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O come, O come, and be our God-with-us
O long-sought With-ness for a world without,
O secret seed, O hidden spring of light.
Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name 
Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame, 
O quickened little wick so tightly curled,
Be folded with us into time and place,
Unfold for us the mystery of grace
And make a womb of all this wounded world.
O heart of heaven beating in the earth
O tiny hope within our hopelessness,
Come to be born, to bear us to our birth,
To touch a dying world with new-made hands 
And make these rags of time our swaddling bands.

— Malcolm Guite
O Emmanuel



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

Angels, from the Realms of Glory
Words by James Montgomery, 1816 | Music by Henry Smart, 1867; Public Domain

1.  Angels from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o’er all the earth
 ye who sang creation’s story, 
 now proclaim Messiah’s birth;

 Refrain:  Come and worship, come and worship,
   worship Christ, the newborn King.

2. Shepherds in their fields abiding, 
 watching o’er your flocks by night, 
 God with man is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant light: 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 
 brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great Desire of nations; 
 ye have seen his natal star:

CALL TO WORSHIP adapted from Revelation 7:12, 15-17
Minister:  May praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength 
 be to our God for ever and ever.
All: Amen!

Minister: Never again will we hunger; never again will we thirst. 
All: The sun will not beat down on us, nor any scorching heat. 
 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd;
 he will lead us to springs of living water. 
 And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 
 Amen! Let us worship God. 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Sing We the Song of Emmanuel
Music and words by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, and Stuart Townend. © 2015 Messenger Hymns

1.  Sing we the song of Emmanuel
 This the Christ who was long foretold
 Lo in the shadows of Bethlehem
 Promise of dawn now our eyes behold.
 God Most High in a manger laid
 Lift your voices and now proclaim
 Great and glorious, Love has come to us
 Join now with the hosts of heaven

4.  Saints before the altar bending, 
 watching long in hope and fear, 
 suddenly the Lord, descending, 
 in his temple shall appear;

5.  All creation, join in praising 
 God the Father, Spirit, Son;
 evermore your voices raising 
 to th’eternal Three in One:



2. Come we to welcome Emmanuel
 King who came with no crown or throne
 Helpless He lay, the Invincible
 Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son
 O what wisdom to save us all
 Shepherds, sages, before Him fall
 Grace and majesty, what humility
 Come on bended knee, adore Him

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Our World Belongs to God  
Minister:  As followers of Jesus Christ, living in this world — 
  which some seek to control, and others view with despair — 
  we declare with joy and trust: 
All:  Our world belongs to God!

Minister:  Remembering the promise to reconcile the world to himself, 
  God joined our humanity in Jesus Christ — 
  the eternal Word made flesh. 
All:  He is the long-awaited Messiah, 
  one with us and with God, 
  fully human and fully divine,
  conceived by the Holy Spirit
  and born of the virgin Mary. 

Minister:  We long for that day when our bodies are raised, 
  the Lord wipes away our tears, 
  and we dwell forever in the presence of God. 
All:  We will take our place in the new creation, 
  where there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 
  and the Lord will be our light.
  Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

What Child Is This? 
Traditional English Carol & Melody Greensleeves | Adapted by William Dix, 1865

1.  What Child is this, who laid to rest
 On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
 While shepherds watch are keeping?
 This, this is Christ the King
 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
 Haste, haste to bring Him laud
 The babe, the son of Mary.

2. Why lies He in such mean e-state
 Where ox and ass are feed - ing?
 Good Christian fear for sinners here
 The silent word is plead - ing.
 Nails, spear, shall pierce him through
 The cross be borne for me, for you
 Hail, hail the Word made flesh
 The babe, the son of Mary

3.  Go spread the news of Emmanuel
 Joy and peace for the weary heart
 Lift up your heads, for your King has come
 Sing for the Light overwhelms the dark
 Glory shining for all to see
 Hope alive, let the gospel ring
 God has made a way, He will have the praise
 Tell the world His name is Jesus … Gloria, Gloria!

3.  So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh
 Come, peasant, king, to own Him
 The King of kings salvation brings
 Let loving hearts en-throne Him
 Raise, raise the song on high
 The virgin sings her lullaby
 Joy! Joy! For Christ is born
 The babe, the son of Ma - ry!



CALL TO CONFESSION     
Prepare the way of the Lord! Let us make our confession to God.  

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Our God and Father, we are a world at war. 
All:  Our peace depends on your coming.

Minister:  We are a sinful people. 
All:  Our pardon depends on your coming. 

Minister:  We are full of good intentions but weak at keeping promises; 
 our only hope of doing God’s will is that you should come and help us do it. 
All: You are always with us, always coming,
 yet we confess that we do not know how to prepare for your Advent. 
 We have forgotten how to hope in miracles;
 we have ignored the promise of your kingdom; 
 we get distracted by all the busyness of this season. 
 Forgive us, Father. 

    (You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Lord Jesus, Word made flesh, 
 our world waits 
 for your peace, 
 for your pardon, 
 and for your grace. 
All: Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, 
 the intelligent courage of the Magi, 
 and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, 
 that we may find good news of a child born for us. 
 
Minister:  Now, in the quiet of our hearts, 
 we ask you to make us ready for his coming. 
All:  Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON      John 1:12
“To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”

*adapted from The Worship Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

In the Secret of His Presence
Words: Ellen Goreh I Music Christopher Minor 

In the secret of His presence how my soul delights to hide! 
Oh, how precious are the lessons which I learn at Jesus’ side! 
Earthly cares can never vex me, neither trials lay me low; 
For when Satan comes to tempt me, to the secret place I go, 
To the secret place I go.

When my soul is faint and thirsty, ’neath the shadow of His wing 
There is cool and pleasant shelter, and a fresh and crystal spring; 
And my Savior rests beside me, as we hold communion sweet: 
If I tried, I could not utter what He says when thus we meet, 
What He says when thus we meet.

Only this I know: I tell Him all my doubts, my griefs and fears; 
Oh, how patiently He listens! and my drooping soul He cheers: 
Do you think He ne’er reproves me? What a false Friend He would be, 
If He never, never told me of the sins which He must see, 
Of the sins which He must see.

Would you like to know the sweetness of the secret of the Lord? 
Go and hide beneath His shadow: this shall then be your reward; 
And whene’er you leave the silence of that happy meeting place, 
You must mind and bear the image of the Master in your face, 
Of the Master in your face.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
FOUR WORDS AT CHRISTMASTIME: ADORATION     REV. DUFF JAMES 

Matthew 2:1-12
  1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king 
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

 6  “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
 for from you shall come a ruler
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, 
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it 
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

How long?
Words & Music: Isaac Wardell | Lamentations, Bifrost Arts Music 2016

How long? Will You turn Your face away? 
How long? Do You hear us when we pray? 
On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way – How long? 

How long ‘til Your children find their rest? 
How long ‘til You draw them to Your breast? 
We go on holding to Your promises – How long? 

How long ‘til Your word will still the storm? 
How long ‘til You bare Your mighty arm? 
How we groan ‘til You snatch us from the thorns – How long? 

How long? Sweet the dawn that ends the race. 
How long? Weak our hearts but strong our legs. 
Looking on – great that cloud of witnesses! How long? 

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
When He Comes
Words by Timothy Dudley-Smith | Music by Andrew Penke © 1969 Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
As I read the gospel story 
We shall see the Lord in glory 
We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 

With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
With the Alleluias ringing to the sky

When He comes, when He comes 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

Refrain:  ‘Til You wipe away the tears from ev’ry eye 
  ‘Til we see our home descending from the sky 
  Do we wait in vain? 
  Jesus, give us hope again!



With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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