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“Because God created the world and is sovereign over it, obedience is always the 
wisest thing to do no matter the immediate cost.” 

— Vaughn Roberts

“Do not stop at experiences. The end is to know God, and nothing less.”
— Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“I have a great need for Christ. I have a great Christ for my need. Is God’s all-
sufficiency enough to satisfy you if all else should fail? Nothing teaches us about 
the preciousness of the Creator as much as when we learn the emptiness of 
everything else.” 

— Charles Spurgeon

“The person who loves their dream of community will destroy community, but the 
person who loves those around them will create community.” 

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

O God of Our Salvation
Written by Michael Bleecker and Matt Boswell | © 2009 Bleecker at The Village (ASCAP); Dayspring Music, LLC 

O God of our salvation
Who reigns upon the throne
The sovereign Father, great is he
From whom all blessings flow 

Behold the Son our Savior
Who for our sin was slain
The Christ who purchased with his blood
The wretched souls of men  

O God, the Holy Spirit
Revealing deity
The fount of life and love divine
Throughout eternity  

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 117
Minister:  Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! 

All:  For great is his steadfast love toward us,
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
 Praise the LORD!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Holy, Holy, Holy!
Words:  Reginald Heber | Music: John Dykes. Public Domain.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Who wert and art and ever more shall be.

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see;
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Chorus:  O God of our salvation, 
   from whom redemption comes
   O Father, Son and Spirit, 
   the blessed three in one

Bridge:  Ascribe unending praises 
   to the God who reigns on high
   How matchless is his power, 
   his glory how divine
   Ascribe, oh church the greatness 
   and the glory due his name
   One God, One Being, One Essence, 
   Oh Triune God proclaimed. Amen.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed  
Minister: Christian, what do you believe concerning God the Father? 

All:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth. 

Minister: What do you believe concerning God the Son?

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, dead and buried; 
   he descended into hell. 
   The third day he rose again from the dead. 
   He ascended into heaven
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
   From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Minister: What do you believe concerning God the Holy Spirit?

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic* church, 
   the communion of saints,
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen.     * that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

The Lord Is My Joy
Words/Music: Nathan Partain, 2008 from Jaywalker, track released 2015 

The Lord is my joy, the Lord is my joy, 
When all that I have is lost, I find the Lord is my joy. 

The Lord is my strength, the Lord is my strength, 
When I am too weak to go on, I find the Lord is my strength. 

My all in all is he, my healing King, 
My Master tends to me, for him, my soul shall sing. 

The Lord is my rock, the Lord is my rock, 
When all I have faith in fails, I find the Lord is my rock. 

The Lord is my delight, the Lord is my delight, 
Above all the joys of life, I find the Lord is my delight. 

My all in all is he, my breath, my song. 
In him, I have everything; to him, my soul belongs. 



CALL TO CONFESSION     Isaiah 57:15
“For this is what the high and exalted One says – he who lives forever, whose name is holy: ‘I live in a 
high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.’”

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Father, you have set forth the way of life through your son Jesus Christ, whom you love  
 dearly. We shamefully confess that we have been slow to learn of him and have been   
 reluctant to follow him. You have spoken and called to us but we have not listened. You have  
 revealed your beauty to us, but we have been blind. You have stretched out your hands 
 to us through our friends, but we have passed by them. We have accepted your gifts and  
 offered little thanks. We are unworthy of your unchanging love.

All:    Please forgive us for the poverty of our worship,
  for the selfishness of our prayers,
  for our inconsistency and unbelief,
  for the ways we neglect fellowship and your grace,
  for our hesitation to tell others about Christ,
  for the ways we deceive others and ourselves.

Minister: Forgive us for when we waste time and when we misuse the gifts you have given us. Forgive  
 us for when we have made excuses for the wrong things we have done and when we have  
 purposefully avoided responsibility.

All: Forgive us that we have been unwilling to overcome evil with good and that we have not  
 been ready to carry our cross. Forgive us that we have not allowed your love to work  
 through us to help others and that we have not made their suffering our own. Forgive  
 us for those times when instead of working for unity we made it hard for others to live  
 with us because of our lack of forgiveness, inconsiderate judgment, and quick criticism.

Minister: Forgive us for when we have not tried to reconcile with others and when we have 
 been slow to seek forgiveness. 

All:     Forgive us also for these sins that we silently confess to you now.

    (You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Our gracious God, remind us that we are your sons and daughters, filled with your Spirit 
 so that our lives might always be faithful and fruitful.  

All: For Jesus’ sake, we ask that you would renew our hearts and strengthen our faith. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved.”



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Sovereign Grace o’er Sin Abounding
Words: John Kent. | Music: Sandra McCracken. ©2001 Same Old Dress Music (ASCAP).

Sovereign grace o’er sin abounding!
Ransomed souls, the tidings swell;
’Tis a deep that knows no sounding;
Who its breadth or length can tell?
On its glories,
Let my soul for ever dwell.

What from Christ that soul can sever, 
Bound by everlasting bands? 
Once in Him, in Him for ever; 
Thus the eternal covenant stands. 
None shall take Thee
From the Strength of Israel’s hands.

Heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus, 
Long ere time its race begun; 
To His name eternal praises;
O what wonders love has done!
One with Jesus, By eternal union one.
One with Jesus, By eternal union one.

On such love, my soul, still ponder, 
Love so great, so rich, so free; 
Say, while lost in holy wonder, 
Why, O Lord, such love to me? 
Hallelujah! 
Grace shall reign



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
OUTRAGEOUS LOVE     REV. DUFF JAMES 

Mark 14:1-11
  1 Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him 
by stealth and kill him, 2 for they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the 
people.”

  3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a 
woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the 
flask and poured it over his head. 4 There were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why 
was the ointment wasted like that? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than 
three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Leave 
her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7 For you always have 
the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you will not always 
have me. 8 She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. 
9 And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 
done will be told in memory of her.”

  10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray 
him to them. 11 And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And 
he sought an opportunity to betray him.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Is Not Christ the Anthem Sweet?
Words and Music: Nathan Poole, 2010

Is not Christ the anthem sweet 
of every sinner’s song 
It is weakness calling out 
It is calling on the one it loves 

How his mercy knows no bounds 
How relentless is his love 
He is like a captor come 
With full and able arms 

What an anthem sweet 
Is the Savior’s name to me 
In the darkness of the night 
My brother, friend and guide 
O’ the precious love of Christ 

Let his voice come softly fall 
On this frail and empty heart 
And I am bank and brimming full 
He has overpaid his love 

See his garments turn so white 
See the world becoming dim 
You can hide yourself inside 
His resurrected life.

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
All Must Be Well 
Words by Mary Bowley-Peters alt by Matthew S. Smith, Music by Matthew S. Smith. © 2007 Detuned Radio Music (ASCAP) 

Through the love of God our Savior, 
All will be well 
Free and changeless is His favor, 
All is well
Precious is the blood that healed us
Perfect is the grace that sealed us 
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us 
All must be well 



Though we pass through tribulation, 
All will be well 
Ours is such a full salvation, 
All is well
Happy still in God confiding
Fruitful if in Christ abiding 
Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding 
All must be well 

We expect a bright tomorrow; 
All will be well 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, 
All is well 
On our Father’s love relying
Jesus every need supplying 
Yes in living or in dying 
All must be well 

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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