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JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“The love of God is not a mild benevolence but a 
consuming fire.” 

— Alan Richard Griffiths

“I used to think that wrath was unworthy of God. Isn’t 
God love? Shouldn’t divine love be beyond wrath? 
God is love, and God loves every person and every 
creature. That’s exactly why God is wrathful against 
some of them. My last resistance to the idea of 
God’s wrath was a casualty of the war in the former 
Yugoslavia, the region from which I come. According to 
some estimates, 200,000 people were killed and over 
3,000,000 were displaced. My villages and cities were 
destroyed, my people shelled day in and day out, some 
of them brutalized beyond imagination, and I could 
not imagine God not being angry. Or think of Rwanda 
in the last decade of the past century, where 800,000 
people were hacked to death in one hundred days! 
How did God react to the carnage? By doting on the 
perpetrators in a grandfatherly fashion? By refusing 
to condemn the bloodbath but instead affirming the 
perpetrators’ basic goodness? Wasn’t God fiercely 
angry with them? Though I used to complain about 

the indecency of the idea of God’s wrath, I came to 
think that I would have to rebel against a God who 
wasn’t wrathful at the sight of the world’s evil. God isn’t 
wrathful in spite of being love. God is wrathful because 
God is love. He hates and is angry with evil.”    

— Miroslav Volf

“‘Wait on the Lord’ is a constant refrain in the Psalms, 
and it is a necessary word, for God often keeps us 
waiting. He is not in such a hurry as we are, and it is 
not his way to give more light on the future than we 
need for action in the present, or to guide us more 
than one step at a time. When in doubt, do nothing, 
but continue to wait on God. When action is needed, 
light will come.””    

— J.I. Packer

“Most of us were taught that God would love us if and 
when we change. In fact, God loves you so that you 
can change. What empowers change, what makes you 
desirous of change is the experience of love. It is that 
inherent experience of love that becomes the engine 
of change.” 

— Richard Rohr

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming called City 
Kids in the Gym for children ages 2-7. This time will include a Bible story, 
memory work, and playtime during the sermon. In order to ensure we have 
adequate volunteer coverage, members and regular attendees will need to 
register their children through the link sent via email and on Slack by noon 
each Saturday. If you are visiting this morning, we would love to have your 
children regardless of advanced registration. Please walk your children to the 
gym during the hymn just before the sermon. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             

Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  All Creatures of Our God and King*   
1.  All creatures of our God and King,
 Lift up your voice and with us sing,
 Alleluia! Alleluia!
 Thou burning sun with golden beam,
 Thou silver moon with softer gleam 

2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong
 Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
 O praise Him! Alleluia!
 Thou rushing morn in praise rejoice,
 Ye lights of evening find a voice 

3. Thou flowing water pure and clear
 Make music for Thy Lord to hear
 Alleluia! Alleluia!
 Thou fire so masterful and bright
 That givest man both warmth and light 

4. All ye men of tender heart
 Forgiving others take your part
 O sing ye! Alleluia!
 Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
 Praise God and on Him cast your care

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 117
Leader:  Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! 
All:  For great is his steadfast love toward us,
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
 Praise the LORD!

HYMN OF ADORATION: He Is on Our Side (Psalm 124)**
Our help has come in the Name of the Lord, 
the One who formed all the earth and the sky.
Behold! He comes to destroy the chains of death
and raise us up to life. 

O bless his name, for he has given us
everything we need to fly. 
Our broken wings, they have not hindered us. 
We have the Lord; 
He’s on our side!

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: Saint Francis 
of Assisi I Music:  
German Tune

**Words & Music: 
William Kimbrough & 
Jason Pears 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

Refrain:  O praise Him! O praise Him!
  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 46:1-3
Leader:  What do you believe concerning God the Father?
All:   I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth. 

Leader:  What do you believe concerning God the Son?
All:   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead and buried; 
  he descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Leader:  What do you believe concerning God the Spirit?
All:   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic* church, 
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen.                   *(that is, the true Christian church of all times and all places.)

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Beautiful, Scandalous Night* 
1.  Go on up to the mountain of mercy
 To the crimson perpetual tide
 Kneel down on the shore
 Be thirsty no more
 Go under and be purified

2.  Follow Christ to the Holy mountain
 Sinner, sorry and wrecked by the fall
 Cleanse your heart and your soul
 In the fountain that flows
 For you and for me and for all

Chorus: At the wonderful tragic mysterious tree
  On that beautiful scandalous night you and me
  Were atoned by His blood and forever washed white
  On that beautiful scandalous night

3.  On the hillside you will be delivered
 At the foot of the cross, justified
 And your spirit restored
 By the river that pours
 From our blessed Savior’s side 

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

**Words & Music: 
Derri Daughtery & 
Steve Hindalong 



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 124:8
“Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”  

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Leader:  Merciful God, you made us in your image 
 with a mind to know you, 
 a heart to love you, 
 and a will to serve you.

All:  But our knowledge is imperfect, 
 our love inconsistent, 
 our obedience incomplete. 
 Day by day, we fail to grow into your likeness. 
 In your tender love, forgive us, O God.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Leader:  In the wrong we have done, 
 and in the good we have not done, 
 we have sinned in ignorance; 
 we have sinned in weakness; 
 we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 

All:  We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. 
 Forgive us and renew our lives through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Isaiah 1:18
All:  “When we were overwhelmed by our sins, you forgave our   
 transgressions. Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in  
 your courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, the  
 holiness of your temple!”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



*Words & Music: 
Matt Boswell, Michael 
Bleecker, Matt Papa

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery*
Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man 
In his living, in his suffering, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e’er restrain him, praise the Lord, He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when he comes. 

