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LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.

–  PSALMS OF ASCENT –
THE PILGRIMS’ SONGBOOK



“You and I have need of the strongest spell that can 
be found to wake us from the evil enchantment of 
worldliness.”

— CS Lewis

“The church is an outpost of the kingdom of God.” 
— Dallas Willard

“When Paul writes that God can do exceedingly 
abundantly above all we ask or think (Eph. 3:20), he’s 
not referring to private blessings. He’s writing about 
God’s abundant power to join people together from 
mutually hostile histories into a new humanity in 
Christ. The focus here is God’s power to establish 
a fundamentally different arrangement of social 
dynamics. It’s an arrangement marked by love, grace, 
and mercy. It’s the kind of power that moves us 
beyond our hostility and estrangements. That’s the 
abundant power we need. ”

— Rich Villodas

“Faithful presence in the world calls on the entire 
laity, in all vocations – ordinary and extraordinary, 
‘common’ and rarefied – to enact the shalom of God 
in the world. Christians need to abandon talk about 
‘redeeming culture,’ ‘advancing the kingdom,’ and 
‘changing the world.’ Such talk carries too much 
weight, implying conquest and domination. If there 
is a possibility for human flourishing in our world, 
it does not begin when we win the culture wars 
but when God’s word of love becomes flesh in us, 
reaching every sphere of social life. When faithful 
presence existed in church history, it manifested 
itself in the creation of hospitals and the flourishing 
of art, the best scholarship, the most profound and 
world-changing kind of service and care – again, not 
only for the household of faith but for everyone. 
Faithful presence isn’t new; it’s just something we 
need to recover.”

— James Davison Hunter

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming for children 
ages 2-7. The time will include a Bible story, memory work, and playtime 
outside during the sermon. Please walk your child(ren) to the lobby during 
the hymn just before the sermon. In the case of inclement weather, children 
will remain in worship with the adults and a “wiggle room” will be offered 
where parents can take their children if they so desire. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing*
1.  O, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 My great Redeemer’s praise
 The glories of my God and King 
 The triumphs of His grace 

2. My gracious Master and my God 
 Assist me to proclaim
 To spread through all the earth abroad 
 The honors of Thy name 

3.  Jesus, the name that charms our fears 
 That bids our sorrows cease
 ‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears
 ‘Tis life and health and peace 

4.  He breaks the power of canceled sin 
 He sets the prisoners free
 His blood can make the foulest clean 
 His blood availed for me

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 67:1
Minister: May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make his face shine upon us.
All:  Let us bless our God; let the sound of his praise be heard from our lips. 

HYMN OF ADORATION: All Ye Refugees**
1.  I am the One, the earth is my handmade work 
 The skies I laid them wide, beauty unfurled 
 Horizon to horizon 
 Creation to creation, sings you home 

Chorus:  Welcome home, gather round, 
  all ye refugees, come in. 

2. Oh refugee, I did not cast you out 
 In death and broken ground, Salvation springs 
 My body and my blood, the healing that you need 
 Come and receive   

Bridge:  Watch and wait and see, what is yet to be 
  Watch and wait and see, for the morning 

3. Go out in joy and join the great procession 
 The mountains and the heav’ns all will rejoice 
 horizon to horizon, creation to creation 
 horizon to horizon, creation to creation 
 With one voice  

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: Charles 
Wesley | Music: 
Carl C. Glasser, Arr. 
Lowell Mason

**Words & Music: 
Written by Chelsey 
Scott, Kellie Haddock, 
and Flo Paris | (C) 
2015 Petit Bateaux 
Music (ASCAP)  
Flo Paris Music / 
Kellie Haddock

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 1 Chronicles 16:31
All:  Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let them say among  
 the nations, “The LORD reigns!”

HYMN OF RESPONSE: The Lord Will Provide* 

1.  Though troubles assail and dangers affright, 
 Though friends should all fail and foes all unite; 
 Yet one thing secures us, whatever betide, 
 The scripture assures us, the Lord will provide 

 The birds without barn or storehouse are fed, 
 From them let us learn to trust for our bread: 
 His saints, what is fitting, shall ne’er be denied, 
 So long as it’s written, the Lord will provide 

2.  We may, like the ships, by tempest be tossed 
 On perilous deeps, but cannot be lost. 
 Though Satan enrages the wind and the tide, 
 The promise engages, the Lord will provide. 

 His call we obey, like Abram of old, 
 Not knowing our way, but faith makes us bold; 
 For though we are strangers we have a good Guide, 
 And trust in all dangers, the Lord will provide 

3.  When Satan appears to stop up our path, 
 And fill us with fears, we triumph by faith; 
 He cannot take from us, though oft he has tried, 
 This heart-cheering promise, the Lord will provide 

 He tells us we’re weak, our hope is in vain, 
 The good that we seek we ne’er shall obtain, 
 But when such suggestions our spirits have plied, 
 This answers all questions, the Lord will provide 

4.  No strength of our own, or goodness we claim, 
 Yet since we have known the Savior’s great name; 
 In this our strong tower for safety we hide, 
 The Lord is our power, the Lord will provide 

 When life sinks apace and death is in view, 
 This word of his grace shall comfort us through: 
 No fearing or doubting with Christ on our side, 
 We hope to die shouting the Lord will provide

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

*Words: John 
Newton | Music: 
Matthew S. Smith



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 86:5
“For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call 
upon you.” 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister:  Father in heaven, you call us to walk in your light, 
All: yet at times we have been half-hearted in our response. 

