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–  PSALMS OF ASCENT –
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“It can be 
hard for me
to give praise 
in real time in all things
because I see it all 
so practically

but You practically
made all things magically

it is all a miracle
and my heart
has humdrummed 
the Hand in the material

keep me as a child.”
— Christopher Ray

“Happiness does not depend on outward 
circumstances, but on the state of the heart.” 

— J.C. Ryle

“The discipline of gratitude is the explicit effort to 
acknowledge that all I am and have is given to me as a 
gift of love, a gift to be celebrated with joy.”

— Henri Nouwen

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 2 yrs old 
City Kids Jr. –  2 - 4 yrs old
City Kids –  5 yrs - 2nd grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby 
where you and your child will be escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick 
up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 

FOR REFLECTION

NOTE TO PARENTS:
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven*
1.  Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
 To his feet thy tribute bring;
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
 Who, like me, his praise should sing? 
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Praise the everlasting King. 

2. Praise him for his grace and favor,
 To our fathers in distress; 
 Praise him, still the same forever, 
 Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 Glorious in his faithfulness.

CALL TO WORSHIP: 1 Corinthians 1:4, 1 Thessalonians 5:18
Minister:  Give thanks to our God always 
 because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ. 

All: Give thanks in all circumstances; 
 for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

HYMN OF ADORATION: The King of Love**
1.  The King of Love my Shepherd is
 Whose goodness faileth never
 I nothing lack if I am His 
 And He is mine forever

2.  Where streams of living water flow
 My ransomed soul He leadeth
 And where the verdant pastures grow
 With food celestial feedeth 

3.  Lost and foolish off I strayed
 But yet in love He sought me
 And on His shoulder gently laid
 And home rejoicing brought me

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words: Henry F. 
Lyte, 1834 I Music:  
Nathan Partain, 2000

*Words: H.W. Baker | 
Music: Adam Palmer/
Jonathan Smith/
Matthew Hein/
Stephanie Kulla/
Stuart Garaged

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3.  God our Father tends and spares us, 
 Well our feeble frame he knows; 
 In his hands he gently bears us, 
 Rescues us from all our foes. 
 Come and worship, come and worship,
 Widely as his mercy goes.

4.  Angels, help us to adore him, 
 Ye behold him face to face; 
 Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
 Dwellers all in time and space. 
 Come and worship, come and worship, 
 Praise with us the God of grace!

4.  In death’s dark veil I fear no ill
 With Thee, dear Lord, beside me   
 Thy rod and staff my comfort still
 Thy cross before to guide me. 

5. And so through all the length of days
 Thy goodness faileth never
 Good Shepherd, may I sing Your praise
 Within Your house forever

 Bridge:  
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah
  Oh, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

 Chorus: 
  Never failing, Ruler of my heart
  Everlasting, Lover of my soul
  On the mountain high or in the valley low
  The King of Love my Shepherd is



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Romans 15:13
Minister:  Christian, what do you believe concerning the hope of God?

All:   We believe the God of hope will fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
  so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Doxology (Jude 23 & 24)* 
To Him who is able,
To keep you from falling
To Him, to Him, to Him
To Him, to Him, to Him.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Child presented for baptism:  Mackenzie Lee Gibson

Questions for the Parents:  Hannah & Thomas Gibson

 1.  Do you confess your faith in God as your heavenly Father, Jesus Christ as your  
  Savior and Lord, and the Holy Spirit as your sanctifier and guide? 

 2.  Do you acknowledge that your child is a sinner in need of the forgiveness of sins  
  through the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, the gift of new life from the Holy  
  Spirit, and adoption into the family of God? 

 3.  Do you claim God’s covenant promises on your child’s behalf, and do you look in  
  faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for this child’s salvation, as you do for your own? 

 4.  Do you promise in humble reliance on the grace of God to teach them the  
  truths of the Christian faith from God’s word, to live before them by God’s grace  
  as an example and by praying with them and for them, bring them up in the  
  nurture and admonition of the Lord and in the ways of the Church of God?

Question for the Members of City Church
 Do you, the members of City Church, in the name of the Church of Christ, as you  
 have opportunity, undertake with these parents the covenant responsibility for the  
 Christian nurture of this child? If so, and you are able, please stand in affirmation.

BAPTISMAL LITURGY**

All:  For you, little one, Jesus Christ came into the world. 
  For you, he lived and showed God’s love. 
  For you, he entered the shadow of Calvary. 
  And for you, he uttered the cry, “It is finished.” 
  For you, he rose from the dead and ascended to heaven 
  and there he intercedes for you. 
  All of this was done for you, though you don’t know it yet. 
  But we will continue to tell you this good news until it becomes your own,  
  and so the promise of the Gospel is fulfilled: 
  We love because God first loved us.

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

* Music: Sandra 
McCracken

We are standing in His presence
With our garments clean and white
All glory, honor, power, majesty
To Jesus Christ.

