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This Advent moon shines cold and clear,
  These Advent nights are long;
Our lamps have burned year after year,
  And still their flame is strong.
“Watchman, what of the night?” we cry,
  Heart-sick with hope deferred:
“No speaking signs are in the sky,”
  Is still the watchman’s word.

The Porter watches at the gate,
  The servants watch within;
The watch is long betimes and late,
  The prize is slow to win.
“Watchman, what of the night?” but still
  His answer sounds the same:
“No daybreak tops the utmost hill,
  Nor pale our lamps of flame.”

One to another hear them speak,
  The patient virgins wise:
“Surely He is not far to seek,”--
  “All night we watch and rise.”
“The days are evil looking back,
  The coming days are dim;
Yet count we not His promise slack,
  But watch and wait for Him.”

One with another, soul with soul,
  They kindle fire from fire:
“Friends watch us who have touched the goal.”
  “They urge us, come up higher.”
“With them shall rest our waysore feet,
  With them is built our home,
With Christ.” “They sweet, but He most sweet,
Sweeter than honeycomb.”

There no more parting, no more pain,
  The distant ones brought near,
The lost so long are found again,
  Long lost but longer dear:
Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard,
  Nor heart conceived that rest,
With them our good things long deferred,
  With Jesus Christ our Best.

We weep because the night is long,
  We laugh, for day shall rise,
We sing a slow contented song
  And knock at Paradise.
Weeping we hold Him fast Who wept
  For us, — we hold Him fast;
And will not let Him go except
  He bless us first or last.

Weeping we hold Him fast to-night;
  We will not let Him go
Till daybreak smite our wearied sight,
  And summer smite the snow:
Then figs shall bud, and dove with dove
  Shall coo the livelong day;
Then He shall say, “Arise, My love,
  My fair one, come away.”
 

— Christina Rossetti
Advent



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

O Come, Messiah, Come
Lyrics and Melody by Isaac Wardell | Arrangement by Isaac Wardell, Mason Neely, and Alex Foote

Oh come! Oh come Messiah!
Oh come our Alleluia!

Oh sing! Oh sing Hosanna!
Oh come! Messiah, come!

Comfort and joy, Alpha, Omega, He
Sorrow and toil, no longer rulers be.

CALL TO WORSHIP Isaiah 9:2-7
Minister: The people who walked in darkness
 have seen a great light;
 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
 on them has light shone.
All: For to us a child is born,
 to us a son is given;
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
 and his name shall be called
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Minister: Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end,
 on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
 with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
All:  the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Emmanuel (God Has Come to Us)
Words and Music: Marty Reardon | Trinity Anglican Mission Music 

Come shepherds, come wise men,
both rich and poor alike. 
Come Hebrews, come Gentiles, 
come ev’ry race and tribe

Come children, come elders,
come women and come men.
Come families, come orphans, 
come strangers and close friends 

Come wretched, come holy,
both strong and weak in faith. 
Come healed and come broken, 
come sinners and come saints. 

Refrain:  For Christ is born, 
   The Savior’s come to us! 

Bridge:  Emman - uel
   God has come to us! 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH John 1:1-5, 9-14  
Minister:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
All:  He was in the beginning with God. 

Minister:  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.
All:  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

Minister:  The light shines in darkness
All:  and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Minister:  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
All: He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.

Minister:  He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
All: But to all who did received him, who believed in his name, 
  he gave the right to become children of God, 
  who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Minister:  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
All: and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Words: Phillips Brooks, 1868 | Music: Lewis H Redner, 1868

1.  O little town of Bethlehem,
 How still we see thee lie;
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
 The silent stars go by:
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth
 The everlasting light;
 The hopes and fears of all the years
 Are met in thee tonight.

2.  For Christ is born of Mary;
 And gathered all above,
 While mortals sleep, the angels keep
 Their watch of wondering love.
 O morning stars together
 Proclaim the holy birth;
 And praises sing to God the King,
 And peace to men on earth.

3.  How silently, how silently
 The wondrous gift is given!
 So God imparts to human hearts
 The blessings of his heav’n.
 No ear may hear his coming,
 But in this world of sin,
 Where meek souls will receive him still,
 The dear Christ enters in.

