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“Make no mistake: if he rose at all it was as his body; if the cells’ dissolution did not 
reverse, the molecules reknit, the amino acids rekindle, the Church will fail. Let 
us not mock God with metaphor, analogy, sidestepping transcendence; making of 
the event a parable, a sign painted in the faded credulity of earlier ages; let us walk 
through the door.” 

— John Updike

“We must tell stories the way God does, stories in which a sister must float her 
little brother on a river with nothing but a basket between him and the crocodiles. 
Stories in which a king is a coward, and a shepherd boy steps forward to face the 
giant. Stories with fiery serpents and leviathans and sermons in whirlwinds. Stories 
in which murderers are blinded on donkeys and become heroes. Stories with 
dens of lions and fiery furnaces and lone prophets laughing at kings and priests 
and demons. Stories with heads on platters. Stories with courage and crosses and 
redemption. Stories with resurrections.” 

— N.D. Wilson

“The proclamation of Easter Day is that all is well. And as a Christian, I say this not 
with the easy optimism of one who has never known a time when all was not well 
but as one who has faced the cross in all its obscenity as well as in all its glory, who 
has known one way or another what it is like to live separated from God. In the end, 
his will, not ours, is done. Love is the victor. Death is not the end. The end is life. 
His life and our lives through him, in him. Existence has greater depths of beauty, 
mystery, and benediction than the wildest visionary has ever dared to dream. 
Christ our Lord is risen.”

— Frederick Buechner

“Easter is an affirmation that life has meaning, that it’s not sound and fury, signifying 
nothing. The resurrection means life defeats death, that Grace defeats sin. It’s a 
time for a conversation about meaning too, because agnostics may think about 
Christian claims this week. They may even come to church to hear us make our 
case, just as we can listen when agnostics make their case. ” 

— Dan Doriani



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

O God of Our Salvation
Written by Michael Bleecker and Matt Boswell | © 2009 Bleecker at The Village (ASCAP); Dayspring Music, LLC 

1.  O God of our salvation
 Who reigns upon the throne
 The sovereign Father, great is he
 From whom all blessings flow 

2.  Behold the Son our Savior
 Who for our sin was slain
 The Christ who purchased with his blood
 The wretched souls of men  

3.  O God, the Holy Spirit
 Revealing deity
 The fount of life and love divine
 Throughout eternity  

CALL TO WORSHIP from 2 Samuel 22
Leader: The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 
 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, 
 my stronghold and my refuge, my savior; I call upon the LORD.

All:  For who is God, but the LORD? And who is a rock, except our God?
Leader: This God is my strong refuge … the LORD lives, and blessed be my rock,
 and exalted be my God, the rock of my salvation …

All:  The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock! Exalted be my God, the Rock, my Savior! 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

In the Name of God the Father
Words: Henry Allon, 1863 | Music: The Ironsides, 2011; Songs for Supper

1. In the name of God the Father, 
 In the name of God the Son, 
 In the name of God the Spirit, 
 One in three, and three in One; 
 In the Name which highest Angels 
 Speak not ere they veil their face, 
 Crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
 Come we to this sacred place. 

Chorus:  O God of our salvation, 
   from whom redemption comes
   O Father, Son and Spirit, 
   the blessed three in one

Bridge:  Ascribe unending praises 
   to the God who reigns on high
   How matchless is his power, 
   his glory how divine
   Ascribe, oh church the greatness 
   and the glory due his name
   One God, One Being, One Essence, 
   Oh Triune God proclaimed. Amen.

Lo, in wondrous condescension, 
Jesus seeks His altar-throne; 
Though in lowly symbols hidden, 
Faith and love His presence known. 
When the Lord His temple visits, 
Let the listening earth be still; 
May the Spirit’s sweet indwelling 
Each believing heart fulfill.  



2.  Here, in figure represented, 
 See the passion once again; 
 Here behold the Lamb most Holy, 
 As for our redemption slain; 
 Here the Savior’s body broken, 
 Here the blood which Jesus shed, 
 Now the offer of communion, 
 Into lasting joy be led.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Heidelberg Catechism #1  
Leader:  What’s your only comfort in life and death? 

All:  That I am not my own, but belong – body and soul, in life and in death – to my faithful Savior  
 Jesus Christ.
 He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the  
 tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my  
 head without the will of my Father in heaven: in fact, all things must work together for my  
 salvation.
 Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me  
 wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
Words: Augustus Toplady, 1776; alt. by Thomas Cotterill, 1815 | Music: Thomas Hastings, 1830; arr. CXVI

Rock of Ages, cleft for me
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure,
cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

Not the labors of my hands
can fulfill thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to thy cross I cling;
naked, come to thee for dress;
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the Fountain fly;
wash me, Savior, or I die.

 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die

Here shall highest praise be offered, 
Here shall meekest prayer be poured, 
Here, with body, soul, and spirit, 
God incarnate be adored. 
Holy Jesus, for Thy coming 
May Thy love our hearts prepare; 
Thine we pray would have them wholly, 
Enter, Lord, and tarry there.



CALL TO CONFESSION 1 Corinthians 15:16-19
“For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Leader: Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the tomb you have given us the sure sign of your power  
 to deliver us from sin and death and to renew your whole creation. 

All:  We confess that we still fall into doubt and fear. We continue to cling to selfish ways and  
 doubt your power to make all things new. We confess the times when we have lived as if  
 Jesus had not been raised from the dead:
  when we have caved during temptation, 
  when we have insulated ourselves from hope and change, 
  when we have retreated into well-worn ruts of shame and fear,
  when we have abused others and taken advantage of them,
  when we have not loved God and our neighbor as we ought,
  and when we have let doubt rule our days.  
 Forgive our lack of faith. Have mercy on our weakness. 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Leader: Jesus, thank you that you mercifully and compassionately entered this world of suffering 
 and temptation. You know what it’s like to be tired and overwhelmed, to feel excruciating  
 pain and physical weakness, to be abandoned and betrayed. Thank you that you were  
 faithful in all these things for us, holding fast to your confession, always trusting the Father,  
 always revering him and obeying him from your heart. Thank you, Father, that for our sake
  you made Jesus to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the   
 righteousness of God. 

All:  Help us to cling to Jesus, the substance and source of our confession. Show us
 more clearly our eternal Savior, King, and Advocate, and help us to  ponder more deeply  
 his resurrection and love for us when we are tempted to doubt it. Strengthen us in  
 maturing holiness as you continue the good work that you have already begun in us so  
 that on the last day we might be presented to Christ as part of his spotless bride, the  
 church. Raise us from the death of sin that we may live with Christ in the joy of his   
 resurrection, now and forever. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        1 Peter 2:24

All:  “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to   
   righteousness. By his wounds we have been healed.”



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

Heal Us, Emmanuel 
Words by William Cowper (alt Twit) | Music by Kevin Twit and Lucas Morton; © 2015

Chorus: 
 Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are 
 We long to feel Thy touch 
 Deep wounded souls to Thee we fly 
 O Savior hear our cry

Our faith is feeble, we confess 
We faintly trust Thy word 
But will You pity us the less? 
Be that far from You Lord!

Remember him who once applied 
With trembling for relief 
“Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried 
“O help my unbelief!”

She, too, who touched you in the press 
And healing virtue stole 
Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace 
Thy faith has made thee whole.”

Like her, with hopes and fears we come 
To touch You if we may 
O send us not despairing home 
Send none unhealed away

Our guest preacher, Matt Patrick: Our guest preacher, Matt Patrick: After earning an M.Div from Covenant Theological After earning an M.Div from Covenant Theological 
Seminary, Matt began serving as the Campus Minster with Reformed University Fellowship Seminary, Matt began serving as the Campus Minster with Reformed University Fellowship 
at Wofford in June, 2017. Matt is originally from Huntsville, Alabama and studied English at Wofford in June, 2017. Matt is originally from Huntsville, Alabama and studied English 
at The University of Alabama-Huntsville. Matt’s wife, Ivy, is a graduate of Berry College at The University of Alabama-Huntsville. Matt’s wife, Ivy, is a graduate of Berry College 
and works as a Physician Assistant. They love being outside, having people in their home, and works as a Physician Assistant. They love being outside, having people in their home, 
discovering new TV shows and reading.discovering new TV shows and reading.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
   RESURRECTION BREAKFAST REV. MATT PATRICK  

John 21:1-14
  1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed 
himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I 
am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, 
but that night they caught nothing.

  4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He 
said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, 
and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7 That disciple whom 
Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the 
Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 
8 The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from 
the land, but about a hundred yards[a] off.

  9 When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 
Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there 
were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now 
none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came 
and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that 
Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Yet Not I but through Christ in Me 
Words & Music Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, Michael Farren | © 2018 CityAlight Music 

1.  What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
 There is no more for heaven now to give
 He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
 My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 For my life is wholly bound to his
 Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2.  The night is dark but I am not forsaken
 For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
 I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
 For in my need, His power is displayed
 To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
 Through the deepest valley He will lead
 Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

THE BENEDICTION  2 Corinthians 13:14    

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN           
King of Love
Words: H.W. Baker | Music: Adam Palmer/Jonathan Smith/Matthew Hein/Stephanie Kulla/Stuart Garaged

1.  The King of Love my Shepherd is
 Whose goodness faileth never
 I nothing lack if I am His 
 And He is mine forever

2.  Where streams of living water flow
 My ransomed soul He leadeth
 And where the verdant pastures grow
 With food celestial feedeth 

Chorus: 
 Never failing, Ruler of my heart
 Everlasting, Lover of my soul
 On the mountain high or in the valley low
 The King of Love my Shepherd is

THE SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God!

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
 The future sure, the price it has been paid
 For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
 And He was raised to overthrow the grave
 To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
 Jesus now and ever is my plea
 Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4.  With every breath I long to follow Jesus
 For He has said that He will bring me home
 And day by day I know He will renew me
 Until I stand with joy before the throne
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 All the glory evermore to Him
 When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

3.  Lost and foolish off I strayed
 But yet in love He sought me
 And on His shoulder gently laid
 And home rejoicing brought me

4.  In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
 With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
 Thy rod and staff my comfort still
 Thy cross before to guide me.  (Chorus)

Bridge:  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

5. And so through all the length of days
 Thy goodness faileth never
 Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise
 Within Your house forever


