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CITY CHURCH
A S H EV I L L E

“Without forgiveness life is governed by … an endless cycle of resentment and 
retaliation.”

— Roberto Assagioli

“To return evil for good is devilish; to return good for good is human; to return good 
for evil is divine. To love as God loves is moral perfection.”

— Alfred Plummer

“I asked a few people if they’d ever forgiven anyone and what it felt like. They gave me 
answers so pious I knew they’d never done it.… Forgiveness is a brutal mathematical 
transaction done with fully engaged faculties. It’s my pain instead of yours. I eat the 
debt. I absorb the misery I wanted to dish out on you, and you go scot-free.” 

— Andrée Seu Peterson

“Without entrusting oneself to the God who judges justly, it will hardly be possible to 
follow the crucified Messiah and refuse to retaliate when abused.  The certainty of 
God’s just judgment at the end of history is the presupposition for the renunciation 
of violence in the middle of it.”

— Miroslav Volf

“The love for equals is a human thing — of friend for friend, brother for brother. It is 
to love what is loving and lovely. The world smiles. The love for the less fortunate is 
a beautiful thing – the love for those who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, the 
failures, the unlovely. This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world. The 
love for the more fortunate is a rare thing — to love those who succeed where we fail, 
to rejoice without envy with those who rejoice, the love of the poor for the rich, of 
the black man for the white man. The world is always bewildered by its saints. And 
then there is love for enemy  — love for the one who does not love you, but mocks, 
threatens, and inflicts pain. The tortured’s love for the torturer. This is God’s love. It 
conquers the world.”

— Frederick Buechner



WELCOME              
GATHERING HYMN     

O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing
Words: Charles Wesley 1779 | Music: Carl G. Glasser; Arr. By Lowell Mason 

1. O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise
The glories of my God and King 
The triumphs of His grace 

2. My gracious Master and my God 
Assist me to proclaim
To spread through all the earth abroad 
The honors of Thy name 

CALL TO WORSHIP 1 Corinthians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:18

Leader:  Give thanks to our God always 
 because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ. 

All: Give thanks in all circumstances; 
 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

King of Love
Words: H.W. Baker | Music: Adam Palmer/Jonathan Smith/Matthew Hein/Stephanie Kulla/Stuart Garaged

1. The King of Love my Shepherd is
Whose goodness faileth never
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever

2. Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth  

3. Lost and foolish off I strayed
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me

4. In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
Thy rod and staff my comfort still
Thy cross before to guide me  

3. Jesus, the name that charms our fears 
That bids our sorrows cease
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears
‘Tis life and health and peace 

4. He breaks the power of canceled sin 
He sets the prisoners free
His blood can make the foulest clean 
His blood availed for me

5. And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never
Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise
Within Your house forever

Chorus: 
 Never failing, Ruler of my heart
 Everlasting, Lover of my soul
 On the mountain high or in the valley low
 The King of Love my Shepherd is

Bridge:  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Book of Common Worship  
Leader:   Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life, 
  the one for whom we exist? 
All:   We believe and trust in him. 

Leader:   Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
  died for us and rose again? 
All:   We believe and trust in him. 

Leader:   Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God, 
  and makes Christ known in the world? 
All:   We believe and trust in him. 

Leader:   This is the faith of the Church.
All:   This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Thou Only Sovereign of My Heart
Words: Anne Steele |  Music and Variant Text: Nathan Poole 2013.

  Thou only sovereign of my heart, 
 My refuge, my almighty friend, 
 And can my soul from thee depart, 
 On whom alone my hopes depend? 

  Whither, ah, whither shall I go 
 A wretched wanderer from my lord? 
 Could this dark world of sin and woe 
 One glimpse of happiness afford? 

  Eternal life thy words impart; 
 On these my fainting spirit lives; 
 Here sweeter comforts cheer my heart, 
 Than all the round of nature gives. 

  Let earth’s alluring joys combine, 
 While thou art near in vain they call; 
 One smile, one blissful smile of thine, 
 My gracious lord, outweighs them all.  

  Low at thy feet my soul would lie 
 Here safety dwells and peace divine; 
 Still let me live beneath thine eye 
 For life, eternal life is thine.

