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JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“If we do not perceive our sinfulness and poverty, we 
will never know how desirable is that remedy that 
Christ has brought to us.”

— John Calvin

“Objection: ‘Surely this course of procedure can 
never be acceptable to Jesus Christ. What! Shall we 
daily come to him with our filth/guilt/sins? May he not, 
will he not, bid us keep them to ourselves? They are 
our own. Shall we be always giving sins, and taking 
righteousness? 

Answer: There is not anything that Jesus Christ is 
more delighted with, than that his saints should always 
hold communion with him as to this business of giving 
and receiving.” 

— John Owen

“God looked at his enemies and said, ‘In love, I will 
send my Son to die for them.’ What do you say about 
or to your enemies?”

— Jared Wilson

“When Jesus began teaching he made it clear that 
his new empire would be unlike any empire the world 
had ever seen. It came on a donkey’s back. Its imperial 
council was comprised of a handful of unemployed 
fishermen, a couple of IRS agents, a prostitute and 
some hangers on. Jesus demonstrated how to wield 
his imperial power by washing feet, telling stories 
and playing with kids. Jesus’ empire is based on the 
absurd values that the last should be first, losers 
are winners, and the most influential in the empire 
should clean the toilets. Members of the empire are 
instructed to love their enemies, forgive their friends, 
always give twice as much as people ask of them and 
never pursue power or position. Jesus insisted that 
those who are part of his empire shouldn’t worry 
about finances, but simply trust God. The resources 
to run this empire were basins, towels, and leftover 
lunches. This empire also developed a reputation for 
constant partying – almost always with the wrong kind 
of people.”    

— Tom Sine

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming for children 
ages 2-7. The time will include a Bible story, memory work, and playtime 
during the sermon. Please walk your children to the lobby during the hymn 
just before the sermon. In the case of inclement weather, children will remain 
in worship with the adults and a “wiggle room” will be offered where parents 
can take their children if they so desire. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             

Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  O God of Our Salvation
1.  O God of our salvation
 Who reigns upon the throne
 The sovereign Father, great is he
 From whom all blessings flow 

2.  Behold the Son our Savior
 Who for our sin was slain
 The Christ who purchased with his blood
 The wretched souls of men  

3.  O God, the Holy Spirit
 Revealing deity
 The fount of life and love divine
 Throughout eternity  

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3:8CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 138
Minister:   Give thanks to the LORD with your whole heart.
All:  On the day I called, you answered me; 
   my strength of soul you increased.  

Minister:  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
All:  Thanks be to God! Let us worship him.  

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come, O Come, Thou Holy Spirit**
1.   Come, O come Thou Holy Spirit 
 Light and life Thy grace imparts 
 Blessed Source of consolation 
 Guide our minds and fill our hearts 
 Grant my mind and my affections 
 Wisdom, counsel, purity 
 That I may be ever seeking 
 Only that which pleases Thee

2.  Savior lead us to adore Thee 
 By the true and living way 
 Then with angel hosts before Thee 
 May we worship, love and praise 
 Dwell within us, precious Spirit 
 Where Thou art no ill can come 
 Bless us now through Jesus’ merit 
 Reign in every heart and home

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music: 
Michael Bleecker and 
Matt Boswell | © 2009 
Bleecker at The Village 
(ASCAP); Dayspring 
Music, LLC 

**Words: William 
Cowper | Music: Clint 
Wells, Brian T. Murphy 
and Benj Pocta, 2007.

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

Chorus:  
O God of our salvation, 
from whom redemption comes
O Father, Son and Spirit, 
the blessed three in one

Bridge:  
Ascribe unending praises 
to the God who reigns on high
How matchless is his power, 
his glory how divine
Ascribe, oh church the greatness 
and the glory due his name

3.  Holy Spirit, strong and mighty 
 Thou who makest all things new 
 Make Thy work within me perfect 
 Help me by Thy word so true 
 In Thy faith, O make me steadfast 
 Let not Satan, death or shame 
 Of my confidence deprive me 
 Lord, my refuge is Thy name

4. When my final hour approaches 
 Let my hopes grow yet more bright 
 Let Thy love which never fails me 
 Dissipate the gloom of night 
 From that height which knows no measure 
 Fairer far than voice can tell 
 In Thy glorious courts of heaven 
 There, redeemed by Christ, to dwell



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 95:3-5
Minister: The Lord reigns! He is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed, enveloped in  
 strength. The world is firmly established; it cannot be shaken.
All:  Your throne has been established from the beginning; you are from  
 eternity.

