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CITY CHURCH
A S H EV I L L E

“A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall 
never sit in.”

— Greek Proverb

“The church is an outpost of the kingdom of God.” 
— Dallas Willard

“God is not known where neighbor is not loved.… Not to love neighbor is not just 
not to know God; it is actually to deny God.”

— Miroslav Volf

“Whosoever violates charity, let him say what he will with his tongue [confession] … 
this person is an antichrist and acts against God.” 

— Augustine

“Love itself is a kind of knowing.” 
— Gregory the Great

“God is not asking for your help. God is asking for you.” 
— Anonymous, 14th Century,

The Cloud of Unknowing

“It’s urgent to love the most vulnerable people around us because love is always 
urgent. We’ve been commanded to love the least of these, our neighbors. God has 
even posed the question, ‘What makes you any di!erent if you just love those who 
love you?’ We’ll be known by our love. I think love is a distinctive trait of the Church 
and believers. It’s a gospel issue. It’s a glory issue. It’s an obedience issue. So I think 
the urgency has to be if I love God, I must love people. I don’t have the choice to 
choose when. I must submit to that as soon as God calls me. As soon as I repented 
and believed, I need to be loving. But I also need to be continuously repenting and 
believing when I’m not doing so. I think it’s urgent because God has made it urgent. 
I think it’s urgent because giving him glory is something we always need to be doing 
right now, today, and forevermore. If we love Jesus, we have to love people. I don’t 
think we should be slowpokes in answering God’s call to be obedient to his will.” 

— Jackie Hill Perry



GATHERING HYMN     

O Come, Messiah, Come
Lyrics and Melody by Isaac Wardell | Arrangement by Isaac Wardell, Mason Neely, and Alex Foote

Oh come! Oh come Messiah!
Oh come our Alleluia!
Oh sing! Oh sing Hosanna!
Oh come! Messiah, come!
Comfort and joy, Alpha, Omega, He
Sorrow and toil, no longer rulers be.

WELCOME              
CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 68 & 95
Minister:  Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, lift up a song to him 
 rejoice before him — his name is the LORD. 
All:  Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in this holy dwelling. 

Minister: God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing. 
All: Come let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker!  

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

All Your Works Are Good (Psalm 104)
Words & Music: Jill Gullahorn, Julie Ann Lee, & Sandra McCracken

1.  The moon it marks the seasons
 The sun knows when to go down
 The ocean holds its creatures
 The river knows its bounds
2.  The birds, the trees, the cattle
 And all things great and small
 We find our place in creation
 Your hand sustains it all
3.  He makes the clouds his chariot
 He wraps himself in light
 He stretches out the heavens,
 Like a tent across the sky
4.  He knows our every burden
 When darkness veils our eyes
 He comes with spring returning,
 Bringing death to life
5.  As we labor until evening
 There’s a message on the wind
 Be still and know your maker
 Be satisfied in Him

Chorus: 
 All your works are good. 
 All your works are good.
 From everlasting, to everlasting. 
 All your works are good. 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Our World Belongs to God  
Minister:   Following the apostles, the church is sent 
  sent with the gospel of the kingdom
   to make disciples of all nations, 
   to feed the hungry, 
   and to proclaim the assurance that in the name of Christ
    there is forgiveness of sin and new life 
    for all who repent and believe ––
   to tell the news that our world belongs to God. 
All:   In a world estranged from God, 
   where millions face confusing choices, 
   this mission is central to our being, 
   for we announce the one name that saves. 
  We repent of leaving this work to a few, 
   we pray for brothers and sisters who su!er for the faith, 
   and we rejoice that the Spirit
   is waking us to see our mission in God’s world.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Drive Out the Darkness
Words & Music: Latifah Alattas, Paul Zach  I  Porter’s Gate

1.  Every year under the thorn
 Every wrong that we have known
 Every valley will be raised
 Ancient ruins will be remains
Chorus: Come, O Come
  Be our light
  Drive out the darkness
  Come, Jesus, come
2.  Every weapon made for war
 Every gun and every sword
 Will be melted in the flame
 To be used for gardening  
3. In the emptiness of grief
 Through the night of su!ering
 In the loss and in the tears
 God of comfort, O be near
  Final Chorus: Come, O Come
      Be our light
      Drive out the darkness (2x)
      Come, and end all the violence
      Come, do not be silent
      Come, cling to your promise
      Come, break all injustice
      Come, Jesus, come



CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 36:7-9
“How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Lord, hear our prayers and forgive us. 
  We confess that we have often, either consciously or unconsciously,  
  failed to be an instrument of your peace, 
  sown hatred instead of love, 
   caused injury to others while failing to pardon injury done to us, 
  doubted your call to show others the same grace, love, justice, and comfort 
    we demand for ourselves, 
   perpetuated language and acts that cause despair in others,
   crushed the hope of our neighbors, 
  spread darkness rather than light,
  brought sadness to others instead of joy. 

All: Lord, forgive us.
(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 

All:  where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
  where there is injury, pardon; 
  where there is doubt, faith; 
  where there is despair, hope; 
  where there is darkness, light; 
  and where there is sadness, joy. 

Minister: Grant that I may not so much seek

All:  to be consoled as to console; 
  to be understood, as to understand; 
  to be loved, as to love; 
  for it is in giving that we receive, 
  it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
  and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.” (a prayer attributed to St. Francis of Assisi)

 Lord, may it be so. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Philippians 1:6
“And I am sure of this: that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ.” 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me 
Words & Music Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren | © 2018 CityAlight Music 

1. What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2. The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need, His power is displayed
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley He will lead
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
The future sure, the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and su!ered for my pardon
And He was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4. With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For He has said that He will bring me home
And day by day I know He will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE.   REV. DUFF JAMES 

Mark 12:28-34
28 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that 
he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” 
29 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 And the scribe said to him, 
“You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 33 
And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and 
to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt o!erings and sacrifices.” 34 
And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom 
of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more questions.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Praise the Savior Now and Ever
Words by Venantius Fortunatus | Music by William Moore (Arr. Benedict/Bradham) ©2006 Cardiphonia Music

1.  Praise the Savior now and ever; 
 praise him, all beneath the skies; 
 Prostrate lying su!’ring, dying 
 on the cross, a sacrifice. 
 Vict’ry gaining life obtaining 
 now in glory he doth rise. 

2.  Man’s work faileth, Christ’s availeth; 
 he is all our righteousness; 
 He, our Savior, has forever 
 set us free from dire distress. 
 Through his merit we inherit 
 light and peace and happiness. 

3. Sin’s bond severed, we’re delivered; 
 Christ has bruised the serpent’s head; 
 Death no longer is the stronger 
 hell itself is captive led. 
 Christ has risen from death’s prison; 
 o’er the tomb he light has shed.

4.  For his favor, praise forever 
 unto God the Father sing; 
 Praise the Savior, praise him ever, 
 Son of God, our Lord and King. 
 Praise the Spirit; through Christ’s merit 
 he doth us salvation bring.

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS        

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Mo"tt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and sta! at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and sta! of City Church.



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Sta!
 Rev. Du! James (du!@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your"gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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