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Give you joy, wolf,
when Messiah makes you meek 
and turns your roar into a cry that 
justice has been done for the poor.

Give you joy, lamb,
when Messiah saves you from jeopardy 
and all fear is overwhelmed
by his converting grace.

Give you joy, wolf and lamb together,
as Messiah brings worldwide peace and, 
side by side, you shelter
under Jesse’s spreading shoot.

— David Grieve
Advent Good Wishes



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

O Come All Ye Faithful
Words: John Francis Wade, c. 1743, trans.: Frederick Oakeley, 1841 | Music: John Francis Wade

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
 Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

 Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, 
   O come, let us adore him, 

2. God of God, Light of Light, 
 lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
 Very God, begotten, not created;  

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 130:5-7
Minister:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
 and in his word I hope.
 My soul waits for the Lord
 more than those who watch for the morning. 
All: There is no darkness with you, O LORD.

Minister: Hope in the LORD!
 For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
 and with him is plentiful redemption. 
All: There is no darkness with you, O LORD.

Minister: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
All: There is no darkness with you, O LORD.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Come See A Child of Low Estate
Words: W.D. Springett, 1899 | Music: Karl Digerness, 2014 

1.  Come, see a child of low estate, 
 in manger bed reclining; 
 Yet on His humble dwelling place 
 bright stars in heav’n are shining 

2. This little babe is Christ the Lord, 
 whom saints have long expected, 
 for man He comes to live and die, 
 despised, betrayed, rejected 

3.  For man He comes to rend the veil 
 which hides death’s gloomy portal, 
 and make a home where man with Him 
 in peace may dwell, immortal 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye bright hosts of heav’n above: 
 Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

4.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born that happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

4.  He comes to triumph o’er the grave, 
 and rise on Easter morning, 
 and reign in heav’n at God’s right hand, 
 until the last Day’s dawning 

5.  So may we all the pattern take 
 from Jesus meek and lowly,
 may we his faithful servants be
 kept by his spirit holy 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH based on Psalm 50  
Minister: The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth 
  from the rising of the sun to its setting.

All:  Our God comes; he does not keep silence. 
  God calls and we respond to his love.

Minister:  The heavens declare God’s righteousness.

All: We tell out God’s glories!

Minister: O!er up to God your thanksgiving.

All:  And our God will hear us, save us, and stay with us forever.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Exult in the Saviour’s Birth
Words: D.A. Carson | Music: Matt Boswell; Copyright 2013 McKinney Music, Inc. (BMI)

1.  Shepherds watched their flocks at night, attending lowly sheep. 
 Now within a cattle shed, a much stranger watch they keep. 
 Today, a Saviour has been born and He is Christ, the Lord. 
 Placed within a humble trough, this baby must be adored. 

2. Pagan wise men from the East seek out the infant King. 
 Trackless miles behind them lie and now all their rev’rence bring. 
 They have come to worship Him with spices and with gold. 
 Countless millions seek Him still, whose advent was long foretold. 

3.  For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is giv’n. 
 He shall reign in righteousness, this Counselor King from heav’n. 
 The government will rest on Him, He is the mighty God. 
 Prince of Peace, this gentle King, yet rules with a mighty rod. 

 
4. Scriptures say that Mary’s boy was born that he might die. 
 Angel voices burst in praise, their harmony fills the sky. 
 Sing “Glory in the highest heav’n.” Sing “Gracious peace on earth.” 
 Those on whom his favor rests, exult in the Saviour’s birth. 



CALL TO CONFESSION     Isaiah 1:18
“Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister:  Almighty God, you who shaped out of nothing all that is, 
All:  forgive us for returning empty-handed.

Minister:  You who called forth light, 
All:  forgive our preference for the dark!

Minister:  You who sent John to be a voice crying,
All: forgive our unwillingness to say anything at all!

Minister:  We have done wrong by tarnishing the gift of your Son whom you gave freely to us. We have buried  
 you deep in our hearts, the world does not see you in us. We have not followed Christ. We have  
 ignored your teachings. We have lived lives of apathy against your love. We have built fences and  
 fortresses to push people away. We have silenced the screams of those in need. 

All:  We are full of grief because you came into the world, yet the world did not receive you. You came  
 to your own, and your own did not welcome you. Still today, people turn away from you. I turn away  
 from you. Sin still scars your creation and our hearts. Forgive us. 

    (You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Father, free us, we pray. Free us from captivity. 
 Free us to live in joy through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Fill us with joy because you o!er perfect forgiveness and full cleansing to all who acknowledge  
 their need of you. Cleanse my heart today, Lord Jesus, so that I may welcome you as I long to do,  
 certain that I am also welcomed by you. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON       Matthew 11:28-30
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Written by Stuart Townend | Copyright © 1995 Thankyou Music (PRS)

How deep the Father’s love for us, 
how vast beyond all measure
That he should give his only son, 
to make a wretch his treasure
How great the pain of searing loss, 
the Father turned his face away
As wounds which mar the chosen one, 
bring many sons to glory

Behold the man upon a cross, 
my sin upon his shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
call out among the sco!ers
It was my sin that held him there 
until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life; 
I know that it is finished

I will not boast in anything: 
no gifts, no power, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
his death and resurrection
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart: 
his wounds have paid my ransom.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
FOUR WORDS AT CHRISTMASTIME: INCARNATION     REV. DUFF JAMES 

Matthew 1:18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

    23   “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
     and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took 
his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

His Name Shall Be
Words: John Morison, 1781, adapted/additional: Bruce Benedict | Music: Bruce Benedict © 2019 Cardiphonia

1.  The people who in darkness walked 
 have seen a glorious light; 
 the heavenly dawn broke forth on those 
 who dwelt in death and night. 

2.  To greet you, Sun of Righteousness, 
 the gathering nations come, 
 rejoicing as when reapers bring 
 their harvest treasures home. 

Chorus: 
 To us the promised child is born, 
 to us a son is given; 
 and on his shoulders ever rests 
 all power in earth and heaven.

BENEDICTION      2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN        
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Words: James Montgomery | Music: Sandra McCracken; ©2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP)

1.  He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
 To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

2.  He comes in succor speedy to those who su!er wrong, 
 To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

3.  To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
 Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. 

4.  He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
 Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 

5.  Kings shall fall down before Him, and gold and incense bring; 
 All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing; 

6.  The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
 His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love. 

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

3. His peace and righteous government 
 shall over all extend; 
 on judgment and on justice based, 
 his reign shall never end. 

Bridge: 
 His name shall be the Prince of Peace 
 forevermore adored, 
 the Wonderful, the Counselor, 
 the Great and Mighty Lord

Chorus:  
 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
 great David’s greater Son! 
 Hail in the time appointed, 
 His reign on earth begun!
 His reign on earth begun!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Mo"tt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

GET CONNECTED WITH A CITY GROUP THIS FALL
City Groups are founded on the belief that transformation takes place as we journey together in God’s 
story. Small groups provide a place to connect, build relationships, share life together, and serve one 
another and the city. Groups meet weekly throughout Asheville indoors and out. If you’re interested in 
taking part in a City Group, please reach out to John Hopple for more details. 

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and sta! at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and sta! of City Church.

mailto:john@citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Sta!
 Rev. Du! James (du!@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your"gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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