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LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.



“We must tell stories the way God does, stories in 
which a sister must float her little brother on a river 
with nothing but a basket between him and the 
crocodiles. Stories in which a king is a coward, and a 
shepherd boy steps forward to face the giant. Stories 
with fiery serpents and leviathans and sermons in 
whirlwinds. Stories in which murderers are blinded 
on donkeys and become heroes. Stories with dens of 
lions and fiery furnaces and lone prophets laughing 
at kings and priests and demons. Stories with heads 
on platters. Stories with courage and crosses and 
redemption. Stories with resurrections.” 

— N.D. Wilson

“Make no mistake: if he rose at all it was as his body; 
if the cells’ dissolution did not reverse, the molecules 
reknit, the amino acids rekindle, the Church will 
fail. Let us not mock God with metaphor, analogy, 
sidestepping transcendence; making of the event 
a parable, a sign painted in the faded credulity of 
earlier ages; let us walk through the door.” 

— John Updike

“Hold everything in your hands lightly, otherwise, it 
hurts when God pries your fingers open.” 

— Corrie Ten Boom

“The proclamation of Easter Day is that all is well. 
And as a Christian, I say this not with the easy 
optimism of one who has never known a time when all 
was not well but as one who has faced the cross in all 
its obscenity as well as in all its glory, who has known 
one way or another what it is like to live separated 
from God. In the end, his will, not ours, is done. Love 
is the victor. Death is not the end. The end is life. His 
life and our lives through him, in him. Existence has 
greater depths of beauty, mystery, and benediction 
than the wildest visionary has ever dared to dream. 
Christ our Lord is risen.”

— Frederick Buechner

“Emotions are the cry of the soul. They expose what 
we are doing with the sorrow of life and in turn reveal 
what our heart is doing with God.” 

— Dan Allendar & Tremper Longman

“After Job experienced tragic loss, he tears his robe 
and shaves his head (an act of lament). Many of us 
often do the opposite. We buy a new outfit and go to 
the hair salon or barbershop in an attempt to conceal 
our pain. But Job powerfully holds grief and worship 
of God together.” 

— Rich Villodas

We are offering a truncated version of our City Kids programming for children 
ages 2-7. The time will include a Bible story, memory work, and playtime 
during the sermon. Please walk your child(ren) to the lobby during the hymn 
just before the sermon. In the case of inclement weather, children will remain 
in worship with the adults and a “wiggle room” will be offered where parents 
can take their children if they so desire. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed*   
 Chorus:  Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son! 

   Hail in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun!

1.  He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free, 
 To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

2.  He comes in succor speedy to those who suffer wrong, 
 To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong.

3.  To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
 Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. 

4.  He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth, 
 Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in His path to birth. 

5.  Kings shall fall down before Him, and gold and incense bring; 
 All nations shall adore Him, His praise all people sing; 

6.  The tide of time shall never His covenant remove. 
 His Name shall stand forever, That Name to us is Love.

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 67:1
Leader: May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make his face shine upon us.
All:  Let us bless our God; let the sound of his praise be heard from our lips. 

HYMN OF ADORATION: This Is My Father’s World**
1.  This is my Father’s world, 
 And to my listening ears, 
 All nature sings, and round me rings, 
 The music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father’s world: 
 I rest me in the thought 
 Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
 His hand the wonders wrought. 

2. This is my Father’s world: 
 The birds their carols raise
 The morning light, the lily white,
 Declare their maker’s praise. 
 This is my Father’s world; 
 He shines in all that’s fair; 
 In the rustling grass I hear him pass, 
 He speaks to me everywhere.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: James 
Montgomery I Music:  
Sandra McCracken

**Words: Maltbie 
D. Babcock, 1902 
I Music: Franklin 
Shepperd, 1915

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3. This is my Father’s world; 
 O let me ne’er forget, 
 That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
 God is the ruler yet. 
 This is my Father’s world: 
 the battle is not done; 
 Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
 And earth and heaven be one.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Belgic Confession, Article 26
Leader: What do you believe concerning Jesus’ love for you? 

All:  For neither in heaven nor among the creatures on earth is there anyone 
  who loves us more than Jesus Christ does.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: I Asked the Lord that I Might Grow* 
  I asked the Lord that I might grow 
 In faith and love and every grace 
 Might more of His salvation know 
 And seek more earnestly His face

 Twas He who taught me thus to pray 
 And He I trust has answered prayer 
 But it has been in such a way 
 As almost drove me to despair

 I hoped that in some favored hour 
 At once He’d answer my request 
 And by His love’s constraining power 
 Subdue my sins and give me rest

 Instead of this He made me feel 
 The hidden evils of my heart 
 And let the angry powers of Hell 
 Assault my soul in every part

 Yea more with His own hand He seemed 
 Intent to aggravate my woe 
 Crossed all the fair designs I schemed, 
 Cast out my feelings, laid me low

 Lord why is this, I trembling cried 
 Wilt Thou pursue thy worm to death? 
 “Tis in this way” The Lord replied 
 “I answer prayer for grace and faith”

 “These inward trials I employ 
 From self and pride to set thee free 
 And break thy schemes of earthly joy 
 That thou mayest seek thy all in me, 

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

* Words: John 
Newton & Laura 
Taylor I Music: Laura 
Taylor



CALL TO CONFESSION: Isaiah 57:15
“For this is what the high and exalted One says – he who lives forever, whose name is 
holy: ‘I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.’”

