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“The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves.” 
— Shakespeare

“High heaven rejects the lore
Of nicely calculated less and more” 

— William Wordsworth

“That which dominates our imagination and our thoughts will determine our life 
and character. Therefore it behooves us to be careful what we are worshiping, for 
what we are worshiping we are becoming.” 

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

“… with a settled determination to watch and pray against hypocrisy in religion. 
Whatever we are as Christians, let us be real, thorough, genuine, and sincere. Let 
us abhor all … affection, and part-acting in the things of God, as that which is utterly 
loathsome in Christ’s eyes. We may be weak, an erring, and frail, and come far short 
of our aims and desires. But at any rate, if we profess to believe in Christ, let us be 
true.”

— J.C. Ryle

“Without a cause men hated Christ; without a cause he loves them.” 
— Milton S. Agnew

“I offer you my heart, Lord, promptly and sincerely.” 
— John Calvin



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit
Words: Anonymous, Joachim Neander, Julie Melucci | Music: Julie Melucci ©2015 Julie Melucci Music (SESAC)

1.  Come, O come Thou Holy Spirit 
 Light and life Thy grace imparts 
 Blessed Source of consolation 
 Guide our minds and fill our hearts 
 Grant my mind and my affections 
 Wisdom, counsel, purity 
 That I may be ever seeking 
 Only that which pleases Thee

2.  Savior lead us to adore Thee 
 By the true and living way 
 Then with angel hosts before Thee 
 May we worship, love and praise 
 Dwell within us, precious Spirit 
 Where Thou art no ill can come 
 Bless us now through Jesus’ merit 
 Reign in every heart and home

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 67:1

Minister:  May God be gracious to us and bless us
 and make his face shine upon us. 

All:  Let us bless our God; 
 let the sound of his praise be heard from our lips.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

God of My Life, to Thee I Call
Words: William Cowper | Music: Clint Wells, Brian T. Murphy and Benj Pocta, 2007.

  God of my life, to Thee I call, 
 Afflicted at Thy feet I fall; 
 When the great water floods prevail
 Leave not my trembling heart to fail.  

  Friend of the friendless and the faint
 Where should I lodge my deep complaint? 
 Where but with Thee, whose open door
 Invites the helpless and the poor! 

 That were a grief I could not bear, 
 Didst Thou not hear and answer prayer; 
 But a prayer hearing, answering God
 Supports me under every load.   

3.  Holy Spirit, strong and mighty 
 Thou who makest all things new 
 Make Thy work within me perfect 
 Help me by Thy word so true 
 In Thy faith, O make me steadfast 
 Let not Satan, death or shame 
 Of my confidence deprive me 
 Lord, my refuge is Thy name

4.  When my final hour approaches 
 Let my hopes grow yet more bright 
 Let Thy love which never fails me 
 Dissipate the gloom of night 
 From that height which knows no measure 
 Fairer far than voice can tell 
 In Thy glorious courts of heaven 
 There, redeemed by Christ, to dwell

Chorus: 
  Poor though I am, despised, forgot
  Yet God, my God, forgets me not; 
  And He is safe and must succeed for whom
  The Lord is sure to plead.    



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Belgic Confession, Article 26  
Minister: What do you believe concerning Jesus’ love for you? 

All:  For neither in heaven nor among the creatures on earth is there anyone 
 who loves us more than Jesus Christ does. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul
Text: Anne Steele | Music: Kevin Twit

Dear refuge of my weary soul, 
On Thee, when sorrows rise 
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
My fainting hope relies 
To Thee I tell each rising grief, 
For Thou alone canst heal 
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief, 
For every pain I feel

But oh! When gloomy doubts prevail, 
I fear to call Thee mine 
The springs of comfort seem to fail, 
And all my hopes decline 
Yet gracious God, where shall I flee? 
Thou art my only trust 
And still my soul would cleave to Thee 
Though prostrate in the dust

Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face, 
And shall I seek in vain? 
And can the ear of sovereign grace, 
Be deaf when I complain? 
No still the ear of sovereign grace, 
Attends the mourner’s prayer 
Oh may I ever find access, 
To breathe my sorrows there

Thy mercy seat is open still, 
Here let my soul retreat 
With humble hope attend Thy will, 
And wait beneath Thy feet, 
Thy mercy seat is open still, 
Here let my soul retreat 
With humble hope attend Thy will, 
And wait beneath Thy feet



CALL TO CONFESSION     Micah 6:8

“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to 
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Our God and Father, you have told us that as your people we are to do justice, to love  
 kindness, and to walk humbly with you. 

