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LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE. LOVE ASHEVILLE.

–  PSALMS OF ASCENT –
THE PILGRIMS’ SONGBOOK



“There is a common, worldly kind of Christianity 
in this day, which many have, and think they have 
enough – a cheap Christianity which offends nobody, 
and requires no sacrifice – which costs nothing, and is 
worth nothing.”

— JC Ryle

“Every person in the world wants to know what 
will make him or her happy. We’re all desperately 
seeking for the person, place, or thing that will 
meet our expectations, needs, and wants. What will 
truly satisfy the desires of our heart? As children, 
we thought it might be that bag of potato chips we 
begged our parents for at the store or that new bike, 
video game, or doll we wanted for Christmas. We 
thought they would make us happy. But they didn’t. 
As teenagers, we sought satisfaction in good grades, 
athletic accomplishments, a car, or in a significant 
other. But all of it left us discontent. As adults, we 
think that a bigger house, more (or less) children, or 
a better job will quench our thirst. But we’re still left 
wanting more.”

— Phillip Holmes

“God’s grace is most fully shown in our weakness.” 
— Jerram Barrs

“The feel of faith is not strength, but dependent 
weakness.” 

— Scott Sauls

“Could it be that God would not have me going about 
the rest of my life believing that these lesser forms of 
‘love’ were the real thing? Perhaps this love He, filled 
to the brim with, was pouring over into His dealings 
with me. And perhaps this love was compelling Him, 
on the basis of grace—an undeserved love—to help 
me see that every person, place or thing that I loved 
more than Him could not keep its promise to love me 
eternally.”

— Jackie Hill Perry

We value the participation of children in worship and invite them to remain 
with us during the entire service. However, if you’d like to take your children 
to childcare, we offer several options: 

Nursery –  6 months to 2 yrs old 
City Kids Jr. –  2 - 4 yrs old
City Kids –  5 yrs - 2nd grade

During the hymn before the sermon, please bring your child to the lobby 
where you and your child will be escorted to their class. You’ll need to pick 
up your child from the nursery after the service, but the City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids classes will be brought back into worship during the final hymn. 
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WELCOME & PREPARATION             
Silent prayer of preparation: Father in heaven, deliver us from coldness of heart and 
wanderings of mind when we draw near to you. Grant that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN:  Come, People of the Risen King*
1.  Come, people of the Risen King,
 Who delight to bring Him praise;
 Come all and tune your hearts to sing
 To the Morning Star of grace.
 From the shifting shadows of the earth
 We will lift our eyes to Him,
 Where steady arms of mercy reach
 To gather children in. 

2. Come, those whose joy is morning sun,
 And those weeping through the night;
 Come, those who tell of battles won,
 And those struggling in the fight.
 For His perfect love will never change,
 And His mercies never cease,
 But follow us through all our days
 With the certain hope of peace. 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 34:1-3
Minister: I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall continually be on my lips. 
All:  My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
 let the humble hear and be glad.

Minister: Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
All:  and let us exalt his name together!

HYMN OF ADORATION: The Lord Is King**
1. The Lord is King! Lift up your voice,
 O earth, and all ye heav’ns, rejoice!
 From world to world the joy shall ring,
 “The Lord omnipotent is King!”

2.  The Lord is King! Who then shall dare
 Resist his will, distrust his care?
 Or murmur at his wise decrees,
 Or doubt his royal promises?

3.  The Lord is King! Bow down you must,
 The Judge of all the earth is just;
 Holy and true are all his ways;
 Let ev’ry creature sing his praise.

Preparation: We 
focus our hearts and 
minds in preparation 
to enter into the 
life-giving presence 
of God.

Call to Worship: We 
need to be called to 
come and worship 
God because we 
default to thinking 
the world revolves 
around our needs 
and agendas, and 
also because we 
struggle to believe 
that God truly wants 
us to draw near 
to him. The call to 
worship focuses our 
attention on God and 
prepares us to meet 
with him. 

*Words & Music:  
Keith & Kristyn Getty, 
Stuart Townend

**Words: Josiah 
Conder, 1824; alt. 
by Nathan Partain, 
2003 Music:  Nathan 
Partain, 2003

Worship through 
singing: God’s people 
sing not only as an 
expression of our 
love for God but also 
to remind ourselves 
of our place in God’s 
redemptive story. 
The church is marked 
by its singing, from 
Israel’s deliverance 
through the Psalms 
to our worship today.

3.  Come, young and old from every land -
 Men and women of the faith;
 Come, those with full or empty hands -
 Find the riches of His grace.
 Over all the world, His people sing -
 Shore to shore we hear them call
 The Truth that cries through every age:
 “Our God is all in all”

 Refrain:
  Rejoice, Rejoice! 
  Let every tongue rejoice! 
  One heart, one voice; 
  O Church of Christ, rejoice!

4. One Lord, one kingdom, all secures;
 He reigns, and life and death are yours:
 Through Heav’n and earth one song shall ring,
 “The Lord omnipotent is King!”

Chorus: Sing His praise, sing His praise
  Lord of lords, Ancient of Days
  Sing His praise, sing His praise
  All your days, all your days.



PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Psalm 147:1-6
Minister: The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
All:  He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 

Minister:  He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names. 
All: Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
 The LORD lifts up the humble

HYMN OF RESPONSE: Sovereign Over Us* 
There is strength within the sorrow
There is beauty in our tears
And You meet us in our mourning
With a love that casts out fear
You are working in our waiting
You’re sanctifying us
When beyond our understanding
You’re teaching us to trust

Chorus:  Your plans are still to prosper, you have not forgotten us
  You’re with us in the fire and the flood
  You’re faithful forever, perfect in love
  You are sovereign over us

You are wisdom unimagined
Who could understand Your ways
Reigning high above the Heavens
Reaching down in endless grace
You’re the lifter of the lowly
Compassionate and kind
You surround and You uphold me
Your promises are my delight

Bridge: Even what the enemy means for evil
  You turn it for our good
  You turn it for our good and for Your glory
  Even in the valley, You are faithful
  You’re working for our good
  You’re working for our good and for Your glory

Prayer of 
invocation: We ask 
God to meet us in 
our worship as he’s 
promised to do 
through his Word, 
sacraments, and 
prayer. 

Affirmation of faith: 
Creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms are 
voices from the 
church’s past. They 
are the distillation 
of the church’s 
discoveries of the 
meaning and the 
implications of the 
truth as God has 
revealed it in the 
Scriptures and 
confirmed it in the 
experience and 
the conscience 
of his people. It’s 
in this sense that 
creeds, confessions, 
and catechisms 
are, in their most 
compressed and 
authoritative 
form, the church’s 
“tradition,” what is 
“handed down” from 
one generation to 
the next.

* Words & Music: 
Aaron Keyes, 
Bryan Brown, Jack 
Mooring 



CALL TO CONFESSION: Psalm 71:3
“Be to me a rock of refuge, to which I may continually come; you have given the 
command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.”

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Minister:     Our loving God and Heavenly Father, it is your will that we should love  
 you with heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves, but  
 we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections  
 continually turn away from you: from purity to lust, from freedom to  
 slavery, from compassion to indifference, from fullness to emptiness.

All:    In your compassion, and for Jesus’ sake, have mercy on us, O Lord 

(We invite you to personalize your confession as you pray silently.)

Minister:    Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have  
 done to displease you. 

All:     Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light and walk in your ways.

Minister:  Order our lives by your word, make your commandments the joy of  
 our hearts, and fill us with your compassion. 

All:  Conform us to the image of Jesus, your loving Son, so that we may shine  
 before the world to your glory. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDONING GRACE: 1 Timothy 1:15
“We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.”

Confession of sin: 
It happens within 
the context of 
relationship, both 
with God and each 
other. 

We confess together, 
in community, before 
a gracious God who 
has given us himself.
Confession both 
acknowledges our 
need for mercy 
and celebrates its 
abundance in Christ.

Assurance of 
pardon: God 
declares through 
his Church that 
everyone who 
repents and 
believes in Jesus 
Christ is completely 
forgiven from all 
their sins and their 
guilty consciences 
cleansed. 



*Words & Music: 
Sandra McCracken

HYMN OF PARDONING GRACE: Together in the Harvest*
1.  We have plowed iniquity,
 We have reaped injustice.
 We take for ourselves more than we need, 
 In falsehood we have trusted. 

2.  You walked us through the wilderness, 
 established us like cedar trees. 
 Forgive us our forgetfulness.
 Oh, Lord, you have been good to me. 

  Chorus: 
   Break up our fallow ground 
   Break up our fallow ground 
   Break up our fallow ground 
   Come rain on us 

3.  We dwell beneath your shadow safe 
 Like rain you make us flourish
 In our silence, you are great 
 We rest upon your goodness  

  Bridge: 
   Plant us like oaks 
   On acres of hope 
   Nourish and bless 
   Keep and protect 

4.  Prepare the soil for the seed
 So wash my hands, my heart, Lord 
 Walk the golden fields with me 
 Together in the harvest 

Parents: If you’d like 
your children to take 
part in our children’s 
programming, please 
escort your child 
to the lobby where 
you’ll be directed to 
their class. 

Please make nursery 
pickups immediately 
following the service. 
City Kids Jr. and City 
Kids will be brought 
back into the service 
during the final hymn. 



The sermon: Some 
view the sermon as a 
way to get principles 
for ‘right’ living. 

Others see it as an 
interesting piece of 
intellectual challenge 
or an opportunity to 
gain inspiration for 
our lives. 

In reality, as we open 
the Scriptures we 
encounter Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, 
as you listen, pray 
to be open to his  
leading, exhortation, 
encouragement, and 
healing. 

GOD SPEAKS WITH US
  A SONG OF LAUGHTER REV. DUFF JAMES

Psalm 126 A Song of Ascents. 
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
    we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
    and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations,
    “The Lord has done great things for them.”
3 The Lord has done great things for us;
    we are glad.

4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
    like streams in the Negeb!
5 Those who sow in tears
    shall reap with shouts of joy!
6 He who goes out weeping,
    bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
    bringing his sheaves with him.

Reader: This is the word of the LORD. 

All: Thanks be to God. 