 CONFESSION OF SIN*  
Leader:  Father in heaven, you have set forth the way of life through your son Jesus  
 Christ, whom you love dearly. We shamefully confess that we have been  
 slow to learn of him and have been reluctant to follow him. You have  
 spoken and called to us but we have not listened. You have revealed  
 your beauty to us, but we have been blind. You have stretched out your  
 hands to us through our friends, but we have passed by them. We have  
 accepted your gifts and offered little thanks. We are unworthy of your  
 unchanging love.
All:  Forgive us for the poverty of our worship,
  for the selfishness of our prayers,
  for our inconsistency and unbelief,
  for the ways we neglect fellowship and your grace,
  for our hesitation to tell others about Christ,
  for the ways we deceive others and ourselves.

Leader: Forgive us for when we waste time and when we misuse the gifts you have  
 given us. Forgive us for when we have made excuses for the wrong things  
 we have done and when we have purposefully avoided responsibility.
 Forgive us that we have been unwilling to overcome evil with good and that  
 we have not been ready to carry our cross. Forgive us that we have not  
 allowed your love to work through us to help others and that we have not  
 made their suffering our own. 
All:  Forgive us for those times when instead of working for unity we made  
 it hard for others to live with us because of our lack of forgiveness,  
 inconsiderate judgment, and quick criticism.

Leader: Forgive us for when we have not tried to reconcile with others and when  
 we have been slow to seek forgiveness. 
All:     Forgive us also for these sins that we silently confess to you now.

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Leader: Our gracious God, remind us that we are your sons and daughters, filled  
 with your Spirit so that our lives might always be faithful and fruitful.  
All: For Jesus’ sake, we ask that you would renew our hearts and strengthen  
 our faith. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: 1 Peter 2:4

All:  “Jesus bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we might die to sin  
 and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.” 

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

*from The Worship 
Sourcebook



*Words: Augustus 
Toplady I  Music: 
Thomas Hastings

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me*
Rock of Ages, cleft for me
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure,
cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.

Not the labors of my hands
can fulfill thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears forever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to thy cross I cling;
naked, come to thee for dress;
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the Fountain fly;
wash me, Savior, or I die.

 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, wash me, Savior, or I die
 Wash me, Savior, or I die

Parents: If you’d like 
your kids to take 
part in our City Kids 
program, please do 
so now. You may 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
they’ll be directed to 
their class.  



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  RISING WITH THE BREAD OF LIFE REV. BRYAN BIBA

John 6:41-51
  41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that 
came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down 
from heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. 
44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I 
will raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will 
all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father 
comes to me— 46 not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from 
God; he has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes 
has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, 
so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread 
that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN OF RESPONSE: Abide with Me*      
Abide with me; falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers, fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, abide with me.

Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile; 
And, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile, 
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee,
On to the close Lord, abide with me.

I need Thy presence, every passing hour. 
What but Thy grace, can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless
Ills have no weight, tears lose their bitterness 
Where is thy sting death? Where grave thy victory? 
I triumph still, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross, before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, Lord, abide with me.

BENEDICTION   REV. BRYAN BIBA

CLOSING HYMN: Thy Mercy My God**      
Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 
The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue; 
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last, 
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast. 

Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here; 
Sin would reduce me to utter despair;
But, through Thy free goodness, my spirits revive, 
And He that first made me still keeps me alive. 

*Words: John 
Stocker I  Music: 
Sandra McCracken

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

**Words: Ellen Goreh 
I Music Christopher 
Minor



Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart; 
Dissolved by Thy goodness, I fall to the ground, 
And weep to the praise of the mercy I’ve found. 

Great Father of mercies, Thy goodness I own, 
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son;
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.





NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

JULY 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $24,422 YTD Giving: $138,128
Expenses: $31,617   Cash on Hand: $59,579
Net Income: ($7,195) Annual Budget: $279,375

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the 
back where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/
give. You may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give 
feature, which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as 
texting a dollar amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz (nat.belz@gmail.com) :: Elder
 David Fleming (davidbfleming@hotmail.com) :: Elder
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Elder
 León Olguín (leonolguin58@att.net) :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor
 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals
 Brandon Smith & Mark Iverson :: Sound Technicians

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