**often attributed 
to the French 
Reformed tradition



MUSICAL OFFERING: Every Mother, Every Father*      (musicians only, please)

 Every mother, every father
 called to raise up sons or daughters
 May your heart be patient, may your mind be clear,
 may our God be with you,
 and calm your fears.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Jesus Loves You**              (please join in singing)

1. Jesus loves you, this we know, 
 for the Bible tells us so; 
 little ones to him belong, 
 you are weak but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves you! 
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 The Bible tells us so.

CALL TO CONFESSION: 1 John 3:18
“Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister: Father in heaven, we ask for mercy. You have called us to abide in you and  
 to follow you with faith and hope wherever you lead us and in whatever lot  
 you place us. 
All: But we have turned aside from your way, and foolishly trusted ourselves. 

Minister: You have given us light and life by your word and Spirit so that we might  
 walk with you faithfully and boldly. 
All: But our faith has withered when we have faced troubles, and our trust  
 has eroded in the midst of trial.

Minister: We confess that during our trials we have turned to other gods: 
All: Prestige, wealth, self-protection, certainty, status …

Minister: These idols promise much but deliver little. Forgive us for seeking in them  
 what you alone give by grace: 
All: Peace, righteousness, security, purpose, hope, joy …

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:  Our gracious Shepherd and our God, 
All:  heal and forgive us. In Jesus’ name. Amen

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: Romans 6:6
“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.” 

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 

2. Jesus loves you, he who died,
 heaven’s gates to open wide; 
 he can wash away your sin, 
 let his little child come in. 

 Yes, Jesus loves you! 
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 Yes, Jesus loves you!
 The Bible tells us so.

*Words & Music: 
Andy Bast & Bruce 
Benedict | ©2017 
Hymn’s from Porter’s 
Gate (ASCAP)

**Words: Anna 
B. Warner, 1859 | 
Music: William B. 
Bradbury, 1861



*Words & Music: 
Eric Schumacher 
and David L. Ward 
| © 2012 Thousand 
Tongues 

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Not in Me*
No list of sins I have not done,
No list of virtues I pursue,
No list of those I am not like
Can earn myself a place with You.
O God, be merciful to me–
I am a sinner through and through!
My only hope of righteousness
Is not in me, but only You.

No humble dress, no fervent prayer,
No lifted hands, no tearful song,
No recitation of the truth
Can justify a single wrong.
My righteousness is Jesus’ life,
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death,
My weary load was borne by Him
And He alone can give me rest.

No separation from the world,
No work I do, no gift I give
Can cleanse my conscience, cleanse my hands;
I cannot cause my soul to live.
But Jesus died and rose again–
The power of death is overthrown!
My God is merciful to me
And merciful in Christ alone.

My righteousness is Jesus’ life,
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death,
My weary load was borne by Him
And He alone can give me rest.

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. 

Please make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  A SONG OF THANKSGIVING REV. DUFF JAMES

Psalm 124 A Song of Ascents. Of David.
1 If it had not been the LORD who was on our side—
    let Israel now say—
2 if it had not been the LORD who was on our side
    when people rose up against us,
3 then they would have swallowed us up alive,
    when their anger was kindled against us;
4 then the flood would have swept us away,
    the torrent would have gone over us;
5 then over us would have gone
    the raging waters.

6 Blessed be the LORD,
    who has not given us
    as prey to their teeth!
7 We have escaped like a bird
     from the snare of the fowlers;
 the snare is broken,
    and we have escaped!

8 Our help is in the name of the LORD,
    who made heaven and earth.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION SONG: Yet Not I, but through Christ in Me*      
1.  What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
 There is no more for heaven now to give
 He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom
 My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 For my life is wholly bound to his
 Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2.  The night is dark but I am not forsaken
 For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
 I labor on in weakness and rejoicing
 For in my need, His power is displayed
 To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me
 Through the deepest valley He will lead
 Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven
 The future sure, the price it has been paid
 For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
 And He was raised to overthrow the grave
 To this I hold, my sin has been defeated
 Jesus now and ever is my plea
 Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free!
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4.  With every breath I long to follow Jesus
 For He has said that He will bring me home
 And day by day I know He will renew me
 Until I stand with joy before the throne
 To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus
 All the glory evermore to Him
 When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat:
 Yet not I, but through Christ in me!

PARTAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE      

*Words & Music: 
Jonny Robinson, Rich 
Thompson, Michael 
Farren



HYMN OF RESPONSE: He Is on Our Side (Psalm 124)*
Our help has come in the Name of the Lord, 
the One who formed all the earth and the sky.
Behold! He comes to destroy the chains of death
and raise us up to life. 

O bless his name, for he has given us
everything we need to fly. 
Our broken wings, they have not hindered us. 
We have the Lord; 
He’s on our side!

BENEDICTION: Jude 23 & 24
“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 
before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and 
now and forever. Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words & Music: 
William Kimbrough & 
Jason Pears 



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

August 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $22,126 YTD Giving: $160,354
Expenses: $20,066   Cash on Hand: $61,223
Net Income: $2,060 Annual Budget: $279,375

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders


