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“Love’s as hard as nails,
Love is nails;
Blunt, thick, hammered through
The medial nerves of One
Who, having made us, knew
The thing he had done, 
Seeing (with all that is)
Our cross, and His.”

— CS Lewis
 “Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,  
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in the eye that sees me, 
Christ in the ear that hears me. 
I arise today
Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, 
Through a belief in the Threeness, 
Through a confession of the Oneness
Of the Creator of creation.”

— Prayer of St. Patrick
 
“Jesus did not come to offer himself as a top-up to what we have already managed 
to achieve, to make up the difference between our existing spiritual capital and 
what God actually demands. The claim of Jesus is that we need him to do it all for 
us — every last bit. We have nothing at all to contribute. ”

— Sam Allberry
 



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
Words: John Newton | Music: Franz Josef Haydn

1.  Glorious things of thee are spoken,
 Zion, city of our God;
 He, Whose word cannot be broken,
 Formed thee for His own abode
 On the Rock of Ages founded,
 What can shake thy sure repose?
 With salvation’s walls surrounded,
 Thou mayst smile at all thy foes. 

2.  See the streams of living waters, 
 Springing from eternal love. 
 Well supplies Thy sons and daughters, 
 And all fears of want removes.
 Who can faint while such a river 
 Ever flows their thirst to quench? 
 Grace which like the Lord, the giver, 
 Never fails from age to age.

CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 67:1

Minister:  May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us. 
All:  Let us bless our God; let the sound of his praise be heard from our lips.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit
Words: Anonymous, Joachim Neander, Julie Melucci | Music: Julie Melucci ©2015 Julie Melucci Music (SESAC)

1.  Come, O come Thou Holy Spirit 
 Light and life Thy grace imparts 
 Blessed Source of consolation 
 Guide our minds and fill our hearts 
 Grant my mind and my affections 
 Wisdom, counsel, purity 
 That I may be ever seeking 
 Only that which pleases Thee
2.  Savior lead us to adore Thee 
 By the true and living way 
 Then with angel hosts before Thee 
 May we worship, love and praise 
 Dwell within us, precious Spirit 
 Where Thou art no ill can come 
 Bless us now through Jesus’ merit 
 Reign in every heart and home

3.  Blessed inhabitants of Zion, 
 Washed in the Redeemer’s blood; 
 Jesus, Whom their souls rely on, 
 Makes them kings and priests to God 
 ’Tis His love His people raises,
 Over self to reign as kings 
 And as priests His solemn praises 
 Each for a thank offering bring.

4.  Savior, if of Zion’s city, 
 I, through grace, a member am, 
 Let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in Thy Name 
 Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
 All his boasted pomp and show 
 Solid joys and lasting treasures 
 None but Zion’s children know.

3.  Holy Spirit, strong and mighty 
 Thou who makest all things new 
 Make Thy work within me perfect 
 Help me by Thy word so true 
 In Thy faith, O make me steadfast 
 Let not Satan, death or shame 
 Of my confidence deprive me 
 Lord, my refuge is Thy name
4.  When my final hour approaches 
 Let my hopes grow yet more bright 
 Let Thy love which never fails me 
 Dissipate the gloom of night 
 From that height which knows no measure 
 Fairer far than voice can tell 
 In Thy glorious courts of heaven 
 There, redeemed by Christ, to dwell



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed  
Minister:  What do you believe concerning God the Father?
All:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth. 
Minister:  What do you believe concerning God the Son?
All:   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead and buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Minister:  What do you believe concerning God the Spirit?
All:   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic* church, 
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen.       *(that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places.)

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Beautiful, Scandalous Night
Words and Music by Derri Daugherty and Steve Hindalong; © 1992

1.  Go on up to the mountain of mercy
 To the crimson perpetual tide
 Kneel down on the shore
 Be thirsty no more
 Go under and be purified

2.  Follow Christ to the Holy mountain
 Sinner, sorry and wrecked by the fall
 Cleanse your heart and your soul
 In the fountain that flows
 For you and for me and for all

Chorus
 At the wonderful tragic mysterious tree
 On that beautiful scandalous night you and me
 Were atoned by His blood and forever washed white
 On that beautiful scandalous night

3.  On the hillside you will be delivered
 At the foot of the cross, justified
 And your spirit restored
 By the river that pours
 From our blessed Savior’s side 



CALL TO CONFESSION Psalm 124:8

“Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”  

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister:  Merciful God, you made us in your image 
 with a mind to know you, 
 a heart to love you, 
 and a will to serve you.

All:  But our knowledge is imperfect, 
 our love inconsistent, 
 our obedience incomplete. 
 Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness. 
 In your tender love, forgive us, O God.

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  In the wrong we have done, 
 and in the good we have not done, 
 we have sinned in ignorance; 
 we have sinned in weakness; 
 we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 

All:  We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. 
 Forgive us and renew our lives through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        Isaiah 1:18

“Come now, let us argue it out, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; 
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.”

*from The Worship Sourcebook



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
Words: Isaac Watts | Music: Gregorian Chant (arr. Lowell Mason); Public domain.

1.  When I survey the wondrous cross 
 On which the Prince of glory died, 
 My richest gain I count but loss, 
 And pour contempt on all my pride.

2.  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
 Save in the death of Christ my God;
 All the vain things that charm me most,
 I sacrifice them to His blood.

3.  See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
 Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
 Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
 Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4.  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 That were a present far too small: 
 Love so amazing, so divine, 
 Demands my soul, my life, my all.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
   THE KING CRUCIFIED REV. DUFF JAMES  

Mark 15:33-41
  33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 
hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders hearing 
it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put 
it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take 
him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, 
saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”

  40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and  Salome.  41  When he was in 
Galilee, they followed him and  ministered to him, and there were also many other women 
who came up with him to Jerusalem.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Before the Throne of God Above
Original words by Charitie Lees Bancroft (1841-1892), | alternate words and music by Vikki Cook ©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP)

1. Before the throne of God above,
 I have a strong, a perfect plea,
 A great High Priest whose name is “Love,”
 Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
 My name is graven on His hands,
 My name is written on His heart;
 I know that while in heav’n He stands
 no tongue can bid me thence depart. 

2.  When Satan tempts me to despair, 
 and tells me of the guilt within,
 upward I look and see Him there 
 Who made an end to all my sin.
 Because the sinless Savior died, 

 my sinful soul is counted free; 
 For God, the Just, is satisfied 
 to look on Him and pardon me.



3. Behold him there! The risen Lamb, 
 my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
 the great unchangeable I AM, 
 the King of glory and of grace! 
 One with Himself I cannot die, 
 My soul is purchased by His blood;
 My life is hid with Christ on high, 
 with Christ, my Savior and my God.

THE BENEDICTION  2 Corinthians 13:14    

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN           
Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Words & Music: Matt Boswell, Michael Bleecker, Matt Papa | © 2012 Bleecker Publishing; McKinney Music, Inc

Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man 
In his living, in his suffering, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e’er restrain him, praise the Lord, He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when he comes. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS           
THE SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God!


