Words by Mary Bowley-Peters alt by Matthew S. Smith, Music by Matthew S. Smith. © 2007 Detuned Radio Music (ASCAP) 

Through the love of God our Savior, 
All will be well 
Free and changeless is His favor, 
All is well
Precious is the blood that healed us
Perfect is the grace that sealed us 
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us 
All must be well 

Though we pass through tribulation, 
All will be well 
Ours is such a full salvation, 
All is well
Happy still in God confiding
Fruitful if in Christ abiding 
Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding 
All must be well 

We expect a bright tomorrow; 
All will be well 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, 
All is well 
On our Father’s love relying
Jesus every need supplying 
Yes in living or in dying 
All must be well 



CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 40:11, 17

“As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy from me; your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness will ever preserve me.… As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me. 
You are my help and my deliverer.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister:     Our God and Father, 
  in your presence we confess our sinfulness, 
  our shortcomings, 
  and our offenses against you. 

All:    You alone know how often we have sinned
  in wandering from your ways, 
  in wasting your gifts, 
  in forgetting your love, 
  in feeding our pride,
  in thinking we are pure when we are stained,  
  in estimating ourselves as great when we are small, 
  in failing to love, 
  in neglecting justice, 
  in ignoring your truth. 

Minister:    Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
  for we are ashamed and sorry
  for all we have done to displease you. 

All:     Forgive our sins, 
  and help us to live in your light
  and walk in your ways. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Father, calm us and quiet us with your love.
 Teach us to follow you with hopeful hearts and loving lives.

All:  Remind us that because of your steadfast love we can now have 
 real rest, real peace, real intimacy, and real fellowship with you. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Romans 6:6

“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

*confession adapted from Prone to Wander 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

O Love that Will Not Let Me Go
Words: George Matheson. | Music: Christopher Miner. ©1997 Christopher Miner Music.

  O Love that will not let me go,
 I rest my weary soul in thee;
 I give thee back the life I owe,
 That in thine ocean depths its flow
 May richer, fuller be.

  O light that followest all my way,
 I yield my flickering torch to thee;
 My heart restores its borrowed ray,
 That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
 May brighter, fairer be.

  O Joy that seekest me through pain,
 I cannot close my heart to thee;
 I trace the rainbow through the rain,
 And feel the promise is not vain,
 That morn shall tearless be.

  O Cross that liftest up my head,
 I dare not ask to fly from thee;
 I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
 And from the ground there blossoms red
 Life that shall endless be.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
IS JESUS REALLY GOOD NEWS?  REV. DUFF JAMES 

Mark 11:1-12
 1 And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a fence 
around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to tenants and went 
into another country. 2 When the season came, he sent a servant to the tenants to get from 
them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 And they took him and beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed. 4 Again he sent to them another servant, and they struck him on the head and 
treated him shamefully. 5 And he sent another, and him they killed. And so with many others: 
some they beat, and some they killed. 6 He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent 
him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is 
the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 And they took him and killed 
him and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come 
and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others. 10 Have you not read this Scripture:

“‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
11  this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”

12 And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they perceived that he had 
told the parable against them. So they left him and went away.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
Words: Augustus Toplady, 1776; alt. by Thomas Cotterill, 1815 | Music: Thomas Hastings, 1830; arr. CXVI

Rock of Ages, cleft for me
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure,
cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

Not the labors of my hands
can fulfill thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to thy cross I cling;
naked, come to thee for dress;
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the Fountain fly;
wash me, Savior, or I die.

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
The Lord Is King
Words: Josiah Conder, 1824; alt. by Nathan Partain, 2003 | Music: Nathan Partain, 2003

The Lord is King! Lift up your voice,
O earth, and all ye heav’ns, rejoice!
From world to world the joy shall ring,
“The Lord omnipotent is King!”

The Lord is King! Who then shall dare
Resist his will, distrust his care?
Or murmur at his wise decrees,
Or doubt his royal promises?

The Lord is King! Bow down you must,
The Judge of all the earth is just;
Holy and true are all his ways;
Let ev’ry creature sing his praise.

Tag:
 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die

Chorus: Sing His praise, sing His praise
  Lord of lords, Ancient of Days
  Sing His praise, sing His praise
  All your days, all your days.



One Lord, one kingdom, all secures;
He reigns, and life and death are yours:
Through Heav’n and earth one song shall ring,
“The Lord omnipotent is King!” 

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any announcement below, of if you have further questions, please reach out to 
John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events at City 
Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

WOMEN’S SUNSET HIKE AT MAX PATCH :: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Each month we’ve been able to offer a way for women of CC to get together safely outside. Last month’s 
hike through Thrive Ministries was wonderful. Thanks again Abby! This month we’re doing something 
less strenuous but just as beautiful – a sunset visit to Max Patch on the evening of Sunday, September 
27th. If you’re able to come, please fill out this form. Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) will follow 
up with an email with more details (including social distancing considerations) as we get closer to the 
date.

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect
https://forms.gle/GehJYaph8YqwEY9CA
mailto:kristi%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Women%27s%20Hike%20at%20Max%20Patch


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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