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LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.



“When we were children, we used to think that when 
we were grown-up we would no longer be vulnerable. 
But to grow up is to accept vulnerability. To be alive is 
to be vulnerable.”

— Madeleine L’Engle

“When our strongest passion is to solve our problems, 
we look for a plan to follow rather than a person to 
trust.”

— Larry Crabb

“God is better than everything you’re tempted to leave 
him for.”

— Jackie Hill Perry

“There is no way to follow Jesus without him interfering 
with your life.”

— Kyle Idleman

“We sometimes take mistaken postures toward God: In 
‘Life under God’ we think of God as lawgiver. He sees 
& judges. He is often disappointed in us. In ‘Life from 
God’ we think of him as a gift-giver. He smooths our road 
and gives us prosperity, if we ask in faith. God serves 
us. In ‘Life for God’ we think of God as a commander. 
He assigns tasks to perform, sends us on missions. He is 
pleased when we reach those goals. But Scripture (e.g. 
Romans 5-8) sees life differently; we are with God, united 
to him.”

— Skye Jethani

“When God saves you, he doesn’t do it because you gave 
him permission. He did it because he’s God.”

— Matt Chandler

“Grant that we may follow the example of Jesus’ 
patience.”

 — Thomas Cranmer

Please make sure you’re on the church email list in order to receive updates 
for our City Kids, City Kids Jr, City Minis, and Nursery ministries. 

FOR REFLECTION

NOTE TO PARENTS
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CITY CHURCH



WELCOME & PREPARATION             

Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  O Come, Messiah, Come*

Oh come! Oh come Messiah!
Oh come our Alleluia!

Oh sing! Oh sing Hosanna!
Oh come! Messiah, come!

Comfort and joy, Alpha, Omega, He
Sorrow and toil, no longer rulers be.

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 138
Minister:  Give thanks to the LORD with your whole heart.
All:  On the day I called, you answered me; 
   my strength of soul you increased.  

Minister:  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
All:  Thanks be to God! Let us worship him.  

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit*   
1.   Come, O come Thou Holy Spirit 
 Light and life Thy grace imparts 
 Blessed Source of consolation 
 Guide our minds and fill our hearts 
 Grant my mind and my affections 
 Wisdom, counsel, purity 
 That I may be ever seeking 
 Only that which pleases Thee

2.  Savior lead us to adore Thee 
 By the true and living way 
 Then with angel hosts before Thee 
 May we worship, love and praise 
 Dwell within us, precious Spirit 
 Where Thou art no ill can come 
 Bless us now through Jesus’ merit 
 Reign in every heart and home

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near to 
him. 
The call to worship 
focuses our attention 
on God and prepares 
us to meet with him. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

*Words: Joachim Ne-
ander, Julie Melucci 
Music:  Julie Melucci 
©2015 Julie Melucci 
Music (SESAC)

*Words & Music:  
Isaac Wardell

3.  Holy Spirit, strong and mighty 
 Thou who makest all things new 
 Make Thy work within me perfect 
 Help me by Thy word so true 
 In Thy faith, O make me steadfast 
 Let not Satan, death or shame 
 Of my confidence deprive me 
 Lord, my refuge is Thy name

4. When my final hour approaches 
 Let my hopes grow yet more bright 
 Let Thy love which never fails me 
 Dissipate the gloom of night 
 From that height which knows no measure 
 Fairer far than voice can tell 
 In Thy glorious courts of heaven 
 There, redeemed by Christ, to dwell



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Belgic Confession, Article 26 
Minister: What do you believe concerning Jesus’ love for you? 

All:  For neither in heaven nor among the creatures on earth is there anyone 
 who loves us more than Jesus Christ does. 

HYMN OF ADORATION: In the Secret of His Presence*  
In the secret of His presence how my soul delights to hide! 
Oh, how precious are the lessons which I learn at Jesus’ side! 
Earthly cares can never vex me, neither trials lay me low; 
For when Satan comes to tempt me, to the secret place I go, 
To the secret place I go.

When my soul is faint and thirsty, ’neath the shadow of His wing 
There is cool and pleasant shelter, and a fresh and crystal spring; 
And my Savior rests beside me, as we hold communion sweet: 
If I tried, I could not utter what He says when thus we meet, 
What He says when thus we meet.

Only this I know: I tell Him all my doubts, my griefs and fears; 
Oh, how patiently He listens! and my drooping soul He cheers: 
Do you think He ne’er reproves me? What a false Friend He would be, 
If He never, never told me of the sins which He must see, 
Of the sins which He must see.

Would you like to know the sweetness of the secret of the Lord? 
Go and hide beneath His shadow: this shall then be your reward; 
And whene’er you leave the silence of that happy meeting place, 
You must mind and bear the image of the Master in your face, 
Of the Master in your face.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words: Ellen Goreh 
 Music Christopher 
Minor



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 86:5
“Hope in the LORD from this time forth and forever more.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister:  Loving heavenly Father, you alone are the Creator and Sustainer of all  
 things. You love us with better love than any we could ever know here on  
 earth,  and we stand in awe of your power and commitment to cherish us. 

