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LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.

JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“Holiness is not just about avoiding certain behaviors 
but also actively loving those around us.” 

— Jay Sklar

“Truth is unchangeable. Truth is bread, nourishing 
minds, and isn’t diminished. It changes the one who 
eats; it isn’t changed into the one who eats it.”    

— St. Augustine

A prayer at a funeral service offered by the minister 
in the voice of the departed: “You who of old did 
fashion me out of nothingness, and with your image 
divine did honor me; but because of transgression of 
your commandments did return me again to the earth 
where I was taken; lead me back to be refashioned 
into that ancient beauty of your likeness. Image am 
I of your unutterable glory, though I bear the scars 
of my stumblings. Have compassion on me, the work 
of your hands, O Sovereign Lord, and cleanse me 
through your loving kindness; and the homeland of my 
heart’s desire bestow on me by making me a citizen of 
Paradise.”    

— Anonymous

“We must be convinced that there are no such things 
as ‘Christian principles.’ There is the Person of Christ, 
who is the principle of everything. But if we wish 
to be faithful to Him, we cannot dream of reducing 
Christianity to a certain number of principles (though 
this is often done), the consequences of which can be 
logically deduced. This tendency to transform the work 
of the Living God into a philosophical doctrine is the 
constant temptation of theologians, and also the faithful, 
and their greatest disloyalty when they transform the 
action of the Spirit which brings forth fruit in themselves 
into an ethic, a new law, into ‘principles’ which only have 
to be ‘applied.’ The Christian life does not spring from 
a ‘cause,’ but it moves toward an ‘end’; it is this which 
completely changes the outlook for humanity, and 
renders the Christian life different from every other 
life.”    

— Jacques Ellul

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming called City 
Kids in the Gym for children ages 2-7. This time will include a Bible story, 
memory work, and playtime during the sermon. In order to ensure we have 
adequate volunteer coverage, members and regular attendees will need to 
register their children through the link sent via email and on Slack by noon 
each Saturday. If you are visiting this morning, we would love to have your 
children regardless of advanced registration. Please walk your children to the 
gym during the hymn just before the sermon. 

FOR REFLECTION

NOTE TO PARENTS
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             

Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing*
1.  Come Thou Fount of every blessing
 Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
 Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
 Call for songs of loudest praise
 Teach me some melodious sonnet,
 Sung by flaming tongues above.
 Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
 Mount of God’s unchanging love.

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer;
 Hither by Thy help I’m come;
 And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
 Safely to arrive at home.
 Jesus sought me when a stranger,
 Wandering from the fold of God;
 He, to rescue me from danger,
 Interposed His precious blood.

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3:8
Minister:  Salvation belongs to the LORD;
All:  your blessing be on your people!

HYMN OF ADORATION: In the Name of God the Father**
1. In the name of God the Father, 

 In the name of God the Son, 
 In the name of God the Spirit, 
 One in three, and three in One; 
 In the Name which highest Angels 
 Speak not ere they veil their face, 
 Crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
 Come we to this sacred place. 

 Lo, in wondrous condescension, 
 Jesus seeks His altar-throne; 
 Though in lowly symbols hidden, 
 Faith and love His presence known. 
 When the Lord His temple visits, 
 Let the listening earth be still; 
 May the Spirit’s sweet indwelling 
 Each believing heart fulfill. 

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words:  Robert 
Robinson I Music: 
American folk tune; 
public domain.

**Words: Henry 
Allon, 1863 I Music: 
The Ironsides, 2011, 
Songs for Supper. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3.  O to grace how great a debtor
 Daily I’m constrained to be!
 Let that grace now like a fetter,
 Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
 Prone to leave the God I love;
 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
 Seal it for Thy courts above.

2.  Here, in figure represented, 
 See the passion once again; 
 Here behold the Lamb most Holy, 
 As for our redemption slain; 
 Here the Savior’s body broken, 
 Here the blood which Jesus shed, 
 Now the offer of communion, 
 Into lasting joy be led.

