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LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.

JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“Christianity has been watered down until the solution 
is so weak that if it were poison it would not hurt 
anyone, and if it were medicine it would not cure 
anyone.”   

— A.W. Tozer

“There is a huge difference  between our worship of 
God and the way we speak about the people God has 
made.… It’s an inconsistent thing to say, ‘I love you, 
Lord.’ and to say, ‘I hate you, neighbor.’” 

— Jackie Hill Perry

“Dying and death always call forth, with renewed power, 
the fear that we are unloved and will, finally, be reduced 
to useless ashes. To care is to stand by a dying person 
and to be a living reminder that the person is indeed the 
beloved child of God.”

— Henri Nouwen

“Change hasn’t taken place until change has taken place. 
You don’t follow God by talking about following him but 
by following him in joyful humility and submission.”

— Paul David Tripp

“The Good Samaritan story is not just an example 
of compassionate spirituality. It is a critique against 
religious passivity. If ‘church people’ won’t work for 
justice and mercy, God will find some other people who 
will.”

— Tim Keller

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming called City 
Kids in the Gym for children ages 2-7. This time will include a Bible story, 
memory work, and playtime during the sermon. In order to ensure we have 
adequate volunteer coverage, members and regular attendees will need to 
register their children through the link sent via email and on Slack by noon 
each Saturday. If you are visiting this morning, we would love to have your 
children regardless of advanced registration. Please walk your children to the 
gym during the hymn just before the sermon. 

FOR REFLECTION

NOTE TO PARENTS
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             

Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Glorioous Things of Thee Are Spoken*   
1.  Glorious things of thee are spoken,
 Zion, city of our God;
 He, Whose word cannot be broken,
 Formed thee for His own abode
 On the Rock of Ages founded,
 What can shake thy sure repose?
 With salvation’s walls surrounded,
 Thou mayst smile at all thy foes. 

2.  See the streams of living waters, 
 Springing from eternal love. 
 Well supplies Thy sons and daughters, 
 And all fears of want removes.
 Who can faint while such a river 
 Ever flows their thirst to quench? 
 Grace which like the Lord, the giver, 
 Never fails from age to age.

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 145:1-3
Minister: I will extol you, my God and King, 
 and bless you name forever and ever.
 Every day I will bless you 
 and praise your name forever and ever.

All:  Great is the LORD, 
 and greatly to be praised, 
 and his greatness is unsearchable. 

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come, Holy Spirit, Come**
 Come, Holy Spirit, come;
 Let thy bright beams arise;
 Dispel the darkness from our minds, 
 And open all our eyes. 

 Convince us of our sin,
 Then lead to Jesus’ blood;
 And to our wondering view reveal 
 The secret love of God.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: John Newton 
I Music:  Franz Josef 
Haydn

**Words: Joseph Hart, 
1759 | Music: Hiram 
Ring, 2011

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3.  Blessed inhabitants of Zion, 
 Washed in the Redeemer’s blood; 
 Jesus, Whom their souls rely on, 
 Makes them kings and priests to God 
 ’Tis His love His people raises,
 Over self to reign as kings 
 And as priests His solemn praises 
 Each for a thank offering bring.

4.  Savior, if of Zion’s city, 
 I, through grace, a member am, 
 Let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in Thy Name 
 Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
 All his boasted pomp and show 
 Solid joys and lasting treasures 
 None but Zion’s children know.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 145:14-18
All:  The LORD upholds all who are falling 
 and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 The eyes of all look to you, 
 and you give them their food in due season. 
 You open your hand; 
 you satisfy the desire of every living thing.    
 The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works. 
 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 
 to all who call on him in truth. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Awake My Soul* 
1.  The image of God invisible
 The firstborn of all life
 Before and within, 
 He holds it all in
 One name, one faith, one Christ

2.  I trust no other source or name
 Nowhere else can I hide
 This grace gives me fear, 
 and this grace draws me near
 And all that it asks it provides   

3.  When I stand on the edges of Jordan
 With the saints and the angels beside
 When my body is healed
 and the glory revealed
 Then still I can boast only Christ

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Minister:  Bound together in Christ and His Spirit, 
  let’s pray with one heart and mind to our God. 
  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer.  

Minister:  That the love that passes ceaselessly between the Father and the Son in  
  the fellowship of the Holy Spirit may renew and deepen the life of each  
  Christian and draw us all gathered here into your unending life, we pray. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer. 

Minister:  For the leaders of City Church and for the leaders of this nation, that we  
  may discern ways to overcome divisions and mistrust and may reflect your  
  unity in every aspect of common life, we pray. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words & Music: 
Sandra McCracken

Chorus: 
 No one is good enough
 To save himself
 Awake my soul tonight
 To boast nothing else

Bridge: 
 No seam in this garment
 All my rags to hide
 No less than Your love
 For Jesus is mine



Minister:  For our families, our households, and our communities, that they may 
  be places of communion and mutual support, which build us up and  
  strengthen us in grace and truth, we pray. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer.