4.  O holy Child of Bethlehem,
 Descend to us, we pray;
 Cast out our sin, and enter in,
 Be born in us today.
 We hear the Christmas angels
 The great glad tidings tell;
 O come to us, abide with us,
 Our Lord Emmanuel.



CALL TO CONFESSION Galatians 4:4-5    
“When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem 
those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons and daughters.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  God of love, all year long we pursue power and money, yet you come in weakness. 
 All season long we covet great material gifts, when you alone o!er what is lasting. 
 Through the work of this Lord Jesus, who comes among us full of grace and truth, 
  forgive us, 
  heal us, 
  correct us. 
All:  O God, in the beginning you spoke, and creation was born, the object of your loving care. 
 In the fullness of time you spoke, and the Word became flesh, Jesus, gift of your love.
 We wonder at the miracle of creation; we stand in awe before the mystery of the incarnation.

Minister:  But even as we wonder and stand in awe of you, we rebel against you.  
 Forgive us earthbound creatures, feeble in faith, empty of hope, lacking in love.  
All:  We confess that our lack of faith has made us fearful.  
 We acknowledge that we have foolishly let our desires lead us astray. 
 We have turned our faith into a lifeless ritual. 
 We have carefully kept our gifts and have not freely given our goods and our hearts to you. 

    (You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Father in heaven, we need Christ to renew our commitment. 
 May your angels sing again to us of peace for body and soul. 
 May your manger call us again to expression of love and devotion. 
 May the Magi show us the spirit of giving. Lord. 
 May your Spirit linger in our hearts and bring renewal in our lives.
All: Open our lips that we may sing your praise with the angels. 
 Remake our lives that we witness to your transforming love. 
 Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON      Romans 6:6
“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

*adapted from The Worship Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Before the Throne of God Above
Original words by Charitie Lees Bancroft (1841-1892), | alternate words and music by Vikki Cook ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP)

1. Before the throne of God above,
 I have a strong, a perfect plea,
 A great High Priest whose name is “Love,”
 Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
 My name is graven on His hands,
 My name is written on His heart;
 I know that while in heav’n He stands
 no tongue can bid me thence depart. 

2.  When Satan tempts me to despair, 
 and tells me of the guilt within,
 upward I look and see Him there 
 Who made an end to all my sin.
 Because the sinless Savior died, 

 my sinful soul is counted free; 
 For God, the Just, is satisfied 
 to look on Him and pardon me.

3. Behold him there! The risen Lamb, 
 my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
 the great unchangeable I AM, 
 the King of glory and of grace! 
 One with Himself I cannot die, 
 My soul is purchased by His blood;
 My life is hid with Christ on high, 
 with Christ, my Savior and my God.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
FOUR WORDS AT CHRISTMASTIME: CELEBRATION     REV. DUFF JAMES 

Luke 2:1-20
  1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2" This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3" And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4"And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and lineage of David, 5"to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
6"And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7"And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.

  8"And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9"And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10"And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11"For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12"And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13"And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

    14" “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

  15"When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16"And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying 
in a manger. 17"And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. 18" And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
19"But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20"And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Words: Charles Wesley,1739 | Music: Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, 1840, Arr: William H. Cummings, 1856

1. Hark! the herald angels sing,
 “Glory to the newborn King:
 Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
 God and sinners reconciled!”
 Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
 Join the triumph of the skies;
 With th’angelic host proclaim,
 “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

 Refrain:  Hark! the herald angels sing,
   “Glory to the newborn King.”

2.  Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
 Christ, the everlasting Lord!
 Late in time behold him come,
 O!spring of the Virgin’s womb.
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
 Hail th’incarnate Deity,
 Pleased as man with men to dwell,
 Jesus, our Emmanuel.

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
Lord God, Now Let Your Servant Depart in Peace
Words & Music by Greg Scheer; (c) 2011 Greg Scheer BMI

 Oh God, now let your servant depart in peace;
 For our eyes have seen your saving grace. 
 A light to the world and the light of life 
 Seen in our Savior’s face. 

 Alle-lu-ia! Allelu-ia! Allelu - ia! 

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

3.  Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
 Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
 Light and life to all he brings,
 Ris’n with healing in his wings.
 Mild he lays his glory by,
 Born that man no more may die,
 Born to raise the sons of earth,
 Born to give them second birth.



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Mo#tt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and sta! at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and sta! of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Sta!
 Rev. Du! James (du!@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your"gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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