 Here shall highest praise be offered, 
 Here shall meekest prayer be poured, 
 Here, with body, soul, and spirit, 
 God incarnate be adored. 
 Holy Jesus, for Thy coming 
 May Thy love our hearts prepare; 
 Thine we pray would have them wholly, 
 Enter, Lord, and tarry there.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 95:3-5
All:  The Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
 In his hand are the depths of the earth;
     the heights of the mountains are his also.
 The sea is his, for he made it,
 and his hands formed the dry land.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say* 
I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one lay down, 
Your head upon My breast.’ 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
So weary, worn and sad; 
I found in Him my resting place, 
And He has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘Behold I freely give 
The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down and drink, and live.’
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
From that life-giving stream 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
‘I am this dark world’s light; 
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, 
And all thy days be bright.’ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In Him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I’ll walk 
‘Til pilgrim days are done.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words: Horatius 
Bonar I Music: Kevin 
Twitt



CALL TO CONFESSION: Ephesians 2:10
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Creator God, breathing life into our being, you gave us the gift of life. 
 You placed us on this earth with its minerals and waters, flowers and fruits,  
 living creatures of grace and beauty! You gave us the care of the earth.  
 Today you call us: “Where are you; what have you done?”

All: We hide in utter shame, for we are spiritually naked. We violate the  
 earth and plunder it; we refuse to share the earth’s resources; we seek  
 to own what is not ours, but yours. 

Minister:  O God of love, you gave us the gift of peoples — of cultures, races, and  
 colors, to love, to serve, to care for, to enjoy, and to share our lives with. 

All: Today you ask us: “Where is your brother, your sister?” 

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister: We hide ourselves in shame and fear. Poverty, hunger, hatred, and wars  
 rule the earth; the refugees, the oppressed, and the voiceless cry to you. 

All:  Forgive us, O God of love, and reconcile us to yourself and to one  
 another. Teach us, O Lord, that the earth and all its fullness are yours,  
 the world and those who dwell in it. Call us yet again to safeguard the  
 gift of live, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Ephesians 2:4-9
“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved — and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Worship Sourcebook



*Words: Isaac Watts 
| Music: Gregorian 
Chant (arr. Lowell 
Mason); Public 

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross*
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small: 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Parents: please 
see the note in the 
inside front cover 
of the bulletin 
for instructions 
regarding City Kids in 
the Gym. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT GOD REV. DUFF JAMES

Jonah 2:10 – 3:3
 2:10 And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry 
land.

3:1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that 
I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 
the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in 
breadth.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us*      
1. Before the throne of God above,
 I have a strong, a perfect plea,
 A great High Priest whose name is “Love,”
 Who ever lives and pleads for me. 
 My name is graven on His hands,
 My name is written on His heart;
 I know that while in heav’n He stands
 no tongue can bid me thence depart. 

2.  When Satan tempts me to despair, 
 and tells me of the guilt within,
 upward I look and see Him there 
 Who made an end to all my sin.
 Because the sinless Savior died, 
 my sinful soul is counted free; 
 For God, the Just, is satisfied 
 to look on Him and pardon me.

3. Behold him there! The risen Lamb, 
 my perfect, spotless Righteousness,
 the great unchangeable I AM, 
 the King of glory and of grace! 
 One with Himself I cannot die, 
 My soul is purchased by His blood;
 My life is hid with Christ on high, 
 with Christ, my Savior and my God.

Words: originally 
by Charitie Lees 
Bancroft (1841-1892);  
alternate words by 
Vikki Cook I Music: 
Vikki Cook ©1997 
Sovereign Grace 
Worship (ASCAP)



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words: Mary Bowley-
Peters alt by Matthew 
S. Smith I Music: 
Matthew S. Smith. © 
2007 Detuned Radio 
Music (ASCAP) 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: All Must Be Well*
1.  Through the love of God our Savior, 
 All will be well 
 Free and changeless is His favor, 
 All is well
 Precious is the blood that healed us
 Perfect is the grace that sealed us 
 Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us 
 All must be well 

2.  Though we pass through tribulation, 
 All will be well 
 Ours is such a full salvation, 
 All is well
 Happy still in God confiding
 Fruitful if in Christ abiding 
 Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding 
 All must be well 

3.  We expect a bright tomorrow; 
 All will be well 
 Faith can sing through days of sorrow, 
 All is well 
 On our Father’s love relying
 Jesus every need supplying 
 Yes in living or in dying 
 All must be well 

BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


