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JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“Grace bats last.”    
— Anne Lamott

“We cannot measure divine providence by the 
yardstick of human mentality.”     

— A.J. Cronin

“It’s possible that God’s plan for us is littleness. His 
plan for us may be personal failure. It’s possible that 
when another door closes, it’s not because he plans 
to open a window but because he plans to have the 
building fall down on us. The question we must ask 
ourselves is this: Will Christ be enough?”    

— Jared C. Wilson

“If Jesus is my therapist, then he fulfills my needs as 
I define them. If Jesus is my Redeemer, he defines 
my true needs and addresses them in ways far more 
glorious than I could ever anticipate.”    

— Paul Tripp

“Steadfastness in believing does not exclude all 
[afflictions] from without. When we say a tree is firmly 
rooted, we do not say the wind never blows upon it. 
The greatest sorrow and burden you can lay on the 
Father, the greatest unkindness you can do to him is 
not to believe that he loves you.” 

— John Owen

“Through the humbling dispensations of divine 
providence, men are sometimes fitted for his 
service.” 

— John Woolman

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming called City 
Kids in the Gym for children ages 2-7. This time will include a Bible story, 
memory work, and playtime during the sermon. In order to ensure we have 
adequate volunteer coverage, members and regular attendees will need to 
register their children through the link sent via email and on Slack by noon 
each Saturday. If you are visiting this morning, we would love to have your 
children regardless of advanced registration. Please walk your children to the 
gym during the hymn just before the sermon. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             

Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Come, People of the Risen King*   
1.  Come, people of the Risen King,
 Who delight to bring Him praise;
 Come all and tune your hearts to sing
 To the Morning Star of grace.
 From the shifting shadows of the earth
 We will lift our eyes to Him,
 Where steady arms of mercy reach
 To gather children in. 

2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
 And those weeping through the night;
 Come, those who tell of battles won,
 And those struggling in the fight.
 For His perfect love will never change,
 And His mercies never cease,
 But follow us through all our days
 With the certain hope of peace. 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 67:1
Minister: May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make his face shine upon us.
All:  Let us bless our God; let the sound of his praise be heard from our lips. 
 
HYMN OF ADORATION: O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing**
1.  O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 My great Redeemer’s praise
 The glories of my God and King 
 The triumphs of His grace 

2. My gracious Master and my God 
 Assist me to proclaim
 To spread through all the earth abroad 
 The honors of Thy name 

3.  Jesus, the name that charms our fears 
 That bids our sorrows cease
 ‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears
 ‘Tis life and health and peace 

4.  He breaks the power of canceled sin 
 He sets the prisoners free
 His blood can make the foulest clean 
 His blood availed for me

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music:  
Keith & Kristyn Getty, 
Stuart Townend

**Words: Charles 
Wesley | Music: Carl 
C. Glasser, Arr. Lowell 
Mason

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3.  Come, young and old from every land -
 Men and women of the faith;
 Come, those with full or empty hands -
 Find the riches of His grace.
 Over all the world, His people sing -
 Shore to shore we hear them call
 The Truth that cries through every age:
 “Our God is all in all”

 Refrain:
  Rejoice, Rejoice! 
  Let every tongue rejoice! 
  One heart, one voice; 
  O Church of Christ, rejoice!



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 46:1-3
Minister:  People of God, what do you believe concerning God? 

All:  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
  though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
  though its waters roar and foam,   
  though the mountains tremble at its swelling

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul* 
1.  Dear refuge of my weary soul, 
 On Thee, when sorrows rise 
 On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
 My fainting hope relies 
 To Thee I tell each rising grief, 
 For Thou alone canst heal 
 Thy Word can bring a sweet relief, 
 For every pain I feel

2.  But oh! When gloomy doubts prevail, 
 I fear to call Thee mine 
 The springs of comfort seem to fail, 
 And all my hopes decline 
 Yet gracious God, where shall I flee? 
 Thou art my only trust 
 And still my soul would cleave to Thee 
 Though prostrate in the dust

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Minister:  Bound together in Christ and His Spirit, 
  let’s pray with one heart and mind to our God. 
  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer.  

Minister:  That the love that passes ceaselessly between the Father and the Son in  
  the fellowship of the Holy Spirit may renew and deepen the life of each  
  Christian and draw us all gathered here into your unending life, we pray. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer. 

Minister:  For the leaders of City Church and for the leaders of this nation, that we  
  may discern ways to overcome divisions and mistrust and may reflect your  
  unity in every aspect of common life, we pray. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words: Anne Steele 
I Music: Kevin Twit

3.  Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face, 
 And shall I seek in vain? 
 And can the ear of sovereign grace, 
 Be deaf when I complain? 
 No still the ear of sovereign grace, 
 Attends the mourner’s prayer 
 Oh may I ever find access, 
 To breathe my sorrows there

4.  Thy mercy seat is open still, 
 Here let my soul retreat 
 With humble hope attend Thy will, 
 And wait beneath Thy feet, 
 Thy mercy seat is open still, 
 Here let my soul retreat 
 With humble hope attend Thy will, 
 And wait beneath Thy feet



Minister:  For our families, our households, and our communities, that they may 
  be places of communion and mutual support, which build us up and  
  strengthen us in grace and truth, we pray. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer.