Minister:  You call us to walk in your light and confess our sins, 
All:  yet at times we have chosen the darkness of keeping them hidden.

Minister:  You call us to walk in your light and believe the good news of the gospel, 
All:  yet at times we have chosen the darkness of being plagued by guilt. 

Minister:  You call us to walk in your light and obey your commandments,
All:  yet at times we have chosen the darkness of rebellion. 

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Have mercy on us, O Lord. Persuade us of your mercy.
All:  Convince us of your forgiveness, and cause us to walk in your ways. 
 In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Psalm 65:3-4
“When we were overwhelmed by our sins, you forgave our transgressions. Blessed is 
the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with 
the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple!”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



*Words: Anne Steele 
I Music: Kevin Twit

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Dear Refuge of My Weary Soul*
1.  Dear refuge of my weary soul, 
 On Thee, when sorrows rise 
 On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
 My fainting hope relies 
 To Thee I tell each rising grief, 
 For Thou alone canst heal 
 Thy Word can bring a sweet relief, 
 For every pain I feel

2.  But oh! When gloomy doubts prevail, 
 I fear to call Thee mine 
 The springs of comfort seem to fail, 
 And all my hopes decline 
 Yet gracious God, where shall I flee? 
 Thou art my only trust 
 And still my soul would cleave to Thee 
 Though prostrate in the dust

3.  Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face, 
 And shall I seek in vain? 
 And can the ear of sovereign grace, 
 Be deaf when I complain? 
 No still the ear of sovereign grace, 
 Attends the mourner’s prayer 
 Oh may I ever find access, 
 To breathe my sorrows there

4.  Thy mercy seat is open still, 
 Here let my soul retreat 
 With humble hope attend Thy will, 
 And wait beneath Thy feet, 
 Thy mercy seat is open still, 
 Here let my soul retreat 
 With humble hope attend Thy will, 
 And wait beneath Thy feet

Parents: If you’d like 
your kids to take 
part in our City Kids 
program, please do 
so now. You may 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
they’ll be directed to 
their class.  



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  A SONG OF COMMITMENT REV. DUFF JAMES

Psalm 122 A Song of Ascents. Of David.
1 I was glad when they said to me,

    “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”

2 Our feet have been standing

    within your gates, O Jerusalem!

3 Jerusalem—built as a city

    that is bound firmly together,

4 to which the tribes go up,

    the tribes of the Lord,

     as was decreed for Israel,

    to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

5 There thrones for judgment were set,

    the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!

    “May they be secure who love you!

7 Peace be within your walls

    and security within your towers!”

8 For my brothers and companions’ sake

    I will say, “Peace be within you!”

9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,

    I will seek your good.

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION SONG: Mighty God We Thank And Praise You*      
Mighty God we thank and praise you
For this meal, this bread of life;
Precious blood and body, broken,
From your Son our Savior, Christ.
In these mysteries you assure us
We are members of your Son;
Heirs of your eternal Kingdom,
With all faithful people, One. 

Humbly now we ask you, Father,
In your grace, to make us strong,
That, with all the saints before us,
In good works we may press on!
Send us out to love and serve you!
Send us out to sing your praise!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Pow’r and glory to your name! Amen.

PARTAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE      

*Words: Wendell 
Kimbrough, based 
on the Book of 
Common Prayer | 
Music: Ludwig van 
Beethoven, 1824



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Jesus, Lead Us with Thy Power*
Chorus:  
 Jesus, oh lead us, with Thy power, 
 Safe into the promised rest; 
 Hide our souls within Thy bosom; 
 Let us slumber on Thy breast

Feed us with the heavenly manna 
Bread that angels eat above 
Let us drink, from the holy fountain 
Draughts of everlasting love.

Through the desert wild conduct us, 
With a glorious pillar bright; 
In the day a cooling comfort 
And a cheering fire by night

Be our guide in every peril 
Watch us hourly, night and day 
Otherwise we’ll err and wander 
From the Spirit far away

In Thy presence we find comfort 
In Thy presence we’re secure 
In Thy presence all afflictions 
We will patiently endure

In thy presence we can conquer, 
We can suffer, we can die. 
Far from Thee, we faint and languish 
Lord, our Savior, keep us nigh.

BENEDICTION: 2 Corinthians 13:14
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words: William 
Williams (alt Morton) I 
Music: Lucas Morton 
©2015 Lucas Morton 
Music (BMI)



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

JULY 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $24,422 YTD Giving: $138,128
Expenses: $31,617   Cash on Hand: $59,579
Net Income: ($7,195) Annual Budget: $279,375

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com) :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming (davidbfleming@hotmail.com) :: Elder
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín (leonolguin58@att.net) :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator
 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