Minister:  The floods have lifted up, Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice; the  
 floods lift up their pounding waves.
All:  Greater than the roar of a huge torrent — the mighty breakers of the  
 sea — the Lord on high is majestic. Lord, your testimonies are completely  
 reliable; holiness adorns your house for all the days to come.
 The Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
 In his hand are the depths of the earth;
     the heights of the mountains are his also.
 The sea is his, for he made it,
 and his hands formed the dry land.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Your Labor Is Not in Vain* 
Your labor is not in vain 
though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained 
Your planting and reaping are never the same 
But your labor is not in vain. 

Refrain:  For I am with you, I am with you. 
  I am with you, I am with you 
  For I have called you, 
  called you by name 
  Your labor is not in vain. 

Your labor is not unknown 
though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan. 
The place of your toil may not seem like a home 
but your labor is not unknown. 

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit 
the fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth, 
for all that is old will at last be made new: 
the vineyards you plant will bear fruit.   

The houses you labored to build 
will finally with laughter and joy be filled. 
The serpent that hurts and destroys shall be killed 
and all that is broken be healed.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

* Words & Music: 
Wendell Kimbrough, 
Paul Zach, and 
Isaac Wardell | © 
2017 Porter’s Gate 
Publishing (BMI), 



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 40:11
“As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy from me; your steadfast love and 
your faithfulness will ever preserve me.… As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord 
takes thought for me. You are my help and my deliverer.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:     Our loving God and Heavenly Father, it is your will that we should love  
 you with heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves, but  
 we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections  
 continually turn away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to  
 slavery, from compassion to indifference, from fullness to emptiness.

All:    In your compassion, and for Jesus’ sake, have mercy on us, O Lord 

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:    Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have  
 done to displease you. 

All:     Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light and walk in your ways.

Minister:  Order our lives by your word, make your commandments the joy of  
 our hearts, and fill us with your compassion. 

All:  Conform us to the image of Jesus, your loving Son, so that we may shine  
 before the world to your glory. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Romans 6:6
“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from Prone to Wander



*Words & Music: 
Eric Schumacher 
and David L. Ward 
| © 2012 Thousand 

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Not in Me*
No list of sins I have not done,
No list of virtues I pursue,
No list of those I am not like
Can earn myself a place with You.
O God, be merciful to me–
I am a sinner through and through!
My only hope of righteousness
Is not in me, but only You.

No humble dress, no fervent prayer,
No lifted hands, no tearful song,
No recitation of the truth
Can justify a single wrong.
My righteousness is Jesus’ life,
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death,
My weary load was borne by Him
And He alone can give me rest.

No separation from the world,
No work I do, no gift I give
Can cleanse my conscience, cleanse my hands;
I cannot cause my soul to live.
But Jesus died and rose again–
The power of death is overthrown!
My God is merciful to me
And merciful in Christ alone.

My righteousness is Jesus’ life,
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death,
My weary load was borne by Him
And He alone can give me rest.

Parents: If you’d like 
your kids to take 
part in our City Kids 
program, please do 
so now. You may 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
they’ll be directed to 
their class.  



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  AN EXCEEDINGLY GREAT GOD, PART 2 REV. DUFF JAMES

Jonah 2:10-3:3
 2:10 And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry 
land.

 3:1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that 
I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 
the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in 
breadth.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: Yet Not I, but through Christ in Me*      
1.  What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
 There is no more for heaven now to give
 He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
 My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 For my life is wholly bound to his
 Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2.  The night is dark but I am not forsaken
 For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
 I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
 For in my need, His power is displayed
 To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
 Through the deepest valley He will lead
 Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
 The future sure, the price it has been paid
 For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
 And He was raised to overthrow the grave
 To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
 Jesus now and ever is my plea
 Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4.  With every breath I long to follow Jesus
 For He has said that He will bring me home
 And day by day I know He will renew me
 Until I stand with joy before the throne
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 All the glory evermore to Him
 When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

*Words & Music: 
Jonny Robinson, Rich 
Thompson, Michael 
Farren



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words & Music: 
Sandra McCracken 
& Josh Moore | © 
2015 Drink Your Tea /
Joshmooreownsthis 
Music  (ASCAP)

HYMN OF RESPONSE: We Will Feast*
Chorus:  We will feast in the house of Zion
  We will sing with our hearts restored
  He has done great things, we will say together 
  We will feast and weep no more 

We will not be burned by the fire
He is the LORD our God
We are not consumed, by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up 

In the dark of night, before the dawn
My soul, be not afraid
For the promised morning, oh how long? 
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength 

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the Faithful one
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together, bring shalom.

BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


