
Sunday 10:00 AM  •  April 25, 2021
citychurchavl.org

LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.

JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“The modern person is someone who feels like a sinner, 
but has no word for it.” 

— Ernest Becker
The Denial of Death

“I’m not going to try to describe or catalog all the 
individual sins, but I want to give a definition that will 
embrace all forms like a net. Sin is to despair of getting 
itself before God and then the despair of seeking to be 
oneself without God.”    

— Soren Kierkegaard
The Sickness Unto Death:

“I’ve been asked why it is especially wrong for Christians 
to speak of their opponents in a demonizing and 
dehumanizing way. Historic Christians believe that our 
sin has made us worthy of condemnation and hell. From 
those living respectable lives to those leading criminal 
lives, all of us fall infinitely (and therefore equally) 
short of loving and serving God in the way that is due 
him. Therefore, we can only be saved through Christ 
by sheer grace.… So Christians can never feel morally 
superior to any one else at all. That means when we call 
out evildoing in others, as vital as that is, we can never 

imply by our attitude or language that they deserve 
God’s condemnation, but we do not. Therefore: ‘the 
Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but must 
be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 
Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope 
that God will grant them repentance leading them to a 
knowledge of the truth…’ (2 Timothy 2:24-26)” 

— Tim Keller

“Hope then, my soul, against hope; though your graces 
are faint and languid, he who planted them will water 
his own work, and not suffer them wholly to die. He 
can make a little one as a thousand; at his presence 
mountains sink into plains, streams gush out of the flinty 
rock, and the wilderness blossoms as the rose. He can 
pull down what sin builds up, and build up what sin pulls 
down; that which was impossible to us is easy to him; 
and he has bid us expect seasons of refreshment from 
his presence. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

— John Newton
Letter XXVI

Please make sure you’re on the church email list in order to receive updates 
for our City Kids, City Kids Jr, City Minis, and Nursery ministries. 

FOR REFLECTION

NOTE TO PARENTS

ASHEVILLE

CITY CHURCH



WELCOME & PREPARATION             

Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Praise to the Lord, The Almighty*
1. Praise to the Lord, The Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise Him, For He is thy health and salvation! 
 All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
 Praise Him in glad adoration.

2. Praise to the Lord, Who over all things so wondrously reigneth, 
 Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
 Hast thou not seen how all your longings have been 
 Granted in what He ordaineth?

3. Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
 Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
 If with His love He befriend thee.

4. Praise to the Lord, Oh let all that is in me adore Him! 
 All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
 Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
 Gladly for aye we adore Him.

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 95:3-7
Minister: The Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. 
 In his hands are the depths of the earth; the mountain peaks belong to him. 
 The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.  

All:  Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
 for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, 
 the flock under his care.  

HYMN OF ADORATION: The Lord Is King!**   
1. The Lord is King! Lift up your voice,
 O earth, and all ye heav’ns, rejoice!
 From world to world the joy shall ring,
 “The Lord omnipotent is King!”

2.  The Lord is King! Who then shall dare
 Resist his will, distrust his care?
 Or murmur at his wise decrees,
 Or doubt his royal promises?

3.  The Lord is King! Bow down you must,
 The Judge of all the earth is just;
 Holy and true are all his ways;
 Let ev’ry creature sing his praise.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

**Words: Josiah 
Conder, 1824; alt. 
by Nathan Partain, 
2003 Music:  Nathan 
Partain, 2003

*Words:  Joachim 
Neander I Music: 17th 
century German tune 

4. One Lord, one kingdom, all secures;
 He reigns, and life and death are yours:
 Through Heav’n and earth one song shall ring,
 “The Lord omnipotent is King!”

Chorus: Sing His praise, sing His praise
  Lord of lords, Ancient of Days
  Sing His praise, sing His praise
  All your days, all your days.

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Psalm 18
Minister: Christian, what is it that you believe? 

All:  The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,
 my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

GLORIA PATRI*
Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
Child presented for baptism: June Afton Jackson

Questions for the Parents – Mary-Lindsey & Troy Jackson

 1.  Do you confess your faith in God as your heavenly Father, Jesus Christ as your  
  Savior and Lord, and the Holy Spirit as your sanctifier and guide? 

 2.  Do you acknowledge that your child is a sinner in need of the forgiveness of sins  
  through the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, the gift of new life from the Holy  
  Spirit, and adoption into the family of God? 

 3.  Do you claim God’s covenant promises on your child’s behalf, and do you look in  
  faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for this child’s salvation, as you do for your own? 

