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“The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.” 
— Proverbs 16:33

“The Christian must treat his enemy as a brother, and requite his hostility with 
love. His behavior must be determined not by the way others treat him, but by the 
treatment he himself receives from Jesus. The more bitter our enemy’s hatred, 
the greater his need of love. Be his enmity political or religious, he has nothing to 
expect from a follower of Jesus but unqualified love.”

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“One of the most dangerous things a Christian can do right now is neglect Bible 
reading. Thousands of voices are attempting to convince you how to think. Be 
certain, you are being shaped.

More Scripture, less social media.
More prayer, less blog posts.” 

— Garrett Kell

“Visit many good books, but live in the Bible.” 
— Charles Spurgeon

“There is but one good; that is God. Everything else is good when it looks to him 
and bad when it turns from him.… The terrible thing, the almost impossible thing, is 
to hand over your whole self — all your wishes and precautions — to Christ.” 

— C.S. Lewis

“In triumph or ashes
Through all the extremes 
You said You would gather me
Under Your wings.
I’ve come to know heartache
Maybe less that I should 
But You said You’d make
All of this work for my good.”  

— Sandra McCracken



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Words: James Montgomery | Music: Sandra McCracken; ©2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP)

1.  He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
 To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

2.  He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
 To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

3.  To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
 Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. 

4.  He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
 Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 

5.  Kings shall fall down before Him, and gold and incense bring; 
 All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing; 

6.  The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
 His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love. 

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 118:24

Minister:  This is the day that the LORD has made;

All:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

My God, My Father, Blissful Name
Words: Anne Steele, 1770. | Music and Variant Text: Nathan Poole, 2013

1.  My God, my Father, blissful name 
 Oh may I call Thee mine? 
 May I with sweet assurance claim 
 A portion so divine? 
 This only can my fears control 
 And bid my sorrows fly; 
 What harm can ever reach my soul 
 Beneath my Father’s eye? 

2.  Whate’er Thy providence denies 
 I calmly would resign 
 For Thou art just, and good, and wise 
 O bend my will to Thine 
 Whate’er Thy sacred will ordains 
 O give me strength to bear; 
 And let me know my Father reigns 
 And trust His tender care.

Chorus:  
 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
 great David’s greater Son! 
 Hail in the time appointed, 
 His reign on earth begun!
 His reign on earth begun!

3.  If pain and sickness rend this frame 
 And life almost depart 
 Is not Thy mercy still the same 
 To cheer my drooping heart? 
 If cares and sorrows me surround 
 Their power why should I fear? 
 My inward peace they cannot wound 
 If Thou, my God, art near.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Psalm 118:27-29  
Minister: The LORD is God, 

All:  and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
  You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
  you are my God; I will extol you. 
  Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
  for his steadfast love endures forever! 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Drive Out the Darkness
Words & Music: Latifah Alattas, Paul Zach  I  Porter’s Gate

1.  Every year under the thorn
 Every wrong that we have known
 Every valley will be raised
 Ancient ruins will be remains

Chorus: Come, O Come
  Be our light
  Drive out the darkness
  Come, Jesus, come

2.  Every weapon made for war
 Every gun and every sword
 Will be melted in the flame
 To be used for gardening  

3. In the emptiness of grief
 Through the night of suffering
 In the loss and in the tears
 God of comfort, O be near

  Final Chorus: Come, O Come
      Be our light
      Drive out the darkness (2x)

      Come, and end all the violence
      Come, do not be silent
      Come, cling to your promise
      Come, break all injustice
      Come, Jesus, come



CALL TO CONFESSION     1 John 3:18

“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister: Triumphant Lord, we rejoice in your entry into the world and into our lives!
 Joining with the crowds, we sing your praises and exalt your reign,
  but even so, our hearts are far from true worship,
  our minds are distant from true understanding.
 We are disappointed with your humility,
  we are uninspired by your selflessness.

All:  Our sin leads us to give you death
  even though you give us life.
 Our treachery guides us to war
  even though you call us to peace.

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Help us to reflect in our lives the glory of your Son
   and to live faithfully here and now.

All:  Have mercy on us, Savior of all,
  find us in these forsaken places.
 Forgive what we have done and who we have been.
  Bring us home again and impart within us a new song of joy and celebration. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Romans 6:6

“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

*writen by John Paarlberg



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted
Words: Joseph Swain (alt. Kevin Twit) | Music: Kevin Twit © 2013 Kevin Twit music (ascap)

Come ye souls by, sin afflicted,
Bowed with fruitless sorrow down;
By the broken law convicted,
Through the cross, behold the crown;
Look to Jesus; look to Jesus; look to Jesus; 
Mercy flows through Him alone.

Take His easy yoke and wear it;
Love will make your obedience sweet;
Christ will give you strength to bear it,
While His grace shall guide your feet
Safe to glory, safe to glory, safe to glory, 
Where His ransomed captives meet.

Blessed are the eyes that see Him,
Blest the ears that hear His voice;
Blessed are the souls that trust Him,
And in Him, alone rejoice;
His commandments, His commandments, His commandments 
Then become their happy choice.

Sweet as home to pilgrims weary,
Light to newly opened eyes,
Like full springs in deserts dreary,
Is the rest, the cross supplies;
All who taste it, all who taste it, all who taste it 
Shall to rest immortal rise.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
THE POWER AND THE GLORY, PART 2     REV. DUFF JAMES 

Mark 13:14-31
 14 “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing where he ought not to be (let the 
reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15 Let the one who 
is on the housetop not go down, nor enter his house, to take anything out, 16 and let the one 
who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 17 And alas for women who are pregnant and 
for those who are nursing infants in those days! 18 Pray that it may not happen in winter. 19 For 
in those days there will be such tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the creation 
that God created until now, and never will be. 20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no 
human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the 
days. 21 And then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not 
believe it. 22 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and wonders, to 
lead astray, if possible, the elect. 23 But be on guard; I have told you all things beforehand.

  24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 
27 And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends 
of the earth to the ends of heaven.

  28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things take place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

There Is A Fountain Filled with Blood
Words: William Cowper, 1772 | Music: Karl Digerness, 1997

There is fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day;
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power
’Til all the ransomed church of God
Be saved to sin no more.

E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream 
Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 
And shall be ’til I die.

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
When He Comes
Words by Timothy Dudley-Smith | Music by Andrew Penke © 1969 Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
As I read the gospel story 
We shall see the Lord in glory 
We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 



With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
With the Alleluias ringing to the sky

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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