Refrain:  
 O’ peace divine, is at thy feet, at thy feet 
 Here safety dwells, here safety dwells 
 at thy feet, O’ at thy feet



CALL TO CONFESSION 1 Peter 3:9
“Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may 
obtain a blessing.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Leader: Our gracious Shepherd and our God, we ask for mercy. You have called us to abide in you and to  
 follow you with faith and hope wherever you lead us and in whatever lot you place us. 
All: But we have turned aside from your way, and foolishly trusted ourselves. 

Leader: You have given us light and life by your word and Spirit so that we might walk with you faithfully and boldly. 
All: But our faith has withered when we faced trouble, and our trust has eroded in the midst   
 of trial.

Leader: You have said to us “You shall have no other gods before me” to protect us. But we confess that during  
 our trials we have turned to other gods and served them: 
All: Comfort, wealth, self-protection, and certainty.

Leader: These idols promise much but deliver little. Forgive us for seeking in them what you alone give by grace: 
All: Peace, righteousness, security, purpose, and hope

Leader:  Father, help us to see how unlike you we really are. 
All:  We eagerly repay evil to those who have done evil to us and revile and mock others who revile and  
 mock us; when we are unable to lash out effectively at those who have caused us pain, we feel  
 frustrated and angry. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Leader:  Father, help us to see Jesus’ humble self-offering at the cross and feel how truly loved we are. You  
 have loved us while we still hated you; you spoke words of peace to us while we used your name as a  
 curse; you have richly blessed us, even as we continue to look anywhere and everywhere else for our  
 blessings. Remind us that we are your children, and fill us with your Spirit so that our lives might always  
 be faithful and fruitful.  
All:  Lord Jesus, you know exactly how it feels to receive undeserved evil. You were mocked and  
 beaten for us: when sinful men reviled you, you were silent like a sheep before its slaughterer;  
 when people cursed you, you spoke words of forgiveness and blessing in return. Thank you for  
 living the life of unmatched goodness that we should have lived, and for taking our place under  
 the curse that our sin merits. 
 
Leader: Holy Spirit, help us to live lives that are truly a blessing to those around us. Help us to love those who  
 are unkind and unfair to us, to speak kind words to those who mock us, and to be gentle with those  
 who are harsh. Renew our hearts and strengthen our faith, for your name’s sake.
All: Thank you that your declaration of blessings upon us is sure and immovable, rooted and grounded  
 in your unchanging and eternal character. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Psalm 103:10-12
All:  “He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high  
 as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far  
 as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.”

*adapted from Prone to Wander



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Jesus, What A Friend for Sinners
Public Domain. Words: John Wilbur Chapman. Music: Rowland Pritchard.

Jesus! What a friend for sinners! 
Jesus! Lover of my soul;
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
He, my Savior, makes me whole.

Chorus: 
 Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
 Hallelujah! What a friend! 
 Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
 He is with me to the end.

Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
Let me hide myself in Him.
Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, 
He, my strength, my victory wins.
 
Jesus! What a help in sorrow! 
While the billows o’er me roll, 
Even when my heart is breaking, 
He, my comfort, helps my soul.
 
Jesus! I do now receive Him, 
More than all in Him I find.
He hath granted me forgiveness, 
I am His, and He is mine.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
THE BETRAYAL OF JESUS     REV. DUFF JAMES  

Mark 14:43-52
   43 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him 
a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 44 Now 
the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him 
away under guard.” 45 And when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he 
kissed him. 46 And they laid hands on him and seized him. 47 But one of those who stood by 
drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 48 And Jesus said 
to them, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Day 
after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures 
be fulfilled.” 50 And they all left him and fled.

   51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they 
seized him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Thy Mercy, My God 
Words: John Stocker | Music: Sandra McCracken; ©2001 Same Old Dress Music (ASCAP). 

Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 
The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue; 
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last, 
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast. 

Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here; 
Sin would reduce me to utter despair;
But, through Thy free goodness, my spirits revive, 
And He that first made me still keeps me alive. 

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart; 
Dissolved by Thy goodness, I fall to the ground, 
And weep to the praise of the mercy I’ve found. 

Great Father of mercies, Thy goodness I own, 
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son;
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.  

A BLESSING     2 Corinthians 13:14

All:   “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy  
     Spirit be with us all.”

THE SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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