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“Rudeness is the weak man’s imitation of strength.”    
— Eric Hoffer

“When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the 
old man around. But when I got to be 21, I was astonished at how much the old man 
had learned in seven years.”

— Mark Twain

“Kindness is loving people more than they deserve.”                   
— Joseph Joubert

“A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds. A good deed is never lost; he who 
sows courtesy reaps friendship, and he who plants kindness gathers love.” 

— Basil of Caesarea

“The love for equals is a human thing – of friend for friend, brother for brother. It is 
to love what is loving and lovely. The world smiles. The love for the less fortunate 
is a beautiful thing – the love for those who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, 
the failures, the unlovely. This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world. 
The love for the more fortunate is a rare thing – to love those who succeed where 
we fail, to rejoice without envy with those who rejoice, the love of the poor for 
the rich, of the black man for the white man. The world is always bewildered by its 
saints. And then there is love for enemy – love for the one who does not love you, 
but mocks, threatens, and inflicts pain. The tortured’s love for the torturer. This is 
God’s love. It conquers the world.”

— Frederick Buechner

“When I ask people, ‘What is a Christian?’ they don’t usually respond with words 
like love, compassion, and grace; usually they describe a person who’s anti-
something. But Jesus was not primarily known for what he was against. He was 
known for serving people who had needs, feeding people who were hungry, and 
giving water to the thirsty. If we were known primarily for that, then we could cut 
through so many divisions … Christians often have a bad reputation. People think 
of Christians as uptight and judgmental. It’s odd that [our version of Christianity] 
has come to convey the opposite of God’s intent, as it’s lived out through us.” 

— Philip Yancey

“The discipline of gratitude is the explicit effort to acknowledge that all I am and 
have is given to me as a gift of love, a gift to be celebrated with joy.”

— Henri Nouwen



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

O Come, Messiah, Come
Lyrics and Melody by Isaac Wardell | Arrangement by Isaac Wardell, Mason Neely, and Alex Foote

Oh come! Oh come Messiah!
Oh come our Alleluia!

Oh sing! Oh sing Hosanna!
Oh come! Messiah, come!

Comfort and joy, Alpha, Omega, He
Sorrow and toil, no longer rulers be.

CALL TO WORSHIP 1 Corinthians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:18

Minister:  Give thanks to our God always 
 because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ. 

All: Give thanks in all circumstances; 
 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Public Domain. Words: Joachim Neander | Music: 17th century German tune.

Praise to the Lord, The Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, For He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Praise Him in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, Who over all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how all your longings have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, Oh let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
Gladly for aye we adore Him.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Psalm 18  
Minister: Christian, what is it that you believe? 

All:  The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,
 my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Words & Music: Matt Boswell, Michael Bleecker, Matt Papa | © 2012 Bleecker Publishing; McKinney Music, Inc

Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man 
In his living, in his suffering, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e’er restrain him, praise the Lord, He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when he comes. 



CALL TO CONFESSION     Psalm 9:1

“I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister: Father, even in this season of Thanksgiving, we so often lose sight of the 
 gifts of each day and of their giver. 

All:     We forget about you. 
 We forget to hear you. 
 We forget to believe you. 
 We forget to trust you. 
 We forget your promises to us.
 We forget your love for us. 
 We forget who and whose we are. 
 We forget to love you in response. 
 We forget to love others as ourself.
 We forget to thank you for all things.  
 Forgive us. 

    (You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Father, grant us the desire, courage, and strength to cling to you alone. Give us fresh minds  
 to comprehend you, clear eyes to see you, open ears  to hear you, new hearts to receive you,  
 and strong hands to serve you. Help us live our whole lives in thanksgiving to you. 

All:  Thank you for burdening yourself with us. Your rescue comes quickly to our aid, your love  
 endured our curse, and your mercy bore our earned punishment. So let our consciences  
 be tender and clear, let us walk in humility, let us bathe in your forgiveness, and live  
 triumphantly as heirs of salvation earned for us by Jesus Christ. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Isaiah 55:6-7
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and 
the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for 
he will freely pardon.” 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

He’s on Our Side (Psalm 124) 
Words & Music Wendell Kimbrough & Jason Pears | ©2017 (BMI) 

Our help has come in the Name of the Lord, 
the One who formed all the earth and the sky.
Behold! He comes to destroy the chains of death
and raise us up to life. 

O bless his name, for he has given us
everything we need to fly. 
Our broken wings, they have not hindered us. 
We have the Lord; 
He’s on our side! 



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
LIVING THANKSGIVING     REV. DUFF JAMES 

Philippians 4:4-13
  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

 10  I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. 
You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11  Not that I am speaking 
of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to 
be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing
Words: Charles Wesley 1779 | Music: Carl G. Glasser; Arr. By Lowell Mason 

O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise
The glories of my God and King 
The triumphs of His grace 

My gracious Master and my God 
Assist me to proclaim
To spread through all the earth abroad 
The honors of Thy name 

Jesus, the name that charms our fears 
That bids our sorrows cease
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears
‘Tis life and health and peace 

He breaks the power of canceled sin 
He sets the prisoners free
His blood can make the foulest clean 
His blood availed for me

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
Praise the Savior Now and Ever
Words by Venantius Fortunatus | Music by William Moore (Arr. Benedict/Bradham) ©2006 Cardiphonia Music

1.  Praise the Savior now and ever; 
 praise him, all beneath the skies; 
 Prostrate lying suff’ring, dying 
 on the cross, a sacrifice. 
 Vict’ry gaining life obtaining 
 now in glory he doth rise. 

2.  Man’s work faileth, Christ’s availeth; 
 he is all our righteousness; 
 He, our Savior, has forever 
 set us free from dire distress. 
 Through his merit we inherit 
 light and peace and happiness. 



3. Sin’s bond severed, we’re delivered; 
 Christ has bruised the serpent’s head; 
 Death no longer is the stronger 
 hell itself is captive led. 
 Christ has risen from death’s prison; 
 o’er the tomb he light has shed.

4.  For his favor, praise forever 
 unto God the Father sing; 
 Praise the Savior, praise him ever, 
 Son of God, our Lord and King. 
 Praise the Spirit; through Christ’s merit 
 he doth us salvation bring.

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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