Minister:  In the power of the Spirit, who joins our prayers to Christ’s enduring  
  intercession, we pray for the sick, the suffering, and all who stand in need.  
  For healing for all the world, we pray. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  hear our prayer.

Minister:  By the inner workings of your Spirit, deepen our communion with you, 
  the source and goal of our life, and strengthen our communion with one  
  another. Make us more and more signs of your enduring love. 
  (please pray silently for this need)
Minister:  This we pray through Christ, who lives and works with you and the Holy  
  Spirit, one God of all mercies. 
All:  Father, hear our prayer. Amen

GLORIA PATRI*
Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION: Isaiah 71:3
“Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you have given the 
command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.”  

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister:  Make confession to God, and let everyone acknowledge their sins against  

 God and their neighbor. 
 Father in heaven, you call us to walk in your light, 
All: yet at times we have been half-hearted in our response. 

Minister:  You call us to walk in your light and confess our sins, 
All:  yet at times we choose the darkness of keeping them hidden.

Minister:  You call us to walk in your light and believe the good news of the gospel, 
All:  yet at times we choose the darkness of being plagued by guilt. 

Minister:  You call us to walk in your light and obey your commandments,
All:  yet at times we choose the darkness of rebellion. 

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.



*Words: William 
Cowper (alt Twit) I  
Music: Kevin Twit and 
Lucas Morton

Minister:  Have mercy on us, O Lord. Persuade us of your mercy.
All:  Convince us of your forgiveness, and cause us to walk in your ways. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Psalm 65:3-4
“When we were overwhelmed by our sins, you forgave our transgressions. Blessed is 
the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with 
the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple!”

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Heal Us, Emmanuel*
Chorus: 
 Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are 
 We long to feel Thy touch 
 Deep wounded souls to Thee we fly 
 O Savior hear our cry

Our faith is feeble, we confess 
We faintly trust Thy word 
But will You pity us the less? 
Be that far from You Lord!

Remember him who once applied 
With trembling for relief 
“Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried 
“O help my unbelief!”

She, too, who touched you in the press 
And healing virtue stole 
Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace 
Thy faith has made thee whole.”

Like her, with hopes and fears we come 
To touch You if we may 
O send us not despairing home 
Send none unhealed away

Parents: please 
see the note in the 
inside front cover 
of the bulletin 
for instructions 
regarding City Kids in 
the Gym. 

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  MESSY GRACE REV. DUFF JAMES

Jonah 1:17-2:10
 17 And the Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

2:1 Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, 2 saying,

“I called out to the Lord, out of my distress,
    and he answered me;
out of the belly of Sheol I cried,
    and you heard my voice.
3 For you cast me into the deep,
    into the heart of the seas,
    and the flood surrounded me;
all your waves and your billows
    passed over me.
4 Then I said, ‘I am driven away
    from your sight;
yet I shall again look
    upon your holy temple.’
5 The waters closed in over me to take my life;
    the deep surrounded me;
weeds were wrapped about my head
6     at the roots of the mountains.
I went down to the land
    whose bars closed upon me forever;
yet you brought up my life from the pit,
    O Lord my God.
7 When my life was fainting away,
    I remembered the Lord,
and my prayer came to you,
    into your holy temple.
8 Those who pay regard to vain idols
    forsake their hope of steadfast love.
9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving
    will sacrifice to you;
what I have vowed I will pay.
    Salvation belongs to the Lord!”

10 And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: King of Love*      
1.  The King of Love my Shepherd is
 Whose goodness faileth never
 I nothing lack if I am His 
 And He is mine forever

2.  Where streams of living water flow
 My ransomed soul He leadeth
 And where the verdant pastures grow
 With food celestial feedeth 

Chorus: 
 Never failing, Ruler of my heart
 Everlasting, Lover of my soul
 On the mountain high or in the valley low
 The King of Love my Shepherd is

3.  Lost and foolish off I strayed
 But yet in love He sought me
 And on His shoulder gently laid
 And home rejoicing brought me

4.  In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
 With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
 Thy rod and staff my comfort still
 Thy cross before to guide me.  (Chorus)

 Bridge:  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

5. And so through all the length of days
 Thy goodness faileth never
 Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise
 Within Your house forever

*Words: HW Baker I 
Music: Adam Palmer/
Jonathan Smith/Mat-
thew Hein/Stephanie 
Kulla/Stuart Garaged



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words: John Wilbur 
Chapman I Music: 
Rowland Pritchard

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners*
1.  Jesus! What a friend for sinners! 
 Jesus! Lover of my soul;
 Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
 He, my Savior, makes me whole.

2.  Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
 Let me hide myself in Him.
 Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, 
 He, my strength, my victory wins.

3.  Jesus! What a help in sorrow! 
 While the billows o’er me roll, 
 Even when my heart is breaking, 
 He, my comfort, helps my soul.

4.  Jesus! I do now receive Him, 
 More than all in Him I find.
 He hath granted me forgiveness, 
 I am His, and He is mine.

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

Chorus:  Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
  Hallelujah! What a friend! 
  Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
  He is with me to the end.



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