Parents: please 
see the note in the 
inside front cover 
of the bulletin 
for instructions 
regarding City Kids in 
the Gym. 

Our guest preacher: Our guest preacher: Originally from New Jersey, J.R. graduated from Clemson Originally from New Jersey, J.R. graduated from Clemson 
University (where he and Duff first met) and Reformed Theological Seminary in University (where he and Duff first met) and Reformed Theological Seminary in 
Charlotte, NC. He began his tenure with Reformed University Fellowship (the campus Charlotte, NC. He began his tenure with Reformed University Fellowship (the campus 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church in America) in 1999 as the campus minister at ministry of the Presbyterian Church in America) in 1999 as the campus minister at 
Florida State University. After five years in Florida, J.R. accepted a call to begin RUF Florida State University. After five years in Florida, J.R. accepted a call to begin RUF 
at Virginia Tech, where he served for six years. In the summer of 2010, the Fosters at Virginia Tech, where he served for six years. In the summer of 2010, the Fosters 
moved to Greenville, SC in order for J.R. to begin a call as the Area Coordinator moved to Greenville, SC in order for J.R. to begin a call as the Area Coordinator 
for RUF. He has been married since 1995 to his wife, Eliza (who grew up with Duff), for RUF. He has been married since 1995 to his wife, Eliza (who grew up with Duff), 
whom he met while they were both students at Clemson. J.R. and Eliza are the proud whom he met while they were both students at Clemson. J.R. and Eliza are the proud 
parents of Ethan, Blake, and Abbey.parents of Ethan, Blake, and Abbey.



GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  IS GOD JUST? REV. JR FOSTER 

Psalm 73
1 Truly God is good to Israel,
    to those who are pure in heart.
2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled,
    my steps had nearly slipped.
3 For I was envious of the arrogant
    when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

4 For they have no pangs until death;
    their bodies are fat and sleek.
5 They are not in trouble as others are;
    they are not stricken like the rest of mankind.
6 Therefore pride is their necklace;
    violence covers them as a garment.
7 Their eyes swell out through fatness;
    their hearts overflow with follies.
8 They scoff and speak with malice;
    loftily they threaten oppression.
9 They set their mouths against the heavens,
    and their tongue struts through the earth.
10 Therefore his people turn back to them,
    and find no fault in them.
11 And they say, “How can God know?
    Is there knowledge in the Most High?”
12 Behold, these are the wicked;
    always at ease, they increase in riches.
13 All in vain have I kept my heart clean
    and washed my hands in innocence.
14 For all the day long I have been stricken
    and rebuked every morning.
15 If I had said, “I will speak thus,”
    I would have betrayed 
  the generation of your children.

16 But when I thought how to understand this,
    it seemed to me a wearisome task,
17 until I went into the sanctuary of God;
    then I discerned their end.

18 Truly you set them in slippery places;
    you make them fall to ruin.
19 How they are destroyed in a moment,
    swept away utterly by terrors!
20 Like a dream when one awakes,
    O Lord, when you rouse yourself, 
   you despise them as phantoms.
21 When my soul was embittered,
    when I was pricked in heart,
22 I was brutish and ignorant;
    I was like a beast toward you.

23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you;
    you hold my right hand.
24 You guide me with your counsel,
    and afterward you will receive me to glory.
25 Whom have I in heaven but you?
    And there is nothing on earth 
  that I desire besides you.
26 My flesh and my heart may fail,
    but God is the strength of my heart 
  and my portion forever.

27 For behold, those who are far 
  from you shall perish;
    you put an end to everyone 
  who is unfaithful to you.
28 But for me it is good to be near God;
    I have made the Lord God my refuge,
    that I may tell of all your works.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us*      
1.  How deep the Father’s love for us, 
 how vast beyond all measure
 That he should give his only son, 
 to make a wretch his treasure
 How great the pain of searing loss, 
 the Father turned his face away
 As wounds which mar the chosen one, 
 bring many sons to glory

2. Behold the man upon a cross, 
 my sin upon his shoulders
 Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
 call out among the scoffers
 It was my sin that held him there 
 until it was accomplished
 His dying breath has brought me life; 
 I know that it is finished

3. I will not boast in anything: 
 no gifts, no power, no wisdom
 But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
 his death and resurrection
 Why should I gain from his reward? 
 I cannot give an answer
 But this I know with all my heart: 
 his wounds have paid my ransom.

*Words & Music: 
Stuart Townend



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words: Kate 
Wilkinson I Music: A. 
Cyril Barham-Gould

HYMN OF RESPONSE: May the Mind of Christ, My Savior*
1.  May the mind of Christ, my Savior, 
 Live in me from day to day,
 By His love and power controlling
 All I do and say. 

2.  May the Word of God dwell richly 
 In my heart from hour to hour,
 So that all may see I triumph
 Only through His power. 

3.  May the peace of God, my Father, 
 Rule my life in everything.
 That I may be calm to comfort
 Sick and sorrowing. 

4.  May the love of Jesus fill me, 
 As the waters fill the sea;
 Him exalting, self abasing
 This is victory. 

BENEDICTION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