All: Yet even though we have tasted your goodness, we are people who 
 would rather trust in ourselves. We place our hope in our own talents 
 and abilities, in relationships with people we admire and love, in our jobs  

 and good health, in our economic value and academic abilities. We even  
 place our hope in spiritual disciplines, thinking that we will merit more  
 favor from you if we deny ourselves, pray constantly, or sacrifice for 

 you and for others. Father, we are worshipers of ourselves, and we find  
 our hearts full of anxiety and depression when we discover that we  
 cannot save ourselves in any way. 
 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Jesus, if you had not lived a perfect life for us, we could never have hope 
 or peace. You trusted your Father throughout your lifetime and into your 
 undeserved death. Thank you for suffering the many agonies of life in a 
 fallen world on our behalf, and for remaining faithful and obedient in 
 temptation, grief, and loss. Your glowing obedience and perfect   

 righteousness are the strong foundation for all our hope and peace. We  
 marvel that you would consider us a joy worth suffering for, and we bow  
 humbly before you and offer you our praise, our thanks, and our very lives. 

All:  Holy Spirit, teach us to be still and know that you are God and we are  
 not. Please give us true grief for the many ways we sin against you, and  
 fill us with repentance and hope in you. Open our blinded eyes to see  
 clearly your faithfulness and power; your great love and unending  
 patience; your relentless determination to pursue us, captivate us, and  
 ravish us with the truth of the gospel. Show us the unstoppable love of  
 our Savior, who was stricken for our sin, and who stands in heaven as our  
 powerful Advocate. Then we will be at peace because you are perfect  
 and strong, and you will never leave us, forsake us, or hurt us. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Romans 5:1
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
Jesus Christ.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Not in Me*    
No list of sins I have not done,
No list of virtues I pursue,
No list of those I am not like
Can earn myself a place with You.
O God, be merciful to me–
I am a sinner through and through!
My only hope of righteousness
Is not in me, but only You.

No humble dress, no fervent prayer,
No lifted hands, no tearful song,
No recitation of the truth
Can justify a single wrong.
My righteousness is Jesus’ life,
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death,
My weary load was borne by Him
And He alone can give me rest.

No separation from the world,
No work I do, no gift I give
Can cleanse my conscience, cleanse my hands;
I cannot cause my soul to live.
But Jesus died and rose again–
The power of death is overthrown!
My God is merciful to me
And merciful in Christ alone.

My righteousness is Jesus’ life,
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death,
My weary load was borne by Him
And He alone can give me rest.

*Words & Music: 
Eric Schumacher 
and David L. Ward 
| © 2012 Thousand 
Tongues 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
THE BEAUTY OF GOD REV. DUFF JAMES

Psalm 27
1  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

   The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

2  When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and  
   foes, it is they who stumble and fall.
3  Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though  

   war arise against me, yet I will be confident.

4  One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may  
   dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon  
   the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.

5  For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will 
   conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a  
   rock.

6  And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, 
   and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and  
   make melody to the Lord.

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!
8 You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face, Lord, 

   do I seek.”
9  Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O  

   you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God 
   of my salvation!
10  For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the Lord will  
   take me in.

11  Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of  
   my enemies.
12  Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have 

   risen against me, and they breathe out violence.

13  I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land 
   of the living!
14  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for 

   the Lord!

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: Here, O Lord, I See Thee Face to Face*      
Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face. 
And here will I touch, and handle things unseen. 
Here, with firmer hand, I grasp eternal grace. 
And all of my weariness, upon thee lean. 

Chorus:  I have seen the Son, the ever-reigning Lord, 
   prove his promise does not fail. 
   May the bonds of love, that call me to His side, 
   Grow ever deeper and fuller still. 

I would have no help, nor do I need 
Another arm, but thine and thine alone 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed 
Thy strength is all I dare to lean upon. 

Here would I feed, upon the bread of God 
And here the new wine, is poured out for me. 
Here would I lay aside the world’s best love, 
And here would I taste, God’s love, wild and free.

*Words: Horatius 
Bonar, 1855. Music 
and Variant Text: 
Nathan Poole, 2011



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words & Music: by 
Sandra McCracken 
& Josh Moore | © 
2015 Drink Your Tea /
Joshmooreownsthis 
Music  (ASCAP)

HYMN OF RESPONSE: We Will Feast*  
Chorus:  We will feast in the house of Zion
  We will sing with our hearts restored
  He has done great things, we will say together 
  We will feast and weep no more 

We will not be burned by the fire
He is the LORD our God
We are not consumed, by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up 

In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid
For the promised morning, oh how long? 
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength 

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the Faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together, bring shalom.

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


