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JONAH  AND  THE  PURSUIT  OF  GOD



“There is a great difference between successfulness 
and fruitfulness.” 

— Henri Nouwen

“One of the reasons Christianity is so profound and 
life changing is because trust and safety are restored. 
God takes us from something tragic and brings us to 
himself. That’s the deep change we’re seeking.” 

— Paul Loosemore

“When we lay the soil of our hard lives open to the 
rain of grace and let joy penetrate our cracked and 
dry places, let joy soak into our broken skin and deep 
crevices, life grows. How can this not be the best 
thing for the world? For us?” 

— Ann Voskamp

“In Calvin’s theology, the Holy Spirit’s primary and 
most difficult work is to persuade believers to act like 
children, to pray like children, to help them delight in 
the Fatherhood of God — to use a rather apt cliche — 
to BE, long before they begin to do.” 

— Julie Canlis

“For what [the Bible] teaches us about ourselves is all 
to the effect that we are not righteous, that we have 
no means of justifying ourselves, that we have … no 
right to condemn others and be in the right against 
them, and that … only a gracious act of God … can 
save us. That is what Scripture teaches us, and if we 
stick to this, reading the Bible is useful and healthy 
and brings forth fruit in us.”  

 — Jacques Ellul

“To take up your cross means … subjecting yourself 
to shame, to the howling, hostile mob. Disciples stake 
their lives on their confession that [Jesus] is the 
Messiah and follow him on the way to suffering.… We 
have only found Christ when we are more concerned 
about others’ suffering than our own.” 

— David Garland

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming for children 
ages 2-7. The time will include a Bible story, memory work, and playtime 
during the sermon. Please walk your children to the lobby during the hymn 
just before the sermon. In the case of inclement weather, children will remain 
in worship with the adults and a “wiggle room” will be offered where parents 
can take their children if they so desire. 
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NOTE TO PARENTS
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Come, People of the Risen King*
1.  Come, people of the Risen King,
 Who delight to bring Him praise;
 Come all and tune your hearts to sing
 To the Morning Star of grace.
 From the shifting shadows of the earth
 We will lift our eyes to Him,
 Where steady arms of mercy reach
 To gather children in. 

2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
 And those weeping through the night;
 Come, those who tell of battles won,
 And those struggling in the fight.
 For His perfect love will never change,
 And His mercies never cease,
 But follow us through all our days
 With the certain hope of peace. 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 118:24
Minister:  This is the day that the Lord has made;
All:  let us rejoice and be glad in it.

HYMN OF ADORATION: In the Name of God the Father**
1. In the name of God the Father, 

 In the name of God the Son, 
 In the name of God the Spirit, 
 One in three, and three in One; 
 In the Name which highest Angels 
 Speak not ere they veil their face, 
 Crying, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
 Come we to this sacred place. 

 Lo, in wondrous condescension, 
 Jesus seeks His altar-throne; 
 Though in lowly symbols hidden, 
 Faith and love His presence known. 
 When the Lord His temple visits, 
 Let the listening earth be still; 
 May the Spirit’s sweet indwelling 
 Each believing heart fulfill. 

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music:  
Keith & Kristyn Getty, 
Stuart Townend

**Words: Henry 
Allon, 1863 I Music: 
The Ironsides, 2011, 
Songs for Supper. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3.  Come, young and old from every land -
 Men and women of the faith;
 Come, those with full or empty hands -
 Find the riches of His grace.
 Over all the world, His people sing -
 Shore to shore we hear them call
 The Truth that cries through every age:
 “Our God is all in all”

 Refrain:
  Rejoice, Rejoice! 
  Let every tongue rejoice! 
  One heart, one voice; 
  O Church of Christ, rejoice!

2.  Here, in figure represented, 
 See the passion once again; 
 Here behold the Lamb most Holy, 
 As for our redemption slain; 
 Here the Savior’s body broken, 
 Here the blood which Jesus shed, 
 Now the offer of communion, 
 Into lasting joy be led.

 Here shall highest praise be offered, 
 Here shall meekest prayer be poured, 
 Here, with body, soul, and spirit, 
 God incarnate be adored. 
 Holy Jesus, for Thy coming 
 May Thy love our hearts prepare; 
 Thine we pray would have them wholly, 
 Enter, Lord, and tarry there.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Colossians 1:13-18
Minister:  He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the  
 kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness  
 of sins.

All:  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by  
 him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and   
 invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things  
 were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in  
 him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church.  

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Doxology (Jude 23 & 24)* 
To Him who is able,
To keep you from falling
To Him, to Him, to Him
To Him, to Him, to Him. 

ORDINATION & INSTALLATION OF ELDERS
 Presented for Ordination & Installation:  David Fleming & John Hopple
 Presented for Installation:    León Olguin

Questions for Ordination & Installation: 

(1)  Do you believe in one God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – and do you confess anew  
 the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, and acknowledge Him Head over all  
 things for the Church, which is His Body?

(2)  Do you reaffirm your belief in the Bible, the Scriptures of the Old and New  
 Testaments as the Word of the living God, the only perfect rule of faith and  
 practice, infallible in all that it teaches, and inerrant in the original manuscripts, and  
 to which nothing is to be added and from which nothing is to be taken at any time or  
 upon any pretext?

(3)  Do you accept the doctrines of this Church, contained in the Westminster   
 Confession of Faith and Catechisms, as founded on the Word of God and as the  
 expression of your own faith and do you resolve to adhere thereto?

