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LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.

–  PSALMS OF ASCENT –
THE PILGRIMS’ SONGBOOK



“If all of life is a gift from God, it means that all of life 
is meant to be offered back to God in gratitude and 
worship.”

— David Gibson

“As Christians, we believe it is important that we 
worship corporately, for God has made us his family, 
and corporate worship is a family meeting with God.”

— Matt Merker

“Our churches often reflect and emulate their 
cultures rather than challenge them. We have opted 
for being a mirror rather than a light.”

— Jared C. Wilson

“I am so afraid of being disliked, blamed, put aside, 
passed over, ignored, persecuted, and killed, that I 
am constantly developing strategies to defend myself 
and thereby assure myself of the love I think I need 
and deserve.”

— Henri Nouwen

“At the root of all sin is unbelief in the word and worth 
of God. So then, it’s not enough to embrace behavior 
modification if we are unwilling or unable to deal with 
the underlying reasons we sin in the ways we do.”

— Jackie Hill Perry

“The more we get what we now call ‘ourselves’ out of 
the way and let [Jesus] take us over, the more truly 
ourselves we become … I am not, in my natural state, 
nearly so much of a person as I like to believe: most 
of what I call ‘me’ can be very easily explained. It is 
when I turn to Christ, when I give myself up to his 
personality, that I first begin to have a real personality 
of my own. ”

— C.S. Lewis

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming for children 
ages 2-7. The time will include a Bible story, memory work, and playtime 
during the sermon. Please walk your child(ren) to the lobby during the hymn 
just before the sermon. In the case of inclement weather, children will remain 
in worship with the adults and a “wiggle room” will be offered where parents 
can take their children if they so desire. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken*
1.  Glorious things of thee are spoken,
 Zion, city of our God;
 He, Whose word cannot be broken,
 Formed thee for His own abode
 On the Rock of Ages founded,
 What can shake thy sure repose?
 With salvation’s walls surrounded,
 Thou mayst smile at all thy foes. 

2.  See the streams of living waters, 
 Springing from eternal love. 
 Well supplies Thy sons and daughters, 
 And all fears of want removes.
 Who can faint while such a river 
 Ever flows their thirst to quench? 
 Grace which like the Lord, the giver, 
 Never fails from age to age.

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3:8CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 12:2 
Minister:   Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid,

All:  for the LORD God is my strength and my song, 
   and he has become my salvation. 

HYMN OF ADORATION: Come Thou Fount**
1.  Come Thou Fount of every blessing
 Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
 Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
 Call for songs of loudest praise
 Teach me some melodious sonnet,
 Sung by flaming tongues above.
 Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it,
 Mount of God’s unchanging love.

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer;
 Hither by Thy help I’m come;
 And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
 Safely to arrive at home.
 Jesus sought me when a stranger,
 Wandering from the fold of God;
 He, to rescue me from danger,
 Interposed His precious blood.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: John New-
ton I Music:  Franz 
Josef Haydn

**Words: Henry 
Allon, 1863 I Music: 
The Ironsides, 2011, 
Songs for Supper. 

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3.  Blessed inhabitants of Zion, 
 Washed in the Redeemer’s blood; 
 Jesus, Whom their souls rely on, 
 Makes them kings and priests to God 
 ’Tis His love His people raises,
 Over self to reign as kings 
 And as priests His solemn praises 
 Each for a thank offering bring.

4.  Savior, if of Zion’s city, 
 I, through grace, a member am, 
 Let the world deride or pity, 
 I will glory in Thy Name 
 Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
 All his boasted pomp and show 
 Solid joys and lasting treasures 
 None but Zion’s children know.

3.  O to grace how great a debtor
 Daily I’m constrained to be!
 Let that grace now like a fetter,
 Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
 Prone to leave the God I love;
 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
 Seal it for Thy courts above.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Psalm 139
Minister:  If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” 

All:   even the darkness is not dark to you; 
  the night is bright as the day, 
  for darkness is as light with you.

