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JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“At this point, Jonah takes up the role of the 
scapegoat. The sacrifice he makes saves them. 
The sea calms down. He saves them humanly and 
materially.… Jonah is an example of the Christian 
way.… What counts is that this story is in reality the 
precise intimation of an infinitely vaster story and 
one which concerns us directly. What Jonah could 
not do, but his attitude announces, is done by Jesus 
Christ. He it is who accepts total condemnation.… 

Jonah is not Christ … but he is one of the long line 
of types of Jesus, each representing an aspect of 
what the Son of God will be in totality … [and] if 
it is true that the sacrifice of a man who takes his 
condemnation can save others around him, then this 
is far more true when the one sacrificed is the Son 
of God himself.… It is solely because of the sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ that the sacrifice of Jonah avails and 
saves.”   

— Jacques Ellul

“Heaven have mercy on us all – Presbyterians and 
pagans alike – for we are all somehow dreadfully 
cracked about the head, and sadly need mending.” 

— Herman Melville

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming called City 
Kids in the Gym for children ages 2-7. This time will include a Bible story, 
memory work, and playtime during the sermon. In order to ensure we have 
adequate volunteer coverage, members and regular attendees will need to 
register their children through the link sent via email and on Slack by noon 
each Saturday. If you are visiting this morning, we would love to have your 
children regardless of advanced registration. Please walk your children to the 
gym during the hymn just before the sermon. 

FOR REFLECTION

NOTE TO PARENTS
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             

Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed*   
1.  He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
 To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

  Chorus:  Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
   Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!

2.  He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
 To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

3.  To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
 Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. (Chorus)

4.  He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
 Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 

5.  Kings shall fall down before Him, and gold and incense bring; 
 All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing; (Chorus)

6.  The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
 His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love.

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 138
Minister:  Give thanks to the LORD with your whole heart.
All:  On the day I called, you answered me; 
   my strength of soul you increased.  

Minister:  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
All:  Thanks be to God! Let us worship him.   

HYMN OF ADORATION: The Lord Will Provide**
1.  Though troubles assail and dangers affright, 
 Though friends should all fail and foes all unite; 
 Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide, 
 The scripture assures us, the Lord will provide 

 The birds without barn or storehouse are fed, 
 From them let us learn to trust for our bread: 
 His saints, what is fitting, shall ne’er be denied, 
 So long as it’s written, the Lord will provide 

2.  We may, like the ships, by tempest be tossed 
 On perilous deeps, but cannot be lost. 
 Though Satan enrages the wind and the tide, 
 The promise engages, the Lord will provide. 

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: James 
Montgomery I Music:  
Sandra McCracken

**Words: John New-
ton | Music: Matthew 
S. Smith

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.



 His call we obey, like Abram of old, 
 Not knowing our way, but faith makes us bold; 
 For though we are strangers we have a good Guide, 
 And trust in all dangers, the Lord will provide 

3.  When Satan appears to stop up our path, 
 And fill us with fears, we triumph by faith; 
 He cannot take from us, though oft he has tried, 
 This heart-cheering promise, the Lord will provide 

 He tells us we’re weak, our hope is in vain, 
 The good that we seek we ne’er shall obtain, 
 But when such suggestions our spirits have plied, 
 This answers all questions, the Lord will provide 

4.  No strength of our own, or goodness we claim, 
 Yet since we have known the Savior’s great name; 
 In this our strong tower for safety we hide, 
 The Lord is our power, the Lord will provide 

 When life sinks apace and death is in view, 
 This word of his grace shall comfort us through: 
 No fearing or doubting with Christ on our side, 
 We hope to die shouting the Lord will provide

PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Belgic Confession, Article 26
Minister: What do you believe concerning Jesus’ love for you? 

All:  For neither in heaven nor among the creatures on earth is there anyone 
  who loves us more than Jesus Christ does.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah* 
1.  Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
 Pilgrim through this barren land.
 I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
 Hold me with Thy powerful hand. 
 Bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore; 

2.  Open now the crystal fountain, 
 Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
 Let the fire and cloudy pillar
 Lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my Strength and Shield. 

3.  When I tread the verge of Jordan,
 Bid my anxious fears subside;
 Death of deaths, and hell’s destruction, 
 Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
 Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee; 

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words: William 
Williams I Music: 
Jeremy Casella

Tag:  Land me safe on Canaan’s side
  Bid my anxious fears,
  bid my anxious fears. (2x)  
   Goodbye



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 86:5
“For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call 
upon you.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister:  God our Father, we recount from the Scriptures the old stories of your  
 saving power, yet we doubt that you are powerfully at work in our lives  
 today. We are crushed by the waves of misery, distrust, misfortune,   
 distress, anger, disease, war, broken governments, broken families, and  
 broken lives, and we wonder how we can still these waves. The pressures  
 of the world, the flesh, and the devil bring a fear into our lives we cannot  
 silence ourselves. Fear threatens to drown us, and we wonder where you  
 are and if you care.

All:  Forgive us for the littleness of our faith.
 Forgive us for our doubts.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  O Lord, when the waters rage and foam, 
All:  still the storms and grant us your peace.

Minister:  When the gift of creation becomes a burden, 
All:  still the storms and grant us your peace.

Minister:  When our fears threaten to overtake us, 
All:  still the storms and grant us your peace.

Minister:  Speak your word to the wind and to the sea. 
All:  Fill us with faith.

Minister:  Show us your presence through our storms. 
All: Fill us with hope.

Minister:  Make the joy of your peace overflow in our lives. 
All:  Fill us with love. 

Minister: Help us to place our trust in you, Lord Jesus.
All:  Help us to fix our eyes on you and to respond in faith. 
 For we ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: from Lamentations 3; Psalm 30
“This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the LORD never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness.… You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; you have loosed my 
sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, that my glory may sing your praise and not be 
silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever!” 

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



*Words & Music: 
Jill Gullahorn, Julie 
Ann Lee, & Sandra 
McCracken

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: All Your Works Are Good*
1.  The moon it marks the seasons
 The sun knows when to go down
 The ocean holds its creatures
 The river knows its bounds

2.  The birds, the trees, the cattle
 And all things great and small
 We find our place in creation
 Your hand sustains it all

3.  He makes the clouds his chariot
 He wraps himself in light
 He stretches out the heavens,
 Like a tent across the sky

4.  He knows our every burden
 When darkness veils our eyes
 He comes with spring returning,
 Bringing death to life

5.  As we labor until evening
 There’s a message on the wind
 Be still and know your maker
 Be satisfied in Him

Parents: please 
see the note in the 
inside front cover 
of the bulletin for 
insructions regarding 
City Kids in the Gym. 

Chorus: 
 All your works are good. 
 All your works are good.
 From everlasting, to everlasting. 
 All your works are good. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  AN  UNPLEASANT  SOLUTION REV. DUFF JAMES 

Jonah 1:11-17
  11 Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may 
quiet down for us?” For the sea grew more and more tempestuous. 12 
He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea 
will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that this great 
tempest has come upon you.” 13 Nevertheless, the men rowed hard 
to get back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and 
more tempestuous against them. 14 Therefore they called out to the 
Lord, “O Lord, let us not perish for this man’s life, and lay not on us 
innocent blood, for you, O Lord, have done as it pleased you.” 15 So 
they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased 
from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and they 
offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. 

17 And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah 
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: Like Thyself Beloved Lord*      
Like thyself, beloved lord 
Make us of one heart and mind 
Gentle, meek, forgiving, kind 
Lowly both in thought and word 
Like thyself beloved lord. 

One in faith, and hope, and fear, 
Let us for each other care, 
Each the other burden bear, 
Each to each by love endear, 
One in faith and hope and fear. 

With thy presence here to bless, 
Free from all that hearts divide, 
Let us thus in thee abide, 
All the depths of love express, 
All the heights of holiness.

*Words: Charles Wes-
ley, 1749; add. Thomas 
Davis, 1864 I Music: 
Nathan Poole



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words: Anonymous 
| Arranged by Isaac 
Wardell and John 
Totten © 2008 New 
Jerusalem Music

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me*
Jesus, Savior, pilot me
Over life’s tempestuous sea;
Unknown waves before me roll,
Hiding rock and treacherous shoal.
Chart and compass come from Thee;
Savior, pilot me.

Though the sea be smooth and bright,
Sparkling with the stars of night,
And my ship’s path be ablaze
With the light of halcyon days,
Still I know my need of Thee;
Savior, pilot me.

As a mother stills her child,
Thou canst hush the ocean wild;
Boisterous waves obey Thy will,
When Thou sayest to them, “Be still!”
Wondrous Sovereign of the sea,
Savior, pilot me.

When at last I near the shore,
And the fearful breakers roar
’Twixt me and the peaceful rest,
Then, while leaning on Thy breast,
May I hear Thee say to me,
“I will pilot thee.”

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