(4)  Do you accept the government, discipline, and worship of the Associate Reformed  
 Presbyterian Church?

(5)  Do you accept the office of elder in this congregation; and do you promise  to  
 perform faithfully all the duties of the office; and do you promise to endeavor by  
 the grace of God to live your life in Christian witness before the church and in the  
 world?

(6)  Do you promise to submit in the spirit of love to the authority of the Session and  
 to the higher courts of the Church?

(7)  Do you promise in all things to promote the unity, peace, purity, and prosperity of  
 the Church?

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

* Music: Sandra 
McCracken

We are standing in His presence
With our garments clean and white
All glory, honor, power, majesty
To Jesus Christ.



Question for the Congregation: 
 Do you, the members of this congregation, acknowledge and receive these   
 fellow members as elders, and do you promise to give them all the honor,   
 obedience, encouragement, and assistance in the spirit of love to which their  
 office, according to the Word of God and the Standards of this Church, grants 
 them?

Prayer of Ordination

Minister:  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of the Church, I now  
  declare you duly ordained and installed in the office of elder.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Establish the Work of Our Hands*
If You don’t build it, we labor in vain, 
Without Your Spirit, we stand with no strength. 
I know my life is passing away, 
but the works of Your hands 
are what will remain. 
Let the favor of the Lord rest upon us. 

 Refrain: 
  O Lord, establish the work of our hands! 
  O Lord, establish the work of our hands!  

Teach us to number the length of our days, 
Pour out Your power, we’ll pour out Your praise. 
Teach us to run, to finish the race, 
for only what’s done in love will remain. 
Let the favor of the Lord 
rest upon us.                       (Alleluia)

CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 9:1
“I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister: Lord, we confess that we have often, either consciously or unconsciously:  
  failed to be an instrument of your peace and sown hatred instead of love, 
   caused injury to others while failing to pardon injury done to us, 
  doubted your call to show others the same grace, love, and compassion  
   we demand for ourselves, 
  perpetuated language and acts that cause despair in others, 
  crushed the hope of our neighbors, 
  spread darkness rather than light, 
  brought sadness to others instead of joy. 

All: Lord, forgive us.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

* Words & 
Music: Aaron 
Keyes, Orlando 
Palmer, Madison 
Cunningham, Liz 
Vice, Paul Zach, and 
Isaac Wardell



**Words & Music: 
Ada Habershon, 
Matthew Merker

Minister*: “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 
All:  where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
  where there is injury, pardon; 
  where there is doubt, faith; 
  where there is despair, hope; 
  where there is darkness, light; 
  and where there is sadness, joy. 

Minister: Grant that I may not so much seek
All:  to be consoled as to console;  
  to be understood, as to understand; 
  to be loved, as to love; 
  for it is in giving that we receive, 
  it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
  and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.” 
 Lord, may it be so. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: 1 Timothy 1:15
“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners”

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: He Will Hold Me Fast**
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path;
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.

Chorus: 
 He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast,
 for my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last.
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last!

Parents: If you’d like 
your kids to take 
part in our City Kids 
program, please do 
so now. You may 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
they’ll be directed to 
their class.  

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*a prayer attributed 
to St. Francis of 
Assisi



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  AN EXCEEDINGLY SELF-CENTERED PROPHET REV. DUFF JAMES

Jonah 4:4-10
  4 And the Lord said, “Do you do well to be angry?”5 Jonah went out of the 
city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat 
under it in the shade, till he should see what would become of the city. 

  6 Now the Lord God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah, 
that it might be a shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort. So 
Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. 7 But when dawn came 
up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it 
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the 
sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that 
he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 But God said to 
Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well 
to be angry, angry enough to die.” 10 And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, 
for which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being 
in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great 
city, in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their 
right hand from their left, and also much cattle?”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



COMMUNION SONG: He’s on Our Side (Psalm 124)*      
Our help has come in the Name of the Lord, 
the One who formed all the earth and the sky.
Behold! He comes to destroy the chains of death
and raise us up to life. 

O bless his name, for he has given us
everything we need to fly. 
Our broken wings, they have not hindered us. 
We have the Lord; 
He’s on our side!

*Words & Music: 
William Kimbrough & 
Jason Pears 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



*Words: Venantius 
Fortunatus | Music: 
William Moore (Arr. 
Benedict/Bradham) 
©2006 Cardiphonia 

HYMN OF RESPONSE: When He Comes*
1.  When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall see the Lord in glory when He comes 
 As I read the gospel story 
 We shall see the Lord in glory 
 We shall see the Lord in glory when he comes 

2.  When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
 See the Lord by saints surrounded 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded when He comes 

3.  With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
 With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
 We shall hear the trumpet sounded 
 See the Lord by saints surrounded 
 With the Alleluias ringing to the sky

4.  When He comes, when He comes 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 
 When He calls His own to greet Him 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him 
 We shall all rise up to meet Him when He comes 

5.  With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
  With the alleluias ringing to the sky 
  When He calls His own to greet Him 
  We shall all rise up to meet Him 
  With the alleluias ringing to the sky

BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 



WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.  

NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com)
 David Fleming (davidbfleming@hotmail.com)
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org)
 León Olguin (leonolguin58@att.net)
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguin :: Guitar/Vocals
 Leon Olguin :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