 HYMN OF RESPONSE: Drive out The Darkness* 
Every year under the thorn
Every wrong that we have known
Every valley will be raised
Ancient ruins will be remains

 Chorus: 
  Come, O Come
  Be our light
  Drive out the darkness
  Come, Jesus, come

Every weapon made for war
Every gun and every sword
Will be melted in the flame
To be used for gardening  

In the emptiness of grief
Through the night of suffering
In the loss and in the tears
God of comfort, O be near

 Final Chorus:  
  Come, O Come
  Be our light
  Drive out the darkness (2x)

  Come, and end all the violence
  Come, do not be silent
  Come, cling to your promise
  Come, break all injustice
  Come, Jesus, come

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words & Music: 
Latifah Alattas, Paul 
Zach  I  Porter’s 
Gate



CALL TO CONFESSION: Ephesians 2:10
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Minister:  Creator God, breathing life into our being, you gave us the gift of life. 
 You placed us on this earth with its minerals and waters, flowers and fruits,  
 living creatures of grace and beauty! You gave us the care of the earth.  
 Today you call us: “Where are you; what have you done?”

All: We hide in utter shame, for we are spiritually naked. We violate the  
 earth and plunder it; we refuse to share the earth’s resources; we seek  
 to own what is not ours, but yours. 

Minister:  O God of love, you gave us the gift of peoples — of cultures, races, and  
 colors, to love, to serve, to care for, to enjoy, and to share our lives with. 

All: Today you ask us: “Where is your brother, your sister?” 

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister: We hide ourselves in shame and fear. Poverty, hunger, hatred, and wars  
 rule the earth; the refugees, the oppressed, and the voiceless cry to you. 

All:  Forgive us, O God of love, and reconcile us to yourself and to one  
 another. Teach us, O Lord, that the earth and all its fullness are yours,  
 the world and those who dwell in it. Call us yet again to safeguard the  
 gift of live, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Ephesians 2:4-9
“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved — and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace 
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Worship 
Sourcebook



*Words & Music: 
Matt Boswell, Michael 
Bleecker, Matt Papa

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Come Behold the Wondrous*
Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity 
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, he the perfect Son of Man 
In his living, in his suffering, never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold.

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e’er restrain him, praise the Lord, He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when he comes. 

Parents: If you’d like 
your kids to take 
part in our City Kids 
program, please do 
so now. You may 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
they’ll be directed to 
their class.  



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  A SONG OF HOPE REV. DUFF JAMES

Psalm 121 A Song of Ascents
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills.

    From where does my help come?

2 My help comes from the Lord,

    who made heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot be moved;

    he who keeps you will not slumber.

4 Behold, he who keeps Israel

    will neither slumber nor sleep.

5 The Lord is your keeper;

    the Lord is your shade on your right hand.

6 The sun shall not strike you by day,

    nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;

    he will keep your life.

8 The Lord will keep

    your going out and your coming in

    from this time forth and forevermore.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION SONG: Is Not Christ the Anthem Sweet*      
Is not Christ the anthem sweet 
of every sinner’s song 
It is weakness calling out 
It is calling on the one it loves 

How his mercy knows no bounds 
How relentless is his love 
He is like a captor come 
With full and able arms 

What an anthem sweet 
Is the Savior’s name to me 
In the darkness of the night 
My brother, friend and guide 
O’ the precious love of Christ 

Let his voice come softly fall 
On this frail and empty heart 
And I am bank and brimming full 
He has overpaid his love 

See his garments turn so white 
See the world becoming dim 
You can hide yourself inside 
His resurrected life.

PARTAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE      

*Words &  Music: 
Nathan Poole, 2010



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Jesus! What A Friend for Sinners!*
1.  Jesus! What a friend for sinners! 
 Jesus! Lover of my soul;
 Friends may fail me, foes assail me, 
 He, my Savior, makes me whole.

2.  Jesus! What a strength in weakness! 
 Let me hide myself in Him.
 Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, 
 He, my strength, my victory wins.

3.  Jesus! What a help in sorrow! 
 While the billows o’er me roll, 
 Even when my heart is breaking, 
 He, my comfort, helps my soul.

4.  Jesus! I do now receive Him, 
 More than all in Him I find.
 He hath granted me forgiveness, 
 I am His, and He is mine.

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

Chorus:  Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
  Hallelujah! What a friend! 
  Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
  He is with me to the end.

*Words: John Wilbur 
Chapman I Music: 
Rowland Pritchard



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

JULY 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $24,422 YTD Giving: $138,128
Expenses: $31,617   Cash on Hand: $59,579
Net Income: ($7,195) Annual Budget: $279,375

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com) :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming (davidbfleming@hotmail.com) :: Elder
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín (leonolguin58@att.net) :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator
 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


