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A S H EV I L L E

“If Christianity is mere method, a way of approaching reality, then it is inadequate; 
but if Christ is risen, trampling down death by death, then the world is a different 
place, even when I do not experience it as such.”

— Esau McCaulley

“Talking to men for God is a great thing, but talking to God for men is greater still.”
— E.M. Bounds

“What a mercy it is that it is not your hold of Christ that saves you, but his hold of 
you! It is not our littleness that hinders Christ; but our bigness. It is not our weakness 
that hinders Christ; it is our strength. It is not our darkness that hinders Christ; it 
is our supposed light that holds back his hand. The way of seeing is essentially a 
willingness to admit we are blind and naked and hungry. The blind beggar of John 9 
is our example. He did not argue with Christ. He acknowledged his blind condition 
and need. He submitted himself to the hand of Christ and was obedient — and then 
came the miracle so that he saw with his eyes and with his heart. Remember, great 
partakers are great beggars. Those who are empty will be filled. The blind will see.”

— Charles Spurgeon



GATHERING HYMN     

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Words: John Newton | Music: Franz Josef Haydn

1.  Glorious things of thee are spoken,
 Zion, city of our God;
 He, Whose word cannot be broken,
 Formed thee for His own abode
 On the Rock of Ages founded,
 What can shake thy sure repose?
 With salvation’s walls surrounded,
 Thou mayst smile at all thy foes. 

2.  See the streams of living waters, 
 Springing from eternal love. 
 Well supplies Thy sons and daughters, 
 And all fears of want removes.
 Who can faint while such a river 
 Ever flows their thirst to quench? 
 Grace which like the Lord, the giver, 
 Never fails from age to age.

WELCOME              
CALL TO WORSHIP from 2 Corinthians 6:2
Minister:  Let us come before God in humility, gladness and confidence, 
 for “now is the acceptable time.” 
All:  “Now is the day of salvation!”
Minister: Grant us, Lord, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
All: to realize this promise of your presence in our lives.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

All Creatures of Our God and King
Words: Saint Francis of Assisi. | Music: German tune. Public Domain.

1.  All creatures of our God and King,
 Lift up your voice and with us sing,
 Alleluia! Alleluia!
 Thou burning sun with golden beam,
 Thou silver moon with softer gleam 

2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong
 Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
 O praise Him! Alleluia!
 Thou rushing morn in praise rejoice,
 Ye lights of evening find a voice 

3.  Blessed inhabitants of Zion, 
 Washed in the Redeemer’s blood; 
 Jesus, Whom their souls rely on, 
 Makes them kings and priests to God 
 ’Tis His love His people raises,
 Over self to reign as kings 
 And as priests His solemn praises 
 Each for a thank offering bring.

4.  Savior, if of Zion’s city, 
 I, through grace, a member am, 
 Let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in Thy Name 
 Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
 All his boasted pomp and show 
 Solid joys and lasting treasures 
 None but Zion’s children know.

3. Thou flowing water pure and clear
 Make music for Thy Lord to hear
 Alleluia! Alleluia!
 Thou fire so masterful and bright
 That givest man both warmth and light  

4. All ye men of tender heart
 Forgiving others take your part
 O sing ye! Alleluia!
 Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
 Praise God and on Him cast your care 

Refrain:  O praise Him! O praise Him!
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Belgic Confession, Article 23  
Minister: What do you believe about your forgiveness?
All:  We believe that our blessedness lies in the forgiveness of our sins because of Jesus  
 Christ, and that in it our righteousness before God is contained, as David and Paul teach  
 us when they declare Abraham blessed to whom God grants righteousness apart from  
 works.

Minister:  Is such forgiveness given to you freely?
All:  We are justified “freely” or “by grace” through the redemption in Jesus Christ. And  
 therefore we cling to this foundation, which is firm forever, giving all glory to God,   
 humbling ourselves, and recognizing ourselves as we are; not claiming a thing for   
 ourselves or our merits and leaning and resting on the sole obedience of Christ crucified,  
 which is ours when we believe in him.

