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JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“The divine benevolence is such that he will not 
cease until something of his beauty is on display in his 
people.”  

 — Jack Collins

“Disobedience is slavery. But Christ’s lordship frees 
us from bondage to what harms us, and frees us to be 
the people we have been created to be.” 

— Michael Williams

“I do not understand the mystery of grace – only 
that it meets us where we are and does not leave us 
where it found us.” 

— Anne Lamott

“You should always recognize the difference between 
what you see Jesus to be and what He has done for 
you. If you see only what He has done for you, your 
God is not big enough. But if you have had a vision, 
seeing Jesus as He really is, experiences can come 
and go, yet you will endure ‘as seeing Him who is 
invisible’ (Hebrews 11:27). The man who was blind 
from birth did not know who Jesus was until Christ 
appeared and revealed Himself to him. Jesus appears 
to those for whom He has done something, but we 
cannot order or predict when He will come. He may 
appear suddenly, at any turn. Then you can exclaim, 
‘Now I see Him!’ Jesus must appear to you and to 
your friend individually; no one can see Jesus with 
your eyes. And division takes place when one has 
seen Him and the other has not. You cannot bring 
your friend to the point of seeing; God must do it.”  

 — Oswald Chambers

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming for children 
ages 2-7. The time will include a Bible story, memory work, and playtime 
during the sermon. Please walk your children to the lobby during the hymn 
just before the sermon. In the case of inclement weather, children will remain 
in worship with the adults and a “wiggle room” will be offered where parents 
can take their children if they so desire. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Praise to the Lord, The Almighty*
1. Praise to the Lord, The Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise Him, For He is thy health and salvation! 
 All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
 Praise Him in glad adoration.

2. Praise to the Lord, Who over all things so wondrously reigneth, 
 Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
 Hast thou not seen how all your longings have been 
 Granted in what He ordaineth?

3. Praise to the Lord, Who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 
 Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
 If with His love He befriend thee.

4. Praise to the Lord, Oh let all that is in me adore Him! 
 All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 
 Let the Amen sound from His people again, 
 Gladly for aye we adore Him.

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3:8CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 12:2 CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 67:1
Minister: May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make his face shine upon us.
All:  Let us bless our God; let the sound of his praise be heard from our lips. 

HYMN OF ADORATION: O God beyond All Praising**
1.  O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder at every gift you send, 
 at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
 we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 

2. The flower of earthly splendor in time must surely die, 
 its fragile bloom surrender to you the Lord most high; 
 but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown. 
 Though small in mortal stature, to heaven’s garden grown: 
 for Christ the Man from heaven from death has set us free, 
 and we through him are given the final victory!

3.  Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
 that we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 
 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
 we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words:  Joachim 
Neander I Music: 
17th century Ger-
man tune 

**Words: Michael 
Perry,  I Music:  
Gustav Holst, The 
Planets, 1918; Word 
© 1982 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Psalm 18
All:  The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer,
 my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge,
 my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Almighty God* 
1.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 Search and know our thoughts and anxious fears
 Wash us in the fountain of your mercy
 Come with your light, we cannot hide from you.

2.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 With gratitude we raise our song to You
 Come and fill the praises of your people
 In grace and truth, you make us new again.  

3.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 We long for more than what this world provides
 No shallow spring will ever satisfy us
 But your river deep, floods over everything.

4.  Almighty God to you all hearts are open
 You take away our sickness and our sin
 Oh Lamb of God we gather at your table
 In bread and wine, you have supplied our needs. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE**
Minister: God of compassion, we remember before you the poor and afflicted, the  
 sick and the dying, prisoners and all who are lonely, the victims of war,  
 injustice, and inhumanity, and all others who suffer from whatever their  
 sufferings may be called. 
  (Please pray silently for this need.)

Minister: O Lord of providence, holding the destiny of the nations in your hand, we  
 pray for our country. Inspire the hearts and minds of our leaders that they,  
 together with all our nation, may first seek your kingdom and righteousness  
 so that order, liberty, and peace may dwell with your people. We pray for all  
 nations and peoples. Take away the mistrust and lack of understanding that  
 divides us. 
 (Please pray silently for this need.)

Minister: O Savior God, look favorably on your church in its struggle on the earth.  
 Have mercy on it in its weakness, bring to an end its unhappy divisions,  
 and scatter its fears. Look also on the ministry of your church. Increase its  
 courage, strengthen its faith, and inspire its witness to all people, even to  
 the ends of the earth. 
 (Please pray silently for this need.)

Minister:  God of all mercies: 
All:  Hear our prayers, in Jesus’ name. Amen

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

* Words & Music: All 
Sons & Daughters

Chorus: Hallelujah (3x)

** from The Worship 
Sourcebook



GLORIA PATRI*
Glory be to the Father, glory be to the Son,
Glory be to the Spirit, Three in One.
As it was in the beginning it will be forever. Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION: Isaiah 71:3
“Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you have given the 
command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.”  

