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“Emotions are the cry of the soul. They expose what we are doing with the sorrow 
of life and in turn reveal what our heart is doing with God.” 

— Dan Allendar & Tremper Longman
 
“Hold everything in your hands lightly, otherwise, it hurts when God pries your 
fingers open.” 

— Corrie Ten Boom

“After Job experienced tragic loss, he tears his robe and shaves his head (an act of 
lament). Many of us often do the opposite. We buy a new outfit and go to the hair 
salon or barbershop in an attempt to conceal our pain. But Job powerfully holds 
grief and worship of God together.” 

— Rich Villodas

“God didn’t wait for us to get our act together and clean ourselves up. When we 
were at our worst, his love came to us.” 

— Jeff Dodge



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Words: John Newton | Music: Franz Josef Haydn

1.  Glorious things of thee are spoken,
 Zion, city of our God;
 He, Whose word cannot be broken,
 Formed thee for His own abode
 On the Rock of Ages founded,
 What can shake thy sure repose?
 With salvation’s walls surrounded,
 Thou mayst smile at all thy foes. 

2.  See the streams of living waters, 
 Springing from eternal love. 
 Well supplies Thy sons and daughters, 
 And all fears of want removes.
 Who can faint while such a river 
 Ever flows their thirst to quench? 
 Grace which like the Lord, the giver, 
 Never fails from age to age.

CALL TO WORSHIP 1 Corinthians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:18

Leader:  Give thanks to our God always 
 because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ. 

All: Give thanks in all circumstances; 
 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

O Come, Messiah, Come
Lyrics and Melody by Isaac Wardell | Arrangement by Isaac Wardell, Mason Neely, and Alex Foote

Oh come! Oh come Messiah!
Oh come our Alleluia!

Oh sing! Oh sing Hosanna!
Oh come! Messiah, come!

Comfort and joy, Alpha, Omega, He
Sorrow and toil, no longer rulers be.

3.  Blessed inhabitants of Zion, 
 Washed in the Redeemer’s blood; 
 Jesus, Whom their souls rely on, 
 Makes them kings and priests to God 
 ’Tis His love His people raises,
 Over self to reign as kings 
 And as priests His solemn praises 
 Each for a thank offering bring.

4.  Savior, if of Zion’s city, 
 I, through grace, a member am, 
 Let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in Thy Name 
 Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
 All his boasted pomp and show 
 Solid joys and lasting treasures 
 None but Zion’s children know.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Romans 15:13  
Leader: Christian, what do you believe concerning the hope of God?

All:  We believe the God of hope will fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

In the Secret of His Presence
Words: Ellen Goreh I Music Christopher Minor 

In the secret of His presence how my soul delights to hide! 
Oh, how precious are the lessons which I learn at Jesus’ side! 
Earthly cares can never vex me, neither trials lay me low; 
For when Satan comes to tempt me, to the secret place I go, 
To the secret place I go.

When my soul is faint and thirsty, ’neath the shadow of His wing 
There is cool and pleasant shelter, and a fresh and crystal spring; 
And my Savior rests beside me, as we hold communion sweet: 
If I tried, I could not utter what He says when thus we meet, 
What He says when thus we meet.

Only this I know: I tell Him all my doubts, my griefs and fears; 
Oh, how patiently He listens! and my drooping soul He cheers: 
Do you think He ne’er reproves me? What a false Friend He would be, 
If He never, never told me of the sins which He must see, 
Of the sins which He must see.

Would you like to know the sweetness of the secret of the Lord? 
Go and hide beneath His shadow: this shall then be your reward; 
And whene’er you leave the silence of that happy meeting place, 
You must mind and bear the image of the Master in your face, 
Of the Master in your face.



CALL TO CONFESSION Hebrews 4:12
“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of 
soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And 
no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must 
give an account.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Leader: Our gracious Father and our God, we ask for mercy. You have called us to abide 
 in you and to follow you with faith and hope wherever you lead us and in whatever  
 lot you place us. 

All: But we have turned aside from your way, and foolishly trusted ourselves. 

Leader: You have given us light and life by your word and Spirit so that we might walk with  
 you faithfully and boldly. 

All: But our faith has withered when we faced trouble, and our trust has eroded in  
 the midst of trial.

Leader: You have said to us “You shall have no other gods before me” to protect us. 
 But we confess that during our trials we have turned to other gods and served them: 

All: Prestige
 Wealth
 Self-protection
 Certainty
 Status

Leader: These idols promise much but deliver little. Forgive us for seeking in them what you  
 alone give by grace: 

All: Peace
 Righteousness
 Security
 Purpose
 Hope

    (You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Leader: Our gracious Shepherd and our God, remind us that we are your children, and fill us  
 with your Spirit so that our lives might always be faithful and fruitful.  

All: Renew our hearts and strengthen our faith, for your name’s sake. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        1 Peter 2:24

All:  “Jesus bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to   
 righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.”



