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“Make no mistake: if he rose at all it was as his body; if the cells’ dissolution did not 
reverse, the molecules reknit, the amino acids rekindle, the Church will fail. Let 
us not mock God with metaphor, analogy, sidestepping transcendence; making of 
the event a parable, a sign painted in the faded credulity of earlier ages; let us walk 
through the door.” 

— John Updike

“We must tell stories the way God does, stories in which a sister must float her 
little brother on a river with nothing but a basket between him and the crocodiles. 
Stories in which a king is a coward, and a shepherd boy steps forward to face the 
giant. Stories with fiery serpents and leviathans and sermons in whirlwinds. Stories 
in which murderers are blinded on donkeys and become heroes. Stories with 
dens of lions and fiery furnaces and lone prophets laughing at kings and priests 
and demons. Stories with heads on platters. Stories with courage and crosses and 
redemption. Stories with resurrections.” 

— N.D. Wilson

“The proclamation of Easter Day is that all is well. And as a Christian, I say this not 
with the easy optimism of one who has never known a time when all was not well 
but as one who has faced the cross in all its obscenity as well as in all its glory, who 
has known one way or another what it is like to live separated from God. In the end, 
his will, not ours, is done. Love is the victor. Death is not the end. The end is life. 
His life and our lives through him, in him. Existence has greater depths of beauty, 
mystery, and benediction than the wildest visionary has ever dared to dream. 
Christ our Lord is risen.”

— Frederick Buechner

“Easter is an affirmation that life has meaning, that it’s not sound and fury, signifying 
nothing. The resurrection means life defeats death, that Grace defeats sin. It’s a 
time for a conversation about meaning too, because agnostics may think about 
Christian claims this week. They may even come to church to hear us make our 
case, just as we can listen when agnostics make their case. ” 

— Dan Doriani



WELCOME              

GATHERING HYMN     

Come People of the Risen King
Words & Music:  Keith & Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend | Copyright 2007 Capitalcmgpublishing

1.  Come, people of the Risen King,
 Who delight to bring Him praise;
 Come all and tune your hearts to sing
 To the Morning Star of grace.
 From the shifting shadows of the earth
 We will lift our eyes to Him,
 Where steady arms of mercy reach
 To gather children in. 

2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
 And those weeping through the night;
 Come, those who tell of battles won,
 And those struggling in the fight.
 For His perfect love will never change,
 And His mercies never cease,
 But follow us through all our days
 With the certain hope of peace. 

CALL TO WORSHIP from 1 Peter 1:3-5
Minister:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All:  He is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Minister:  Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
All:  He has given us new life and hope. 
 He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
Minister:  God has claimed us as his own. 
All:  He has brought us out of darkness. 
 He has mad us light to the world.
Minister:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
All:  He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

HYMN OF ADORATION    

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Words: Henry F. Lyte, 1834 | Music: Nathan Partain, 2000 UBP

1.  Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
 To his feet thy tribute bring;
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
 Who, like me, his praise should sing? 
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Praise the everlasting King. 

3.  Come, young and old from every land -
 Men and women of the faith;
 Come, those with full or empty hands -
 Find the riches of His grace.
 Over all the world, His people sing -
 Shore to shore we hear them call
 The Truth that cries through every age:
 “Our God is all in all”

 Refrain:
  Rejoice, Rejoice! 
  Let every tongue rejoice! 
  One heart, one voice; 
  O Church of Christ, rejoice!

2. Praise him for his grace and favor,
 To our fathers in distress; 
 Praise him, still the same forever, 
 Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 Glorious in his faithfulness.



3.  God our Father tends and spares us, 
 Well our feeble frame he knows; 
 In his hands he gently bears us, 
 Rescues us from all our foes. 
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Widely as his mercy goes. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from 1 Corinthians 15 & Romans 8  
Minister:  If Christ is not risen, nothing matters. 
   Preaching would be useless and our faith too.  
All:   We would be false witnesses about God, 
  for we testify that God raised Christ from the dead. 
Minister:  We are still in our sins if Christ is not risen. 
  Those who have died are as dead as ever. 
All:   We who have attached our hopes on Jesus would be the most pitied of all people. 
Minister:  But if Christ is risen, nothing else matters. 
All:   Though in Adam all may have died, 
  in Christ all will then be made alive. 
  He will destroy every dominion, power, and authority 
  and put every enemy under his feet.  
Minister:  Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of Christ —
   trouble, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, or sword!  
All:   No, in all these thins we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
  We are sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor  
  things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
  will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Minister:  Christ, our Lord, is risen indeed! 
  Therefore, sisters and brothers, stand firm, let nothing move you. 
  Always give yourselves wholly to the Lord’s work. 
All:   Christ, our Lord, is risen indeed! 