Guidelines for 
the reception of 
communion: The 
Lord’s Supper, also 
called Communion, 
is the family meal 
for Christians. City 
Church welcomes and 
invites all Christians 
who are willing to 
forsake their sin and 
trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation, who are 
at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, 
who are members of 
a congregation that 
proclaims the gospel, 
and who seek strength 
to live more faithfully 
for Christ to join us in 
this sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER      
Invitation to the Table

Words of Institution

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 “For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”

Distribution of the Elements

Prayers of Reflection for Those Not Partaking in Communion

If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and his people, the church. Please join us in the circle 
during communion and for our final hymn. 

If you are not able to partake in the Lord’s Supper today, please use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers: 

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth: Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, 
and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider 
the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open 
me to the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, 
convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Awakening: Lord Jesus, I’ve heard teaching from the Bible for years and have 
been in church for years, but very little of this even seems real to me. Please show me the 
reality of what you are saying. Unnerve me with the depth of my sinfulness, yet enthrall 
me with the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen. 

Prayer of Belief: Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever 
imagined, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I 
thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me 
complete forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, 
I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of Commitment: Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in 
a life of committed discipleship through membership in your church. Grant that I may 
take the necessary steps to be one with your people, and live in the fullness of your 
Spirit. Amen. 



COMMUNION SONG: Here, O Lord, I See Thee Face to Face*      
Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face. 
And here will I touch, and handle things unseen. 
Here, with firmer hand, I grasp eternal grace. 
And all of my weariness, upon thee lean. 

Chorus:  I have seen the Son, the ever-reigning Lord, 
   prove his promise does not fail. 
   May the bonds of love, that call me to His side, 
   Grow ever deeper and fuller still. 

I would have no help, nor do I need 
Another arm, but thine and thine alone 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed 
Thy strength is all I dare to lean upon. 

Here would I feed, upon the bread of God 
And here the new wine, is poured out for me. 
Here would I lay aside the world’s best love, 
And here would I taste, God’s love, wild and free.

PARTAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE      

*Words: Horatius 
Bonar, 1855. Music 
and Variant Text: 
Nathan Poole, 2011



HYMN OF RESPONSE: He Will Hold Me Fast*
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path;
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.

Chorus: 
 He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast,
 for my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last.
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight, when He comes at last!

BENEDICTION: Jude 23 & 24
“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 
before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and 
now and forever. Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS             

DISMISSAL & SENDING           
Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God!

Please take time after the service to meet 
someone you’ve never met.

The Benediction: 
God always gets 
the last word in 
our encounter 
of worship. For 
Christians, it is 
always a word of 
blessing and sending 
to live our lives in the 
light of the reality of 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It is not a 
prayer. It is God’s 
word of blessing on 
your life. 

*Words & Music: Ada 
Habershon, Matthew 
Merker



NEED PRAYER? 
Please text your prayer requests to the elders and staff at 828.374.8883. Unless otherwise specified by you, 
prayer requests will only be made known to the Session and staff of City Church.  

AUGUST 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT:
Giving: $22,126 YTD Giving: $160,354
Expenses: $20,066   Cash on Hand: $61,223
Net Income: $2,060 Annual Budget: $279,375

WANT TO SUPPORT CITY CHURCH FINANCIALLY? 
We have several ways that you can give to God’s work through your gifts. There’s a box on the table in the back 
where you can place your gifts, tithes, and offerings. You may give online by going to citychurchavl.org/give. You 
may mail a check to the church: City Church, PO Box 1378, 28802. You may also use our Text to Give feature, 
which is a quick and secure way to worship God with our gifts, tithes, and offerings. It’s as simple as texting a dollar 
amount to this number: 84321.

CONTACT INFORMATION CARD
 If you’d like to know more about upcoming events in the life of the church, please give us your contact 
 information so we can keep you informed. Please tear off this card and place it in the offering box. 

  You may also text the word “visiting” to 94000 and follow the prompts. We’ll receive your basic contact
  information and keep you in the loop!  



Session
 Nat Belz :: Elder, Vice Moderator
 David Fleming :: Elder
 John Hopple :: Elder, Clerk
 León Olguín :: Elder
 Rev. Duff James (duff@citychurchavl.org) :: Pastor, Moderator

 To email the Session: session@citychurchavl.org 

Staff
 John Hopple (john@citychurchavl.org) :: Administration & Men’s Discipleship 
 Kristi James (kristi@citychurchavl.org) :: Children’s Programs & Women’s Discipleship 
 Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Music Arts Director

Volunteer Coordinator
 Amy Noll (acnoll89@gmail.com) :: Room Setup 

Musicians
  Will Long (will@citychurchavl.org) :: Guitar/Vocals/Director
 Scott Schindler :: Vocals
 Dean Peteet :: Bass
 Amanda Johnson :: Fiddle/Vocals
 Sheryl Olguín :: Guitar/Vocals
 León Olguín :: Keyboard/Vocals

PO Box 1378
Asheville, NC 

28802

CCLI#: 11072412

Out of bulletins today? You may access an electronic copy at www.citychurchavl.org/worshipfolders,
or use the QR code below:


