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This Advent moon shines cold and clear,
  These Advent nights are long;
Our lamps have burned year after year,
  And still their flame is strong.
“Watchman, what of the night?” we cry,
  Heart-sick with hope deferred:
“No speaking signs are in the sky,”
  Is still the watchman’s word.

The Porter watches at the gate,
  The servants watch within;
The watch is long betimes and late,
  The prize is slow to win.
“Watchman, what of the night?” but still
  His answer sounds the same:
“No daybreak tops the utmost hill,
  Nor pale our lamps of flame.”

One to another hear them speak,
  The patient virgins wise:
“Surely He is not far to seek,”--
  “All night we watch and rise.”
“The days are evil looking back,
  The coming days are dim;
Yet count we not His promise slack,
  But watch and wait for Him.”

One with another, soul with soul,
  They kindle fire from fire:
“Friends watch us who have touched the goal.”
  “They urge us, come up higher.”
“With them shall rest our waysore feet,
  With them is built our home,
With Christ.” “They sweet, but He most sweet,
Sweeter than honeycomb.”

There no more parting, no more pain,
  The distant ones brought near,
The lost so long are found again,
  Long lost but longer dear:
Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard,
  Nor heart conceived that rest,
With them our good things long deferred,
  With Jesus Christ our Best.

We weep because the night is long,
  We laugh, for day shall rise,
We sing a slow contented song
  And knock at Paradise.
Weeping we hold Him fast Who wept
  For us, — we hold Him fast;
And will not let Him go except
  He bless us first or last.

Weeping we hold Him fast to-night;
  We will not let Him go
Till daybreak smite our wearied sight,
  And summer smite the snow:
Then figs shall bud, and dove with dove
  Shall coo the livelong day;
Then He shall say, “Arise, My love,
  My fair one, come away.”
 

— Christina Rossetti
Advent



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

Joy to the World
Words: Isaac Watts, 1719 | Music: George Handel, 1742; Arr: Lowell Mason, 1836

1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

CALL TO WORSHIP based on Isaiah 9:2
Minister: The people walking in darkness
 have seen a great light;
All: on those living in the land of the shadow of death
 a light has dawned.

Minister: Jesus Christ is our light and life. 
All:  In his name and in his power, let us worship God!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit
Words: Anonymous, Joachim Neander, Julie Melucci | Music: Julie Melucci ©2015 Julie Melucci Music (SESAC)

1.  Come, O come Thou Holy Spirit 
 Light and life Thy grace imparts 
 Blessed Source of consolation 
 Guide our minds and fill our hearts 
 Grant my mind and my a!ections 
 Wisdom, counsel, purity 
 That I may be ever seeking 
 Only that which pleases Thee

2.  Savior lead us to adore Thee 
 By the true and living way 
 Then with angel hosts before Thee 
 May we worship, love and praise 
 Dwell within us, precious Spirit 
 Where Thou art no ill can come 
 Bless us now through Jesus’ merit 
 Reign in every heart and home

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love.

3.  Holy Spirit, strong and mighty 
 Thou who makest all things new 
 Make Thy work within me perfect 
 Help me by Thy word so true 
 In Thy faith, O make me steadfast 
 Let not Satan, death or shame 
 Of my confidence deprive me 
 Lord, my refuge is Thy name

4.  When my final hour approaches 
 Let my hopes grow yet more bright 
 Let Thy love which never fails me 
 Dissipate the gloom of night 
 From that height which knows no measure 
 Fairer far than voice can tell 
 In Thy glorious courts of heaven 
 There, redeemed by Christ, to dwell



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Belgic Confession, Article 26  
Minister: What do you believe concerning Jesus’ love for you? 

All:  For neither in heaven nor among the creatures on earth is there anyone 
 who loves us more than Jesus Christ does. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me 
Words & Music Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren | © 2018 CityAlight Music 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need, His power is displayed
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley He will lead
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
The future sure, the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and su!ered for my pardon
And He was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For He has said that He will bring me home
And day by day I know He will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to Him
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
Yet not I, but through Christ in me!



CALL TO CONFESSION Titus 3:4-7    
“When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any 
works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Almighty God who inhabits eternity 
 but dwells with those who are of a humble and contrite spirit: 
All:  before you and our Lord Jesus Christ we confess our sins. 

Minister:  We have ignored the presence of your Spirit. 
 We have failed to look for the return of our Savior and Judge. 
All: We have been blind to your coming in the su!ering 
 of the hungry, the exiled, the destitute, the sick, and the imprisoned. 

Minister: When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
All:  forgive us, Lord.  
Minister: When we reduce Christmas to plastic and tinsel, 
All:  have mercy on us, Father.  

Minister: When hardness of heart keeps us from seeing and hearing and touching
All:  let your grace consume us, O God. 

Minister: When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
All:  forgive us, Lord.  

Minister: When the wars around us are of no concern to us and our caring is not extended to action,
All:  forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion for those who su!er.  
Minister: We come to confess our sinfulness before you and before each other. 
All: We are only dust without your love. 
 Remove all barriers that divide us, 
 and let there be no obstacle to our love for you and for one another. 
 In your great goodness put away our o!enses 
 and cleanse us from our sin, for Jesus’ sake. 

    (You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Mighty God, the shepherds of old were full of your praises, 
 saying that all they had heard and seen was mirrored by what they had been told. 
All: Move among us now with your Spirit, 
 that we too might hear and experience the wonder and joy of 
 the living Word Jesus Christ as we seek to welcome the written Word into our lives. 
 We pray this in Jesus’ name and for his sake. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON      Matthew 1:21
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins.”

*adapted from The Worship Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Words & Music: Matt Boswell, Michael Bleecker, Matt Papa | © 2012 Bleecker Publishing; McKinney Music, Inc

Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man 
In his living, in his su!ering, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e’er restrain him, praise the Lord, He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when he comes. 



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
AND I WILL MAKE THEM ONE     REV. DANNY HINDMAN 

Ezekiel 37:15-28
  15"The word of the LORD came to me: 16"“Son of man, take a stick and write on it, ‘For Judah, 
and the people of Israel associated with him’; then take another stick and write on it, ‘For 
Joseph (the stick of Ephraim) and all the house of Israel associated with him.’ 17"And join them 
one to another into one stick, that they may become one in your hand. 18" And when your 
people say to you, ‘Will you not tell us what you mean by these?’ 19"say to them, Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Behold, I am about to take the stick of Joseph (that is in the hand of Ephraim) and 
the tribes of Israel associated with him. And I will join with it the stick of Judah, and make them 
one stick, that they may be one in my hand. 20"When the sticks on which you write are in your 
hand before their eyes, 21"then say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will take the 
people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will gather them from all 
around, and bring them to their own land. 22"And I will make them one nation in the land, on the 
mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king over them all, and they shall be no longer two 
nations, and no longer divided into two kingdoms. 23"They shall not defile themselves anymore 
with their idols and their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will save 
them from all the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall 
be my people, and I will be their God.

  24" “My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They 
shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 25"They shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s 
children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever. 26"I will 
make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will 
set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst forevermore. 
27"My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
28"Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is 
in their midst forevermore.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

He Will Hold Me Fast 
Words & Music Ada Habershon, Matthew Merker | © 2013 Matthew Merker Music, Getty Music Publishing 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path;
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.
Chorus: 

 He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast,
 for my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last.
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last! 

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Mo#tt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and sta! at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and sta! of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Sta!
 Rev. Du! James (du!@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your"gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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