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“What you demonize tends to reveal what you idolize.” 
— Bob Flayhart

“It should be sobering to note that in Romans 1, gossip and slander are listed among the 
same sins as murder and hatred of God.” 

— Justin Peters

“Caesar and God are not two counterparts, each lord of his own sphere (secular versus 
sacred). God is Caesar’s Lord for there is only one Lord of the world, not two. God is Lord 
of all aspects of life we might call secular, including the workplace, the family, and the 
government. We may owe Caesar (or our own government) money, but we do not owe 
Caesar the love that is directed only to God.”

— David Garland and Karen-Lee Thorpe

“With one sentence Jesus exposed the truth about his enemies and demolished their 
efforts to trick him. He put the question of living under Caesar in its proper place: a 
distant second behind the more important question of living in the kingdom of God. The 
man who is devoted to God does not make the issue of his political freedom the number 
one priority in his life. He knows that he can serve God, freely in his heart, under the most 
oppressive of regimes.”

— Sinclair Ferguson

“I’ve been asked why it is especially wrong for Christians to speak of their opponents in 
a demonizing and dehumanizing way. Historic Christians believe that our sin has made 
us worthy of condemnation and hell. From those living respectable lives to those leading 
criminal lives, all of us fall infinitely (and therefore equally) short of loving and serving 
God in the way that is due him. Therefore, we can only be saved through Christ by sheer 
grace.… So Christians can never feel morally superior to any one else at all. That means 
when we call out evildoing in others, as vital as that is, we can never imply by our attitude 
or language that they deserve God’s condemnation, but we do not. Therefore: ‘the 
Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not 
resentful. Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them 
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth…’ (2 Timothy 2:24-26) Right now 
our very social fabric is tearing apart because of, among other things, increasing mutual 
demonizations ON BOTH SIDES. Christians must not contribute to this in any way.” 

— Tim Keller



GATHERING HYMN     

All Creatures of Our God and King
Words: Saint Francis of Assisi. | Music: German tune. Public Domain.
 

1. All creatures of our God and King, 
 Lift up your voice and with us sing,
 Alleluia! Alleluia!
 Thou burning sun with golden beam,
 Thou silver moon with softer gleam 

 Refrain:  O praise Him! O praise Him!
   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong
 Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
 O praise Him! Alleluia!
 Thou rushing morn in praise rejoice,
 Ye lights of evening find a voice   

WELCOME              

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 95:3-7
Minister: The Lord is the great God, 
 the great King above all gods. 
 In his hands are the depths of the earth, 
 and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
 The sea is his, for he made it, 
 and his hands formed the dry land.  

All:  Come, let us bow down in worship, 
 let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
 for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, 
 the flock under his care.   

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Words: John Newton | Music: Franz Josef Haydn

1.  Glorious things of thee are spoken,
 Zion, city of our God;
 He, Whose word cannot be broken,
 Formed thee for His own abode
 On the Rock of Ages founded,
 What can shake thy sure repose?
 With salvation’s walls surrounded,
 Thou mayst smile at all thy foes.

3. Thou flowing water pure and clear
 Make music for Thy Lord to hear
 Alleluia! Alleluia!
 Thou fire so masterful and bright
 That givest man both warmth and light  

4. All ye men of tender heart
 Forgiving others take your part
 O sing ye! Alleluia!
 Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
 Praise God and on Him cast your care 

2.  See the streams of living waters, 
 Springing from eternal love. 
 Well supplies Thy sons and daughters, 
 And all fears of want removes.
 Who can faint while such a river 
 Ever flows their thirst to quench? 
 Grace which like the Lord, the giver, 
 Never fails from age to age.



3.  Blessed inhabitants of Zion, 
 Washed in the Redeemer’s blood; 
 Jesus, Whom their souls rely on, 
 Makes them kings and priests to God 
 ’Tis His love His people raises,
 Over self to reign as kings 
 And as priests His solemn praises 
 Each for a thank offering bring.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM      

Children presented for baptism: Lydia Josephine Sims & Esther Joy Fleming

Questions for the Parents – Ashley & Cole Sims, Nellie & Dave Fleming

 1.  Do you confess your faith in God as your heavenly Father, Jesus Christ as your Savior   
 and Lord, and the Holy Spirit as your sanctifier and guide? 