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Almighty God, we confess that although we’re willing to say that “Jesus is  
 King,” we often fail to bow our knees before him. Instead, we grant our  
 allegiance to the relationships and material goods of this world.
All:  In your mercy, hear our prayer of confession.

Minister: You have raised Jesus from the grave and crowned him Lord of all.
All:  We confess that we have often failed to bow before him or   
 acknowledge his rule in our lives. We have gone along with the way of  
 the world and failed to give him glory. Forgive us and raise us from sin,  
 that we may be your faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord  
 Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head of the church, his body.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Breathe in us, O Holy Spirit, that our thoughts may all be holy. 
 Act in us that our works, too, may be holy. 
All:  Work in us that we may love only what is holy. 

 Strengthen us to defend all that is holy; 
 guard us, then, that we always may be holy. 

Minister:  Grant us the humility to bow before you, the Ruler of all nations, so that we  
 may be loyal servants in your kingdom.
All:  Through your son, the King of kings and Lord of lords, Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: Colossians 1:13-14
Through the crucified body and blood of Christ the King, we have been given a pardon 
from God:

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



*Words: Joseph 
Swain (alt. Kevin 
Twit) I Music: Kevin 
Twit

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Come Ye Souls by Sin Afflicted*
Come ye souls by, sin afflicted,
Bowed with fruitless sorrow down;
By the broken law convicted,
Through the cross, behold the crown;
Look to Jesus; look to Jesus; look to Jesus; 
Mercy flows through Him alone.

Take His easy yoke and wear it;
Love will make your obedience sweet;
Christ will give you strength to bear it,
While His grace shall guide your feet
Safe to glory, safe to glory, safe to glory, 
Where His ransomed captives meet.

Blessed are the eyes that see Him,
Blest the ears that hear His voice;
Blessed are the souls that trust Him,
And in Him, alone rejoice;
His commandments, His commandments, His commandments 
Then become their happy choice.

Sweet as home to pilgrims weary,
Light to newly opened eyes,
Like full springs in deserts dreary,
Is the rest, the cross supplies;
All who taste it, all who taste it, all who taste it 
Shall to rest immortal rise.

Parents: If you’d like 
your kids to take 
part in our City Kids 
program, please do 
so now. You may 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
they’ll be directed to 
their class.  



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  AN EXCEEDINGLY GRUMPY PROPHET REV. DUFF JAMES

Jonah 4:1-5
  1 But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2 And he prayed 
to the Lord and said, “O Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet in my 
country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are 
a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
and relenting from disaster. 3 Therefore now, O Lord, please take my life from 
me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Do you do 
well to be angry?”

  5 Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a 
booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what 
would become of the city. 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: The Power of the Cross*      
Oh, to see the dawn
Of the darkest day:
Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men,
Torn and beaten, then
Nailed to a cross of wood. 

 Chorus:  
  This, the pow’r of the cross:
  Christ became sin for us;
  Took the blame, bore the wrath
  We stand forgiven at the cross.

Oh, to see the pain
Written on Your face,
Bearing the awesome weight of sin.
Ev’ry bitter thought,
Ev’ry evil deed
Crowning Your bloodstained brow.

Now the daylight flees;
Now the ground beneath
Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two,
Dead are raised to life;
”Finished!” the vict’ry cry. 

Oh, to see my name
Written in the wounds,
For through Your suffering I am free.
Death is crushed to death;
Life is mine to live,
Won through Your selfless love. 

 Final Chorus: 
  This, the pow’r of the cross:
  Son of God—slain for us.
  What a love! What a cost! 
  We stand forgiven at the cross.

*Words & Music: 
Keith Getty, Stuart 
Townend



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal for 
Christians. City Church 
welcomes and invites 
all Christians who 
are willing to forsake 
their sin and trust 
in Jesus Christ for 
salvation, who are at 
peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words: Venantius 
Fortunatus | Music: 
William Moore (Arr. 
Benedict/Bradham) 
©2006 Cardiphonia 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Praise the Savior Now and Ever*
1.  Praise the Savior now and ever; 
 praise him, all beneath the skies; 
 Prostrate lying suff’ring, dying 
 on the cross, a sacrifice. 
 Vict’ry gaining life obtaining 
 now in glory he doth rise. 

2.  Man’s work faileth, Christ’s availeth; 
 he is all our righteousness; 
 He, our Savior, has forever 
 set us free from dire distress. 
 Through his merit we inherit 
 light and peace and happiness. 

3. Sin’s bond severed, we’re delivered; 
 Christ has bruised the serpent’s head; 
 Death no longer is the stronger 
 hell itself is captive led. 
 Christ has risen from death’s prison; 
 o’er the tomb he light has shed.

4.  For his favor, praise forever 
 unto God the Father sing; 
 Praise the Savior, praise him ever, 
 Son of God, our Lord and King. 
 Praise the Spirit; through Christ’s merit 
 he doth us salvation bring.

BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Elders
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 

Staff
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Ellen-Anne Harboe :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