All: Our lives, however, do not measure up. 

Minister: We have not practiced justice. 

All: Instead, we have acted in ways that promote our own comfort, wealth, and  advancement.  
 We have often done so at the expense of our neighbors – unmoved and insensitive to  
 how our actions might affect the greater community. At the very least, we have ignored  
 their plight. 

Minister:  We have not loved mercy. 

All: Instead, we have loved control over our lives and the lives of our neighbors. We have  
 sometimes given in to the baser instinct in our hearts that says “I and my kind are better  
 than you and your kind.” We want to win arguments more than restore relationships; we  
 want to be generous or forgiving, but only if we can see its direct benefit to us. At the  
 very least, we’ve turned our back on those in need of mercy. 

Minister:  We have not walked humbly with you. 

All: Instead, we are prideful and have clung to self-righteousness. We strut through life as if  
 we needed no friends, no family, no community, and worst of all no God. We’ve hoarded  
 and engaged in self-indulgence. At the very least, we’ve spurned you in our arrogance. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Gracious God, we know you as our Father, so we can come to you for forgiveness. 
 We ask you to forgive us for our offenses against you and our neighbor. 

All:  Subdue everything in us which is contrary to your purposes. By the power of your Spirit  
 make us a community who acts justly, loves mercy, and walks humbly with you. 
 We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Isaiah 55:6-7
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and 
the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for 
he will freely pardon.” 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Laden with Guilt and Full of Fears 
Words: Isaac Watts, Music: Sandra McCracken | ©2001 Same Old Dress Music (ASCAP)

Laden with guilt and full of fears, 
I fly to Thee, my Lord, 
And not a glimpse of hope appears, 
But in Thy written Word 
The volumes of my Father’s grace 
Does all my griefs assuage 
Here I behold my Savior’s face 
In every page.

This is the field where, hidden, lies 
The pearl of price unknown 
That merchant is divinely wise 
Who makes the pearl his own 
Here consecrated water flows 
To quench my thirst of sin 
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows, 
No danger dwells within.

This is the judge that ends the strife, 
Where wit and reason fail 
My guide to everlasting life 
Through all this gloomy vale 
Oh may Thy counsels, mighty God, 
My roving feet command, 
Nor I forsake the happy road 
That leads to Thy right hand.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD   REV. DUFF JAMES 

Mark 12:38-44
38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes 
and like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the best seats in the synagogues and the 
places of honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows’ houses and for a pretense make long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation.”

41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the 
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came and put in two 
small copper coins, which make a penny. 43 And he called his disciples to him and said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 
offering box. 44 For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has 
put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Mighty God We Thank and Praise You
Words: Wendell Kimbrough, based on the Book of Common Prayer | Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824

Mighty God we thank and praise you
For this meal, this bread of life;
Precious blood and body, broken,
From your Son our Savior, Christ.
In these mysteries you assure us
We are members of your Son;
Heirs of your eternal Kingdom,
With all faithful people, One.

Humbly now we ask you, Father,
In your grace, to make us strong,
That, with all the saints before us,
In good works we may press on!
Send us out to love and serve you!
Send us out to sing your praise!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Pow’r and glory to your name! Amen.  

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
He Will Hold Me Fast 
Words & Music Ada Habershon, Matthew Merker | © 2013 Matthew Merker Music, Getty Music Publishing 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path;
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.

Chorus: 
 He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast,
 for my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last.
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last! 



DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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