Minister:  In the power of the Spirit, who joins our prayers to Christ’s enduring  
  intercession, we pray for the sick, the suffering, and all who stand in need.  
  For healing for all the world, we pray. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer.

Minister:  By the inner workings of your Spirit, deepen our communion with you, 
  the source and goal of our life, and strengthen our communion with one  
  another. Make us more and more signs of your enduring love. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  This we pray through Christ, who lives and works with you and the Holy  
  Spirit, one God of all mercies. 
All:  Father, hear our prayer. Amen

GLORIA PATRI*
Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION: 1 John 1:8-9
“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  
 All: Lord Jesus, I have sinned times without number, and been guilty of 

 pride and unbelief, and of neglect to seek you in my daily life. My sins 
 and shortcomings present me with a list of accusations, but I thank 
 you that they will not stand against me, for all have been laid on Christ. 
 Deliver me from every evil habit, every interest of former sins,   

 everything that dims the brightness of your grace in me, everything that  
 prevents me from taking delight in you.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Romans 6:6
“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

*Arranged by: Karl 
Digerness

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



*Words & Music: 
Jonny Robinson, Rich 
Thompson, Michael 
Farren

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Yet Not I but through Christ in Me*
1.  What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
 There is no more for heaven now to give
 He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
 My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 For my life is wholly bound to his
 Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2.  The night is dark but I am not forsaken
 For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
 I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
 For in my need, His power is displayed
 To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
 Through the deepest valley He will lead
 Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
 The future sure, the price it has been paid
 For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
 And He was raised to overthrow the grave
 To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
 Jesus now and ever is my plea
 Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4.  With every breath I long to follow Jesus
 For He has said that He will bring me home
 And day by day I know He will renew me
 Until I stand with joy before the throne
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 All the glory evermore to Him
 When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

Parents: please 
see the note in the 
inside front cover 
of the bulletin for 
insructions regarding 
City Kids in the Gym. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  THE HOUND OF HEAVEN REV. DUFF JAMES

Jonah 1:5-10
  1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their 
evil has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from 
the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship 
going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with 
them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.
  4 But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. 

  5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And 
they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for 
them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had 
lain down and was fast asleep. 6 So the captain came and said to him, 
“What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps 
the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” 
  7 And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may 
know on whose account this evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, 
and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose 
account this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And 
where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people 
are you?” 9 And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord, the 
God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then the men 
were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that you have 
done!” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the 
Lord, because he had told them.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: From the Depths of Woe*      
1.  From the depths of woe I raise to Thee 
 The voice of lamentation;
 Lord, turn a gracious ear to me
 And hear my supplication;
 If Thou iniquities dost mark,
 Our secret sins and misdeeds dark,
  O who shall stand before Thee?
  (Who shall stand before Thee?)
  O who shall stand before Thee?
  (Who shall stand before Thee?)

2.  To wash away the crimson stain, 
 Grace, grace alone availeth;
 Our works, alas! Are all in vain;
 In much the best life faileth;
 No man can glory in Thy sight, 
 All must alike confess Thy might,
  And live alone by mercy
  (Live alone by mercy)
  And live alone by mercy
  (Live alone by mercy)

3.  Therefore my trust is in the Lord, 
 And not in mine own merit;
 On Him my soul shall rest, 
 His word Upholds my fainting spirit;
 His promised mercy is my fort,
 My comfort and my sweet support;
  I wait for it with patience
  (Wait for it with patience)
  I wait for it with patience
  (Wait for it with patience)

*Words: Martin Luther 
I Music: Christopher 
Miner4.  What though I wait the live-long night, 

 And ’til the dawn appeareth,
 My heart still trusteth in His might;
 It doubteth not nor feareth;
 Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed, 
 Ye of the Spirit born indeed;
  And wait ’til God appeareth
  (Wait ’til God appeareth)
  And wait ’til God appeareth
  (Wait ’til God appeareth)

5.  Though great our sins and sore our woes   
 His grace much more aboundeth;
 His helping love no limit knows,
 Our upmost need it soundeth.
 Our Shepherd good and true is He, 
 Who will at last His Israel free
  From all their sin and sorrow
  (All their sin and sorrow)
  From all their sin and sorrow
  (All their sin and sorrow)



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words: Valley of 
Vision | Music: Sandra 
McCracken

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Grace upon Grace*
1.  In every station, new trials and new troubles
 Call for more grace than I can afford
 Where can I go but to my dear Savior
 For mercy that pours from boundless stores.

 Chorus:
  Grace upon grace, every sin repaired
  Every void restored, you will find Him there
  In every turning He will prepare you
  With grace upon grace.

2. He made a way for the fallen to rise
 Perfect in glory and sacrifice
 In sweet communion my need He supplies
 He saves and keeps and guards my life

3.  To Thee I run now with great expectation
 To honor You with trust like a child
 My hopes and desires seek a new destination
 and all that You ask Your grace will provide. 

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