 4.  Do you promise in humble reliance on the grace of God to teach them the  
  truths of the Christian faith from God’s word, to live before them by God’s grace  
  as an example and by praying with them and for them, bring them up in the  
  nurture and admonition of the Lord and in the ways of the Church of God?

Question for the Members of City Church

 Do you, the members of City Church, in the name of the Church of Christ, as you  
 have opportunity, undertake with these parents the covenant responsibility for the  
 Christian nurture of this child? If so, and you are able, please stand in affirmation.

MUSICAL OFFERING: Every Mother, Every Father**    (musician’s only, please)

Every mother, every father
called to raise up sons or daughters
May your heart be patient, may your mind be clear,
may our God be with you,
and calm your fears.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Arranged by: Karl 
Digerness

**Words & Music: 
Andy Bast & Bruce 
Benedict | ©2017 
Hymn’s from Porter’s 
Gate (ASCAP)



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Jesus Loves You*   (please stand & join in singing)

1. Jesus loves you, this we know, 
 for the Bible tells us so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 you are weak but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves you! 
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 The Bible tells us so.

CALL TO CONFESSION: 1 John 3:18
“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  

Minister:  Triumphant Lord, we rejoice in your entry into the world and into our lives!
 Joining with the crowds, we sing your praises and exalt your reign,
  but even so, our hearts are far from true worship,
  our minds are distant from true understanding.
 We are disappointed with your humility,
  we are uninspired by your selflessness.

All: Our sin leads us to give you death
  even though you give us life.
 Our treachery guides us to war
  even though you call us to peace.
 

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Help us to reflect in our lives the glory of your Son
   and to live faithfully here and now.

 
All:  Have mercy on us, Savior of all,

  find us in these forsaken places.
 Forgive what we have done and who we have been.
  Bring us home again and impart within us a new song of joy and  
 celebration. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Romans 5:1
“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

2. Jesus loves you, he who died,
 heaven’s gates to open wide; 
 he can wash away your sin, 
 let his little child come in. 

 Yes, Jesus loves you! 
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 The Bible tells us so.

*Words: Anna B. 
Warner, 1859 | 
Music: William B. 
Bradbury, 1861



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Upon A Life I Have Not Lived
Upon a Life I have not lived, 
Upon a Death I did not die, 
Another’s Life; Another’s Death, 
I stake my whole eternity. 

Not on the tears which I have shed, 
Not on the sorrows I have known, 
Another’s tears; Another’s griefs, 
On these I rest, on these alone.

 Chorus:  
  O Jesus, Son of God, I build on 
  what Thy cross has done for me; 
  There both my life and death I read, 
  my guilt, and pardon there I see.

Lord, I believe; O deal with me, 
As one who has Thy Word believed! 
I take the gift, Lord, look on me, 
As one who has Thy gift received. 

*Words: Horatius 
Bonar (alt. K. Twit)  
Music: by Kevin Twit 
| ©2012 Kevin Twit 
Music



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
MAN ON THE RUN REV. DUFF JAMES

Jonah 1:1-3
1  Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their 
evil[a] has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish 
from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a 
ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go 
with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: Poor Sinner Dejected with Fear*      
Poor sinner, dejected with fear, 
Unbosom thy mind to the Lamb;
No wrath on His brow He does wear, 
Nor will He poor mourners condemn;
His arm of omnipotent grace 
Is able and willing to save;
A sweet and a permanent peace 
He’ll freely and faithfully give. 

Come just as thou art, with thy woe, 
Fall down at the feet of the Lamb;
He will not, He cannot say, “Go”,
But surely will take out thy stain 
A fountain is opened for sin,
And thousands its virtues have proved 
He’ll take thee, and plunge thee therein, 
And wash thee from filth in His blood. 

The soul that on Jesus relies,
He’ll never, no never deceive;
He freely and faithfully gives
More blessings than we can conceive; 
Yea, down to old age He will keep, 
Nor will He forsake us at last; 
He knows and is known by His sheep; 
They’re His, and He will hold them fast. 

*Words: William 
Gadsby. I Music: Katy 
Bowser and Matthew 
Perryman Jones. 
©2001 MPJ Music / 
Velveteen Songs.



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words & Music: Greg 
Scheer; (c) 2011 Greg 
Scheer BMI

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Lord, God Now Let Your Servant Depart*
  Oh God, now let your servant depart in peace;

 For our eyes have seen your saving grace. 
 A light to the world and the light of life 
 Seen in our Savior’s face. 

 Alle-lu-ia! Allelu-ia! Allelu - ia!

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 Scott Bridges (engineer.bridges@gmail.com)

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