HYMN OF RESPONSE      

The Power of the Cross
Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend | Copyright © 2005

1.  Oh, to see the dawn
 Of the darkest day:
 Christ on the road to Calvary.
 Tried by sinful men,
 Torn and beaten, then
 Nailed to a cross of wood. 

 Chorus:  
  This, the pow’r of the cross:
  Christ became sin for us;
  Took the blame, bore the wrath
  We stand forgiven at the cross.

4.  Angels, help us to adore him, 
 Ye behold him face to face; 
 Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
 Dwellers all in time and space. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 Praise with us the God of grace!

2. Oh, to see the pain
 Written on Your face,
 Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
 Ev’ry bitter thought,
 Ev’ry evil deed
 Crowning Your bloodstained brow.

3.  Now the daylight flees;
 Now the ground beneath
 Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
 Curtain torn in two,
 Dead are raised to life;
 ”Finished!” the vict’ry cry. 



4.  Oh, to see my name
 Written in the wounds,
 For through Your suffering I am free.
 Death is crushed to death;
 Life is mine to live,
 Won through Your selfless love. 

CALL TO CONFESSION Romans 10:9

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved.”  

CONFESSION OF SIN*  

Minister:  Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from the grave and crowned him Lord of all. 
All:  We confess that we have not bowed before him or acknowledged his rule in our lives. 
 We have gone along with the way of the world and failed to give him glory. 

Minister:  When the risks of discipleship are too high, and we are nowhere to be found: 
All:  Forgive us!

Minister:  When we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death:
All:  Forgive us!

Minister:  When we wash our hands of responsibility and overlook the poor and hungry: 
All:  Forgive us!

Minister:  When we pass by those who mourn, are deaf to the cries of the hurting, and indifferent  
 to calls for peace: 
All:  Forgive us!

Minister:  When fear keeps us from witnessing to your truth, or prejudice keeps us from believing it:
All:  Forgive us!

(You’re invited to take a moment of silent confession.)

Minister:  Heavenly Father, forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people. 
All:  Help us to obey the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 who rules the world and is head of the church, his body. 

Minister:  In the bright light of Easter morning, our sin is exposed, and your grace is revealed. 
 Raise us in your love so that, with joy, we may witness to your amazing deeds. 
All:  In the name of Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON        1 Corinthians 15:55-57

“‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’
O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?’

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

*from The Worship Sourcebook

Final Chorus: 
 This, the pow’r of the cross:
 Son of God—slain for us.
 What a love! What a cost! 
 We stand forgiven at the cross.



HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE    

In Christ Alone
Words and Music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend. Copyright © 2001 Kingsway

1.  In Christ alone my hope is found;
 He is my light, my strength, my song;
 This cornerstone, this solid ground,
 Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
 What heights of love, what depths of peace,
 When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
 My comforter, my all in all—
 Here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone, who took on flesh,
 Fullness of God in helpless babe!
 This gift of love and righteousness,
 Scorned by the ones He came to save.
 Till on that cross as Jesus died,
 The wrath of God was satisfied;
 For ev’ry sin on Him was laid—
 Here in the death of Christ I live.

3.  There in the ground His body lay,
 Light of the world by darkness slain;
 Then bursting forth in glorious day,
 Up from the grave He rose again!
 And as He stands in victory,
 Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;
 For I am His and He is mine—
 Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4.  No guilt in life, no fear in death—
 This is the pow’r of Christ in me;
 From life’s first cry to final breath,
 Jesus commands my destiny.
 No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
 Can ever pluck me from His hand;
 Till He returns or calls me home—
 Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
   THE KING IS RISEN REV. DUFF JAMES  

Mark 16:1-8
  1  When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one another, 
“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they 
saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw 
a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he 
said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; 
he is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he 
is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out 
and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE    

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Words: James Montgomery | Music: Sandra McCracken; ©2012 Drink Your Tea Music (ASCAP)

1.  He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
 To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

2.  He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
 To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

3.  To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
 Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. 

4.  He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
 Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 

5.  Kings shall fall down before Him, and gold and incense bring; 
 All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing; 

6.  The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
 His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love.

THE BENEDICTION  2 Corinthians 13:14    

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”

SENDING HYMN           
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
Words: Latin carol (trans. Charles Wesley). | Music: the Lyra Davidica. Public domain. 

1. Christ, the Lord, is risen today, Alleluia! 
 Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 
 Raise your voice and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
 Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, Alleluia!

2. Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Alleluia! 
 Christ has burst the gates of hell, Alleluia! 
 Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia! 
 Christ has opened Paradise, Alleluia!  

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
 Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
 Once He died, our souls to save, Alleluia! 
 Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

THE SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God!

Chorus:  
 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 
 great David’s greater Son! 
 Hail in the time appointed, 
 His reign on earth begun!
 His reign on earth begun!

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
 Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
 Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! 
 Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

5. Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! 
 Praise to Thee by both be given, Alleluia! 
 Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 
 Hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia!  