Minister:  Does this forgiveness give you peace toward God?
All:  This is enough to cover all our sins and to make us confident, freeing the conscience from  
 the fear, dread, and terror of God’s approach, without doing what our first father, Adam,  
 did, who trembled as he tried to cover himself with fig leaves. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me 
Words & Music Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren | © 2018 CityAlight Music 

1.  What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
 There is no more for heaven now to give
 He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
 My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 For my life is wholly bound to his
 Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2.  The night is dark but I am not forsaken
 For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
 I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
 For in my need, His power is displayed
 To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
 Through the deepest valley He will lead
 Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
 The future sure, the price it has been paid
 For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
 And He was raised to overthrow the grave
 To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
 Jesus now and ever is my plea
 Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4.  With every breath I long to follow Jesus
 For He has said that He will bring me home
 And day by day I know He will renew me
 Until I stand with joy before the throne
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 All the glory evermore to Him
 When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!



CALL TO CONFESSION I Corinthians 15:16    

“For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister: O Christ,
 out of your fullness we have all received grace upon grace.
 You are our eternal hope;
 you are patient and full of mercy;
 you are generous to all who call upon you.
All: Save us, Lord.

Minister:  O Christ, fountain of life and holiness,
 you have taken away our sins.
 On the cross you were wounded for our transgressions
 and were bruised for our iniquities.
All:  Save us, Lord.

Minister: O Christ, obedient unto death,
 source of all comfort,
 our life and our resurrection,
 our peace and reconciliation:
All:  Save us, Lord.

Minister: O Christ, Savior of all who trust you,
 hope of all who die for you,
 and joy of all the saints:
All:  Save us, Lord.

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister: Jesus, Lamb of God, 
All: have mercy on us. 

Minister: Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
All: have mercy on us. 

Minister:  Jesus, redeemer of the world,
All:  grant us your peace. Amen

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Isaiah 53:5

“But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” 

*from The Worship Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Upon A Life I Have Not Lived
Words by Horatius Bonar (alt. K. Twit) | Music by Kevin Twit ©2012 Kevin Twit Music

Upon a Life I have not lived, 
Upon a Death I did not die, 
Another’s Life; Another’s Death, 
I stake my whole eternity. 

Not on the tears which I have shed, 
Not on the sorrows I have known, 
Another’s tears; Another’s griefs, 
On these I rest, on these alone.

 Chorus:  
  O Jesus, Son of God, I build on 
  what Thy cross has done for me; 
  There both my life and death I read, 
  my guilt, and pardon there I see.

Lord, I believe; O deal with me, 
As one who has Thy Word believed! 
I take the gift, Lord, look on me, 
As one who has Thy gift received. 



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
THE MOST SHOCKING ANSWER TO PRAYER     REV. DUFF JAMES  

Mark 14:32-42
   32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I pray.” 33 And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly 
distressed and troubled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. 
Remain here and watch.” 35 And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, 
if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are 
possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 37 And he 
came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not 
watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 
40 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did 
not know what to answer him. 41 And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. 42 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Grace upon Grace
Words and Music by Sandra McCracken Adapted from #214 Valley of Vision 

In every station, new trials and new troubles
Call for more grace than I can afford
Where can I go but to my dear Savior
For mercy that pours from boundless stores.

Chorus:
 Grace upon grace, every sin repaired
 Every void restored, you will find Him there
 In every turning He will prepare you
 With grace upon grace.

He made a way for the fallen to rise
Perfect in glory and sacrifice
In sweet communion my need He supplies
He saves and keeps and guards my life

To Thee I run now with great expectation
To honor You with trust like a child
My hopes and desires seek a new destination
and all that You ask Your grace will provide. 

THE BENEDICTION     2 Corinthians 13:14

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

THE SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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