 2.  Do you acknowledge that your child is a sinner in need of the forgiveness of sins through   
 the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, the gift of new life from the Holy Spirit, and adoption   
 into the family of God? 

 3.  Do you claim God’s covenant promises on your child’s behalf, and do you look in faith to   
 the Lord Jesus Christ for this child’s salvation, as you do for your own? 

 4.  Do you promise in humble reliance on the grace of God to teach them the truths of the   
 Christian faith from God’s word, to live before them by God’s grace as an example and by   
 praying with them and for them, bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord   
 and in the ways of the Church of God?

Question for the Members of City Church

 Do you, the members of City Church, in the name of the Church of Christ, as you have   
 opportunity, undertake with these parents the covenant responsibility for the Christian   
 nurture of this child? If so, and you are able, please stand in affirmation.

MUSICAL OFFERING musicians only     

Every Mother, Every Father
Words and Music by Andy Bast & Bruce Benedict | ©2017 Hymn’s from Porter’s Gate (ASCAP)

Every mother, every father
called to raise up sons or daughters
May your heart be patient, may your mind be clear,
may our God be with you,
and calm your fears.

4.  Savior, if of Zion’s city, 
 I, through grace, a member am, 
 Let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in Thy Name 
 Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
 All his boasted pomp and show 
 Solid joys and lasting treasures 
 None but Zion’s children know.



HYMN OF RESPONSE     please stand & join in singing

Jesus Loves [You]
Words: Anna B. Warner, 1859 | Music: William B. Bradbury, 1861

1. Jesus loves you, this we know, 
 for the Bible tells us so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 you are weak but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves you! 
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 The Bible tells us so.

CALL TO CONFESSION     1 John  3:18

“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister: Triumphant Lord, we rejoice in your entry into the world and into our lives!
 Joining with the crowds, we sing your praises and exalt your reign,
  but even so, our hearts are far from true worship,
  our minds are distant from true understanding.
 We are disappointed with your humility,
  we are uninspired by your selflessness.

All:  Our sin leads us to give you death
  even though you give us life.
 Our treachery guides us to war
  even though you call us to peace.

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Help us to reflect in our lives the glory of your Son
   and to live faithfully here and now.

All:  Have mercy on us, Savior of all,
  find us in these forsaken places.
 Forgive what we have done and who we have been.
  Bring us home again and impart within us a new song of joy and celebration. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Romans 6:6

“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

*writen by John Paarlberg

2. Jesus loves you, he who died,
 heaven’s gates to open wide; 
 he can wash away your sin, 
 let his little child come in. 

 Yes, Jesus loves you! 
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 The Bible tells us so. 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Upon A Life I Have Not Lived
Words by Horatius Bonar (alt. K. Twit) | Music by Kevin Twit ©2012 Kevin Twit Music

Upon a Life I have not lived, 
Upon a Death I did not die, 
Another’s Life; Another’s Death, 
I stake my whole eternity. 

Not on the tears which I have shed, 
Not on the sorrows I have known, 
Another’s tears; Another’s griefs, 
On these I rest, on these alone.

 Chorus:  
  O Jesus, Son of God, I build on 
  what Thy cross has done for me; 
  There both my life and death I read, 
  my guilt, and pardon there I see.

Lord, I believe; O deal with me, 
As one who has Thy Word believed! 
I take the gift, Lord, look on me, 
As one who has Thy gift received. 



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
A KING WITHOUT A COIN  REV. DUFF JAMES 

Mark 12:13-17
 13 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap him in his 
talk. 14 And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not care 
about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of 
God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” 15 But, 
knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let 
me look at it.” 16 And they brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription 
is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they marveled at him.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Lord God, Now Let Your Servant Depart in Peace
Words & Music by Greg Scheer; (c) 2011 Greg Scheer BMI

 Oh God, now let your servant depart in peace;
 For our eyes have seen your saving grace. 
 A light to the world and the light of life 
 Seen in our Savior’s face. 

 Alle-lu-ia! Allelu-ia! Allelu - ia!

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS           

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!