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me 
Words & Music Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren | © 2018 CityAlight Music 

1.  What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
 There is no more for heaven now to give
 He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
 My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 For my life is wholly bound to his
 Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2.  The night is dark but I am not forsaken
 For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
 I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
 For in my need, His power is displayed
 To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
 Through the deepest valley He will lead
 Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
 The future sure, the price it has been paid
 For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
 And He was raised to overthrow the grave
 To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
 Jesus now and ever is my plea
 Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4.  With every breath I long to follow Jesus
 For He has said that He will bring me home
 And day by day I know He will renew me
 Until I stand with joy before the throne
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 All the glory evermore to Him
 When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

Our guest preacher: Our guest preacher: Originally from New Jersey, J.R. graduated from Clemson University (where he and Originally from New Jersey, J.R. graduated from Clemson University (where he and 
Duff first met) and Reformed Theological Seminary in Charlotte, NC. He began his tenure with Reformed Duff first met) and Reformed Theological Seminary in Charlotte, NC. He began his tenure with Reformed 
University Fellowship (the campus ministry of the Presbyterian Church in America) in 1999 as the campus University Fellowship (the campus ministry of the Presbyterian Church in America) in 1999 as the campus 
minister at Florida State University. After five years in Florida, J.R. accepted a call to begin RUF at Virginia minister at Florida State University. After five years in Florida, J.R. accepted a call to begin RUF at Virginia 
Tech, where he served for six years. In the summer of 2010, the Fosters moved to Greenville, SC in order for Tech, where he served for six years. In the summer of 2010, the Fosters moved to Greenville, SC in order for 
J.R. to begin a call as the Area Coordinator for RUF. He has been married since 1995 to his wife, Eliza (who J.R. to begin a call as the Area Coordinator for RUF. He has been married since 1995 to his wife, Eliza (who 
grew up with Duff), whom he met while they were both students at Clemson. J.R. and Eliza are the parents of grew up with Duff), whom he met while they were both students at Clemson. J.R. and Eliza are the parents of 
two sons and a daughter.two sons and a daughter.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
GOSPEL LIFE IN A BROKEN WORLD     REV. J.R. FOSTER  

Romans 8:18-25
  18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of 
him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the 
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

King of Love
Words: H.W. Baker | Music: Adam Palmer/Jonathan Smith/Matthew Hein/Stephanie Kulla/Stuart Garaged

1.  The King of Love my Shepherd is
 Whose goodness faileth never
 I nothing lack if I am His 
 And He is mine forever

2.  Where streams of living water flow
 My ransomed soul He leadeth
 And where the verdant pastures grow
 With food celestial feedeth 

Chorus: 
 Never failing, Ruler of my heart
 Everlasting, Lover of my soul
 On the mountain high or in the valley low
 The King of Love my Shepherd is

THE BENEDICTION      

SENDING HYMN           
When He Comes
Words by Timothy Dudley-Smith | Music by Andrew Penke © 1969 Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP)

1. When He comes, when He comes 
We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
As I read the gospel story 
We shall see the Lord in glory 
We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 

2. When He comes, when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 

3. With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
See the Lord by saints surrounded 
With the Alleluias ringing to the sky

THE SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God!

3.  Lost and foolish off I strayed
 But yet in love He sought me
 And on His shoulder gently laid
 And home rejoicing brought me

4.  In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
 With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
 Thy rod and staff my comfort still
 Thy cross before to guide me.  (Chorus)

Bridge:  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

5. And so through all the length of days
 Thy goodness faileth never
 Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise
 Within Your house forever

4. When He comes, when He comes 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

5. With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
When He calls His own to greet Him 
We shall all rise up to meet Him 
With the alleluias ringing to the sky



ANNOUNCEMENTS           
For assistance with any of the announcements below, or if you have further questions, please reach 
out to John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org). If you’d like to receive emails and information for events 
at City Church, please fill out the contact information form via our website: citychurchavl.org/connect

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETING :: THURSDAYS, 7:00 AM
Join us Thursday mornings for an informal prayer meeting via Zoom.  Feel free to jump on the call as you 
are able, and come and go as you need.  

BREAKFAST WITH THE GUYS :: FRIDAYS, 7:00 AM
Breakfast with the guys is back!. Our plan for the foreseeable future is to meet out at the Gibson Farm 
in East Asheville (277 Moffitt Branch Rd. Asheville, NC 28805). Breakfast will not be provided at this 
point so please bring your own breakfast and beverage of choice. Join us as we gather fireside and 
enjoy some socially distanced fellowship. Email John Hopple for further details, including detailed 
driving and COVID related directions.

Want to connect with City Church?
If you’d like to keep up with news, information, and events in the life of the church, please text the word 
“visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact information and keep you 
in the loop!

Need prayer?
We invite you to text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise 
specified by you, prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.

mailto:john%40citychurchavl.org?subject=Question%20about%20Announcements
https://citychurchavl.org/connect


Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Tyler Caruso :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/ Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. You may give online by 
visiting citychurchavl.org/give, you may use our “Text to Give” platform by texting the amount you’d 
like to give to: 84321, you may give through an automatic payment via your personal bank, or you may 
mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802.
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